SUBTITLES – PRISONERS OF KANUN, by Roser Corella
TC 00:01 - "And first they established the rule: Whoever kills will be killed. Blood will be avenged with blood." The Kanun of Lekë Dukagjinit  
TC 00:21 - Kanun §533. The oath of mountains of Albania has two pillars:
The oath over the stone with the Kanun, and the oath over the cross with the Bible.  
TC 00:36 - Kanun §598. Personal honour which has been robbed cannot be restored through sanction, but by the spilling of blood or by an honorable pardon.  
TC 00:52 - Kanun §933. After the wrath of the murderous hand, the author of death must flee and hide. This is so there will be no confusion and everyone will know what happened.

TC 01:01 - PRISONERS OF KANUN  
TC 01:47 -  Since the day of the murder we have remained locked up in our house.
TC 01:52 -  I haven't left this house in a year and a half.
TC 01:56 -  Two of my sons ran off but didn't get away. They tried to find asylum in a foreign country to save their lives.
TC 02:00 -  Now they're also locked away, in fear of blood revenge.
TC 02:05 -  And my other son is in jail, serving a life sentence.
TC 02:14 -  My life has been reduced to this: 
TC 02:16 -  I wake up in the morning, I wash my face, I light a cigarette.
TC 02:22 -  I feel honoured when my friends or neighbours can come to visit me and stay to talk for a while.
TC 02:29 -  Where can I go? I can't go anywhere. 
TC 02:32 -  I can't work in the field, 
TC 02:35 -  getting a job somewhere to earn some money is out of the question.
TC 02:41 -  What can I do?
TC 02:59 -  Before this happened I had a beautiful life.
TC 03:06 -  My sons started working as farmers. They built the house and the farmhouse, bought livestock,
TC 03:12 -  and we earned a pretty good living.
TC 03:16 -  Everything was going so well that I couldn't have dreamt of a better life.

TC 03:21 -  My sons worked very well together, there was a unity and understanding in the family.
TC 03:26 -  But everything we had was destroyed in a minute, the fight broke out and everything was destroyed in that moment.

TC 03:40 -  I had a wonderful life before.
TC 03:44 -  but it's all gone now, it's destroyed and we can't build it again.
TC 03:49 -  God's pen has written a bad destiny for me.
TC 03:58 -  We aren't safe even here in the house. There's no "besa" (reliable truce) with this other family.
TC 04:02 -  During the night I unleash my dogs and stay awake on guard.
TC 04:10 -  My wife also. We take turns to watch all night long. One guards until 12 and then the other watches until morning.
TC 04:20 -  Even though if someone were to come, we couldn't protect ourselves.
TC 04:29 -  We are totally destroyed.
TC 05:02 -  We can't get any worse than this, we've hit the bottom.  
TC 04:57 -  Kanun §855. To send to someone an offer of "Besa" is Kanun, 
TC 06:18 -  to give "Besa" is an obligation and a question of honor.
TC 05:10-   Kanun §854. "Besa" is an offer of freedom and safety 
TC 05:16-   that the house of the murdered gives to the killer and his family; 
TC 05:21-   they give their word to not follow them seeking temporary vengeance.

