00:00:52:01 00:00:55:23 WHY I WRITE

Based on Felix Romeo´s text

00:01:04:07 00:01:06:11 I write because I'm different.

00:01:07:00 00:01:09:10 I write to be different.

00:01:11:06 00:01:14:03 I started to write because I was different.

00:01:14:23 00:01:17:11 I started to write because I wanted to be different.

00:01:19:16 00:01:23:01 Nobody wanted to be a writer when I decided to be a writer.

00:01:25:23 00:01:30:19 I remember a boy who wanted to be a dentist

and another boy who wanted to be a mechanic

00:01:32:05 00:01:36:02 I was 12. I didn't know any writers.

00:01:36:04 00:01:38:24 I had never spoken to a writer.

00:01:39:22 00:01:43:23 I had read Rimbaud. I had read a biography about Rimbaud.

00:01:44:11 00:01:48:03 I had read the Dadaist manifests and

The Aproximate Man by Tristan Tzara.

00:01:48:05 00:01:53:18 I had read books by Enyd Blyton.

I had read The Famous Five and The Secret Seven books.

00:01:53:18 00:02:00:01 I had read other books which weren't by Enyd Blyton but seemed to be by Enyd Blyton, like The Three Investigators.

00:02:32:02 00:02:34:04 And before I could read on my own...

00:02:34:22 00:02:38:20 ...my mother would read me stories and tell me tales

that I only half-understood.

00:02:40:00 00:02:42:06 Stories about her village, Castejón de Tornos, Teruel.

00:02:43:00 00:02:44:15 ...near the Gallocanta lake.

00:02:45:07 00:02:48:21 Which seemed to me to be as far away as Tokyo.

00:02:50:05 00:02:51:10 Stories about bootlegging...

00:02:53:10 00:02:55:03 ..stories about guerrillas and their raids,

00:02:55:23 00:02:58:04 stories about saffron and how hard it was to get;

00:03:02:21 00:03:05:21 about the love letters my father had sent her.

00:03:12:05 00:03:15:02 Characters abandoned in the middle of nowhere...

00:03:15:21 00:03:20:06 ...who tried to escape no one knows where or how.

00:03:22:17 00:03:24:12 I've never seriously wondered why I write.

00:03:24:24 00:03:26:17 I think I write just because. In a natural way

00:03:27:04 00:03:29:06 since I was a child, I loved reading,

00:03:30:00 00:03:32:24 spending many hours with books in my hands

00:03:34:00 00:03:36:18 and then I had the impulse to imitate what I'd read.

00:03:37:06 00:03:42:10 It's true that there are two things that make me write.

00:03:42:18 00:03:46:15 One is that I have a curiosity that I can never fully satisfy.

00:03:47:16 00:03:49:16 I always want to know more about things, anything,

00:03:50:01 00:03:52:12 things that are sometimes trivial.

00:03:53:10 00:03:55:20 And I have a tendency to link events,

00:03:56:13 00:03:57:23 even if they have nothing to do with one another.

00:03:58:07 00:04:00:15 and to look for words inside words...

00:04:00:15 00:04:02:24 ...and this lets me play with them.

00:04:03:15 00:04:06:05 In my case, writing comes naturally

00:04:06:17 00:04:07:22 and has a lot to do with my vocation..

00:04:08:07 00:04:09:17 ...which is journalism,

00:04:10:06 00:04:13:11 the urge, the necessity to tell stories.

00:04:20:05 00:04:22:07 I write because it's what I like to do.

00:04:22:15 00:04:24:18 and because I think it's what I can do.

00:04:25:06 00:04:27:14 I write because I've read and because reading.

00:04:28:05 00:04:32:11 I wanted to belong to a world to which I could enter by writing.

00:04:33:07 00:04:35:11 And also because I've met writers..

00:04:36:00 00:04:37:11 ...and I've lived with writers,

00:04:38:00 00:04:40:16 though maybe I've met writers and I've lived with writers...