TC 05:32 -  Kanun §695. For the Albanian of the mountains, the chain of relationships of blood and kinship are endless. 
TC 06:05-   I love the life in the highlands, I've always liked it very much. 
TC 06:11-   I was born and raised here, in the village of Lura.      
TC 06:20-   We have lived here for many generations ,in this land inherited by our grandfathers. 
TC 06:32-   The heritage of traditions in our highlands 
TC 06:37-   were given utmost importance, akin to bread, water and air. 
TC 06:46-   Besa, moral, honor, nobility and hospitality  were the most important values for us. 
TC 06:55-   And even the best and the worst man had to obey and respect those values as duty. 
TC 07:01-   Man or woman, if they break those rules, the opinion of people would force them to obey.   
TC 07:12-   They used to take extreme mesures to follow the rules, since there was no other way to live here. 
TC 07:50-   Once upon a time, here in these lands, there was only a single house. In the time of my father. 
TC 07:55-  Before the collectivisation of the land (Communism time) our family was highly know in this area for its wells. 
TC 08:04-   Our ancesters were very good with farming and agriculture. Our family was well reputed in the area. 
TC 08:12-   But now, all that remains is our hope for a better life 
TC 08:36-   The murder happened in early 1926. 
TC 08:41-   It was a matter of properties that brought upon the murder of my grandfather. 
TC 08:49-   In that time my tribe was big. I had two uncles and my father.. who were the right age to take revenge. 
TC 08:59-   and they tried many times to kill one member of the other family, hunting him, but they didn't succeed. 
TC 09:04-   The bullet did not get him, he survived and got away. 
TC 09:10-   They were locked down in the house for many years. 
TC 09:15-   It was very hard to get him. 
TC 09:27-   Revenge, blood, honor, besa were in the mentality of people. 
TC 09:37-   If you did against those values, you had no honor, no moral, no right to live in the community. 
TC 09:44-   and those traditions have reached modern times without changing. 
TC 09:52-   The tradition of blood feuds is not lost, even in a hundred years.  
TC 10:07-   Kanun §916.  Blood is blood, punishment is punishment, says Kanun. Blood is never unavenged.    
TC 10:22-   Kanun §600.  A man who has been dishonored is considered dead by Kanun. 
TC 10:35-   Kanun §599.  The person dishonored has every right to avenge his honor, no judgement is needed, no fine is paid.. The strong man collects the fine himself. 
TC 11:14-  It's been ten years since I've been to school.
TC 11:17-  I haven't met my friends since first grade.
TC 11:21-  I live my life within four walls.
TC 11:38-  My father killed a man during a fight at work. For that reason I cannot go out.
TC 11:43-  My life is in danger outside the walls of my home.
TC 11:59-  Before this happened I used to go out, anywhere I liked.
TC 12:04-  I used to play with other kids.
TC 12:06-  I had friends.
TC 12:08-  I had a happy life.
TC 12:37-  I remember many places where I used to go with my mother.
TC 12:42-  I used to go to my uncle's in Tirana to play in Luna Park..
TC 12:51-  Many places that now are like a dream to me.
TC 13:02-  I don't believe that anything is going to change in my life.
TC 13:09-  My future is here, at home. Unless I can go abroad.
TC 13:24-  We have to get away from this place. Here we live face to face with our enemy.
TC 13:28-  All night long I lie awake and sleep very little.
TC 13:33-  I move from the door to the window to watch outside, to see if somebody is coming to our house.
TC 13:39-  I wake up at 4 in the morning. When we have electricity I turn on the heater and sit here to warm myself.
TC 13:48-  I wanted to leave this place, but they didn't let us sell the house.
TC 13:53-  They threatened the buyers, "Don't buy that house or you will have problems with us".
TC 13:59-  I want to go but I don't have anywhere to go to.
TC 14:03-  I would like to leave this house but I don't have anywhere to go.
TC 14:06-  So we remain here.
TC 14:09-  I don't know what we are waiting for. There is no hope, there is no future for us.  
TC 14:27-  The first year I was locked in everything was dark for me.
TC 14:30-  I was terrified, plunged into darkness.
TC 14:34-  I didn't want to move from here, I was paralysed.
TC 14:37-  I was so afraid I couldn't even go out on the balcony.
TC 14:42-  We didn't have a TV then, we didn't have anything to pass the time.  
TC 14:46-  I just stayed here inside, day after day.
TC 14:48-  What else could I do?

TC 14:58-  I spend my whole life inside this house, playing with my brothers in the morning if they're here, watching TV.
TC 15:07-  And in the afternoon it's exactly the same thing.
TC 15:13-  I would like to go out with my friends and play football
TC 15:17-  and see how the world is outside these four walls.
TC 15:22-  They almost never come to visit me. I want to get out of here, I don't want to be inside this prison anymore.
TC 15:31-  I'm tired and sad, so sad that I can't stay here any longer.
TC 15:53-   Kanun §899. The house of the murdered cannot pursue anyone from the family of enemy to kill them, 

but can only take revenge by killing the hand of the murderer.
TC 16:19-   Kanun §974. Mediators are those who get involved to defuse anger and conflicto between the house of the murdered and the house of the killer. 
TC 16:59-   Kanun §667. The mediator, as an interlocutor, should not lay blame or get angry.
TC 17:12-   Mr.Xhafer, it has been made known recently to the National Reconciliation Committe 
TC 17:20-   that your family is involved in a blood feud situation 
TC 17:27-   as your grandfather was murdered. 
TC 17:33-   You tell us about the story, you have done a very good thing  
TC 17:42-    in opening the green light of reconciliation. 
TC 17:48-   Tell me what happend. When was your grandfather killed? 
TC 18:02-   There are murders that have a criteria, but this one was on whim. 
TC 18:10-   Jealousy and greed, because my grandfather had more economical power, built up by working hard.   
TC 18:22-   So the murder happened for monetary reasons, it happened in a flash of anger.
TC 18:30-   It was economical greed. 
TC 18:33-   It was not a murder for moral reasons 
TC 18:38-   It was not murder for properties. 
TC 18:43-   So when considering this murder  we must be minfdul that 
TC 18:49-   it was a result made by economical ambitions and blinding momentary anger, 
TC 18:55-  So we can open the green light for a reconciliation.    
TC 19:00-  So that young generations will not live in fear and stress, 
TC 19:04-  one of the fears is being killed and the other the stress of having to kill somebody. 
TC 19:20-  I thought a lot about it. It was a logical decision, especially after my father died in 1987 
TC 19:39-  My father had a strong feeling of revenge and thought all the time about how to kill him. 
TC 19:47-  He was highly emotional about this. 
TC 19:55-  Even after a longtime and even though he witnesses societal changes that happened along the way.. 

TC 20:08-  Today there are still many families living under Kanun's law , upheld above government law.
TC 20:14-  Because the laws of government don't work.


TC 20:18-  The disfunctional relation between police, court and prosecution, allows Kanun to remain active. 
TC 20:29-  And that is why here people live by the laws of Kanun

TC 20:33-  It is better for the people and the community, specially those who are in blood feuds

TC 20:39-  Better to use a mediator or wise elder, as per  tradition than going to the police or court.

TC 20:47-  If the justice was applied correctly both would work, Kanun and governmental laws.

TC 20:57-  Xhafer, you have done a good job. 
TC 21:00-  by understanding this, the highlanders tradition. 
TC 21:05-  by following the rules of Kanun, because Kanun is the faucet that close the blood feuds 
TC 21:18-  and not to spread bloodshed, 
TC 21:26-  evaluating also the matter of conflict or murder 
TC 21:31-  That's a good thing for us, that we are dealing with a highlander who knows traditions 
TC 21:39-  who knows the costums and how to protect his family and children. 
TC 21:44-  we are dealing with a man who knows how to obey the committe of wise elders. 
TC 21:49-  I will be open to you so we can continue further with the reconciliation 

TC 21:58-  Thank you 
TC 21:59-  We should comunicate, talk. 

TC 22:06-  Thank you very much to accept to talk with us. 
TC 22:10-  Thank you very much for coming here. 
TC 22:21-  Oh, our mother calls us, our life calls us.
TC 22:27-  The children pray in the cradle.
TC 22:44-  Oh, a woman with a black scarf makes her voice heard.
TC 22:49-  She does not want to see any more murders.
TC 23:07-  Oh, do not leave my lap dry (without children)
TC 23:12-  don't kill them before the women give birth.
TC 23:28-  Oh, don't leave my fields infertile, don't leave the children orphaned and the house door closed forever. 

TC 23:41-  Reconciliation is done, it's a very positive thing for us  and the deed of Pjeter Nue Noi is a message for all the Albanian people. 
TC 23:50-  His actions gives us mediators courage to work more for reconciliation and “inshalla” this reconciliation is a good omen. 
TC 24:03-  Now come and shake hands you two once again 
TC 24:10-  Oh, the voice of a mother gives a war cry,
TC 24:15-  no more killings, only reconciliations.