00:04:40:16 00:04:41:20 because I wanted to write.

00:04:42:17 00:04:44:15 I write, as Marguerite Duras wrote,

00:04:45:04 00:04:47:12 to know what kind of writer I'd be if I wrote.

00:04:48:02 00:04:51:04 And I write because I think it's better to write...

00:04:51:10 00:04:53:09 ...than not to write when you can write.

00:04:54:06 00:04:56:19 It's somehow a way to rebel against death.

00:04:56:20 00:04:58:16 A death which is not only physical:

00:04:59:02 00:05:00:15 it's also living as if you were dead.

00:05:00:16 00:05:03:02 Writing, writers, bookshops...

00:05:03:22 00:05:05:06 I believe these are some of the things...

00:05:05:16 00:05:07:10 ...that make us feel alive.

00:05:07:20 00:05:09:14 I wanted to be a writer because I was different

00:05:10:01 00:05:11:24  and I wanted to be a different writer.

00:05:12:15 00:05:15:12 I say writer, but what I wanted to be was a different poet.

00:05:16:16 00:05:19:14 When I was 14 I made my first photocopied booklets.

00:05:20:12 00:05:22:05 I destroyed them not much later

00:05:22:17 00:05:25:00 because I was embarrassed about writing so badly.

00:05:26:11 00:05:28:02 Now I can say that those booklets...

00:05:28:18 00:05:31:02 ...contained the best I've ever written.

00:05:37:09 00:05:40:00 I wanted to write in order to steal my father's typewriter.

00:05:40:20 00:05:42:12 It was his treasure.

00:05:43:17 00:05:45:15 He cared for it lovingly and he wouldn't let us touch it:

00:05:46:14 00:05:49:10 his huge whale-shaped Olivetti.

00:05:52:09 00:05:53:23 My father used to write reports...

00:05:54:23 00:05:56:13 ...about police work, about traffic jams

00:05:57:04 00:05:59:01 and other incidences on the job.

00:05:59:15 00:06:01:24 He kept a carbon copy of everything he wrote.

00:06:03:04 00:06:06:16 I became a writer in order to take that wonderful typewriter from him.

00:06:07:17 00:06:10:11 I became a writer to consummate a strange incest.

00:06:11:01 00:06:14:10 I write because writing is one of the biggest sources of satisfaction

00:06:14:22 00:06:16:24 and pleasure I've found in my life.

00:06:17:11 00:06:21:17 For me, writing was, from the beginning, and almost at the same time as reading,

00:06:22:14 00:06:25:23 a reason for bliss and joy...

00:06:27:12 00:06:31:15 ...and it's stayed that way.

00:06:32:04 00:06:38:07 I've enjoyed writing, as much as I also enjoy reading, all my life.

00:06:39:00 00:06:42:02 I can't imagine a life where I couldn't write.

00:06:42:20 00:06:46:03 I can't imagine what I'd do with my time,

00:06:46:21 00:06:48:15 with my free moments.

00:06:49:02 00:06:55:21 For me, writing is as much a part of my biology as eating or sleeping.

00:06:56:07 00:06:58:14 It's both a pleasure and a necessity.

00:07:01:03 00:07:02:13 In order to use his Olivetti,

00:07:02:24 00:07:04:23 my father imposed a condition on me:

00:07:06:00 00:07:08:04 I had to learn to type.

00:07:11:20 00:07:14:17 I spent my 13th year sacrificing the swimming pool

00:07:15:10 00:07:17:16 and learning to type in an academy...

00:07:18:15 00:07:20:15 ...in the blazing heat.

00:07:28:11 00:07:31:10 I think I write because I want to help myself...

00:07:32:05 00:07:35:03 ...in order to tell myself what's around me

00:07:35:13 00:07:42:06 and perhaps you also want to be part of some other books, some other writers

00:07:42:15 00:07:49:05 that you have liked and you want to be able to interest someone

00:07:49:16 00:07:54:07 in the way you're interested in other writers' books.