TC 24:23-  no more killings, only reconciliations.
TC 24:29-  no more killings, only reconciliations.
TC 24:37-  no more killings, only reconciliations.
TC 24:52-  One day, two of my sons met Shaqir's son and ten members from the other family to perform the reconciliation. 
TC 24:57-  My eldest son and the eldest son of the other family shook hands and said "how are you doing?" 
TC 25:07-  "let's stop this conflict, we don't have to fight with each other anymore. Let's get back to a peacful life." 
TC 25:16-  My son said "do you agree Gazmir?" and he replied, "I agree, and you?" "I also agree" my son said.   
TC 25:23-  They were shaking hands and about to go.. 
TC 25:30-  when their father, who was in the other side and had a machine gun on his shoulder, said, "beat them boys!" 
TC 25:41-  Then they lunged against my sons and started beating them with heavy sticks. 
TC 25:47-  In that moment the eldest sons of both families were still shaking hands to reconcile. 
TC 25:51-  So Gazmir start shouting to his brothers, "stop! you are breaking my word of honor, I had an understanding with them to stop the fight!!" 
TC 26:04-  But their father kept instigating them,  "beat these motherfuckers!" and they continued beating my son with sticks. 
TC 26:11-  In this moment Shaqir, the father, shot with his machine gun. 
TC 26:17-  My other son took the machine gun with him and ran over there. 
TC 26:23-  when he found them beating his brother, he shot twice in the air 
TC 26:27-  and they dispersed from the fight. 
TC 26:29-  Inmediatly their father shot at my sons. 
TC 32:37-  He could not aim directly at them as the crowd of fighters was dispersing, so he aimed at my son that shot in the air to disperse the fight. 
TC 26:33-  When my son realized that he was not hit by the bullets he started  shooting back. 
TC 26:42-  So that's how three people from the other family were killed and two of them were wounded. 
TC 26:48-  My family did not have any bullet injury. 
TC 26:54-  and they left and went to the mountains. 
TC 26:57-  They abandoned all the livestock in the field and escaped to the mountains. 
TC 27:05-  All my belongings were taken by others as there was nobody home. 
TC 27:09-  My wife gets 10.000Lek (70€) pension, with this money we live now.
TC 27:35-  Kanun §844. Without settling blood feuds, without a mediator to intervene significantly, without the economic conditions being set for the blood spilt, bread will not be put on the table and bread will not be eaten.  
TC 28:02-  I have a teacher that comes here for two or three hours a week,
TC 28:09-  but the rest of the time I stay at home all whole day.
TC 28:15-  I would like to work painting and repairing cars.
TC 28:19-  I'd like to have my own car shop with my own employees.
TC 28:23-  I imagine doing the job of my dreams.
TC 28:40-  We have a serious problem. My three sons are locked away in isolation, 
TC 28:46-  so I'm supporting ten people with only my small pension.
TC 28:54-  I don't believe in the laws of the Kanun, I believe only in a government in which you can trust.
TC 28:57-  But we don't have a government.
TC 29:00-  Where can we go to complain and demand our rights?
TC 29:04-  If I die tomorrow it's all over for these children.
TC 29:07-  I am a grandmother, close to 65, their mother is out of work, their father is in jail, who will feed these children?
TC 29:14-  My grandson often gets upset and says, "I want to go out and work for the family. If they kill me, I don't care!"
TC 29:25-  He didn't do anything wrong. He who committed the murder, let him answer before the law.
TC 29:34- His father is already serving a sentence in jail. Why should this boy stay locked up in the house under threat of death?
TC 29:59- The Kanun states that the blood of the victim  can only be avenged with the blood of the killer, 

preventing an escalation of the killings.  Nowadays the reciprocity extends to entire families, 

even women, girls and infant boys.  Few people know today what the Kanun actually declares 

and yet many invoke it as an excuse to kill.

TC 30:13- According to the National Reconciliation Committee, 
10,000 blood feuds have emerged in Albania since the early 1990s.
Today about 1,600 families are living in isolation,
confined within their homes in fear of blood revenge.