00:08:03:07 00:08:05:13 I was 14 and I wrote as if I was possessed.

00:08:06:08 00:08:07:18 I wrote all the time.

00:08:08:14 00:08:10:08 I have never been able to repeat that experience

00:08:10:17 00:08:13:07 and when I write I wish I could write like that again.

00:08:13:21 00:08:16:20 Feverishly. Sick.

00:08:19:16 00:08:21:05 I wrote poems.

00:08:22:17 00:08:24:10 I wrote tiny imaginary lives.

00:08:25:11 00:08:27:04 I wrote plays.

00:08:28:23 00:08:32:12 I was different and I wanted to be a different writer.

00:08:34:14 00:08:35:23 I wrote alone.

00:08:36:06 00:08:38:18 Then I was the only writer.

00:08:39:15 00:08:41:03 The king.

00:08:52:16 00:08:55:09 But maybe I read more alone than wrote alone,

00:08:57:08 00:09:00:13 because it was then when I published my first poems in a magazine.

00:09:01:09 00:09:02:23 I don't have a single copy.

00:09:03:19 00:09:05:11 I was embarrassed by that magazine.

00:09:05:21 00:09:07:20 I knew it was badly put together,

00:09:08:03 00:09:09:16 it was tacky...

00:09:10:24 00:09:15:00 and even though I knew the magazine was badly

put together and tacky

00:09:16:05 00:09:17:09  I was happy,

00:09:23:15 00:09:25:22 because by publishing in that magazine

00:09:26:06 00:09:27:19 I became a writer.

00:09:37:24 00:09:39:04 Nobody knew,

00:09:39:12 00:09:41:05 but I'd crossed a line and

00:09:41:15 00:09:43:16 there was no going back.

00:09:57:17 00:10:00:22 I write to notice things, to pay attention.

00:10:01:08 00:10:02:19 To avoid forgetting.

00:10:03:02 00:10:05:13 I write to know what I think.

00:10:07:05 00:10:08:18 I write to debate,

00:10:09:21 00:10:12:08 to make my friends laugh.

00:10:15:14 00:10:16:24 I write to get up whenever I want.

00:10:17:10 00:10:19:11 I write to go to bed whenever I want.

00:10:19:24 00:10:22:09 I write to wake up every day in a different place in the world.

00:10:23:00 00:10:24:20 I write to impose my side of the story.

00:10:25:10 00:10:26:17 I write to be insulted.

00:10:27:03 00:10:28:07 I write to keep myself alive.

00:10:28:09 00:10:29:24 I write in order not to kill myself.

00:10:30:05 00:10:31:04 I write to know what I think.

00:10:31:21 00:10:32:22 I write in order to lie.

00:10:33:21 00:10:35:00 I write

00:10:35:15 00:10:36:21 because I am afraid.

00:10:37:14 00:10:38:18 I write to make money.

00:10:39:02 00:10:42:02 I write in order to know how I write.

00:10:42:05 00:10:45:01 I write so that what I write gets published.

00:10:45:02 00:10:47:13 I write to seduce.

00:10:47:14 00:10:49:14 I write to be appreciated.

00:10:49:20 00:10:53:19 I write in order to exist.

00:10:55:20 00:10:56:23  I write so that I am visible.

00:11:00:04 00:11:03:18 I write because I am happy.

00:11:09:15 00:11:10:09 I write because of envy.

00:11:10:11 00:11:12:03 I write because of fascination.

00:11:12:05 00:11:14:07 I write in order to ask for forgiveness.

00:11:14:08 00:11:16:06 I write in order not to ask for forgiveness.

00:11:16:06 00:11:18:22 I write because when I write I don't live.

00:11:18:23 00:11:20:17 I write to live longer.

00:11:20:17 00:11:22:07 I write because I'm asked to.

00:11:22:08 00:11:24:21 I write because I don't recognize myself in pictures.

00:11:24:22 00:11:27:22 I write because I want to give my side of the story.

00:11:27:23 00:11:31:02 I write because when I write I'm the boss.

00:11:31:03 00:11:33:03 I write because I like writing.

00:11:33:04 00:11:35:06 I write because I can't drive,

00:11:35:07 00:11:36:09 I write because I'm vain.

00:11:36:10 00:11:38:03 I write to lose my meaning.

00:11:38:04 00:11:40:08 I write because I search for meaning.

00:11:40:08 00:11:42:10 I write like the man who grows mushrooms

00:11:42:11 00:11:46:12 feet buried in shit and sure that the product isn't a delicacy.

00:11:47:14 00:11:49:13 I write like the fisherman in a freezer ship.

00:11:49:18 00:11:51:05 I write to fuck.

00:11:52:09 00:11:53:14 I write to breathe.

00:11:54:02 00:11:55:19 I write so that I don't have to write.

00:11:56:10 00:11:58:21 I write to look at everything all the time.

00:11:59:07 00:12:00:21 I write to remember.

00:12:01:06 00:12:02:11 To remember myself.

00:12:02:20 00:12:05:11 To achieve again that feverish state. Feverish and active.

00:12:05:22 00:12:08:04 I write because of lack of satisfaction. I write for revenge.

00:12:08:19 00:12:11:20  I write because of regret. I write to confess my sins.

00:12:12:13 00:12:16:05 I write to hide my shame. I write in order to laugh.

00:12:19:02 00:12:20:04 I write, as Félix said, to live.

00:12:20:24 00:12:22:02 I write because I need to,

00:12:22:12 00:12:24:05 I write for pleasure, because it's one of the things

00:12:24:15 00:12:25:22 I most prefer doing in this world,

00:12:26:05 00:12:27:19 one of the things that most justifies my life,

00:12:28:02 00:12:30:04 and because I think that words are like living beings.

00:12:30:19 00:12:34:16 Somehow, words give me a second, a third, a fourth life,

00:12:35:03 00:12:38:17 and they allow me to live many lives

that I don't experience in everyday life.

00:12:40:17 00:12:44:00 I write because it's one of the most joyous things

00:12:44:18 00:12:46:12 one of the happiest states.

00:12:47:01 00:12:48:18 Probably the ideal state of bliss is love,

00:12:49:02 00:12:51:12 but after that, for me, comes writing, and obviously friendship.

00:12:51:20 00:12:56:03 I write compulsively, in a disordered way

00:12:56:03 00:12:58:04 but with absolute passion.

00:12:59:24 00:13:02:16 I write because there are some old stories I want to tell.

00:13:03:03 00:13:08:13 Those that obsess me took place before I was 28:

00:13:09:18 00:13:11:20 the story of a murderer who killed his wife,

00:13:12:08 00:13:16:03 with whom in 1995 I shared a cell in Torrero Prison, Zaragoza;

00:13:16:22 00:13:20:23 the story of a madwoman, my father's cousin,

00:13:21:17 00:13:25:24 whom we visited in an asylum in Valencia in the summer of 1975;

00:13:29:02 00:13:31:07 about some healers from Petrel, Paco and Lola,

00:13:31:20 00:13:36:00 whom we went to see when doctors

had said there wasn't any hope for my grandmother Rosario.

00:13:40:05 00:13:41:19 My father gave me his typewriter...

00:13:42:06 00:13:43:21 And, once I'd taken it from him,

00:13:44:04 00:13:45:09 I couldn't change

00:13:45:21 00:13:48:11 I had to write and I had to be a writer.

00:13:56:13 00:13:58:08 Now, more than different,

00:13:59:17 00:14:02:04 I feel strange.

00:14:23:02 00:14:27:14 To Romeo Pescador´s family and all his friends
