OPERA PRIMA, THE DOCUMENTARY

Good mornig! The classrooms are that way…

(OFF VOICE)

CURIOSITY BRINGS US TO THIS SCHOOL IN THE MADRILIAN OUTSKIRTS. WE HAVE HEARD THAT A GROUP OF TEENAGERS, 14 TO 17-YEAR-OLD, ARE GOING TO SPEND THE WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR PRODUCING AND MOUNTING AN OPERA. WE WONDER WHAT THEY ARE DOING NOW.

WHILE WE CONTINUE WITH THIS FIRST “SPY TOUR” AROUND THE CLASSROOMS, WE TRY TO REMEMBER SOMETHING WE HAVE READ IN THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL. BUT, WAIT A MINUTE… WHAT DOES IT SAY HERE? LET’S SEE: “C-O-M-B  Y-O-U-R  D-R-E-A-M-S  E-V-E-R-Y  D-A-Y”. WE THINK IT’S A LOVELY MOTTO TO START, NOT ONLY A SCHOOL DAY, BUT EVERYONE’S DAY.

WHERE WERE WE? OH, YES… WE HAVE READ THAT AMONG THE SCHOOL’S AIMS, IT WILL  CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PERSONALITY OF EACH PUPIL, THE STRENGTHENING OF THEIR SELF-ESTEEM, RELEVANCE AND QUALITY OF LIFE, ENCOURAGING THEIR SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND SELF-DETERMINATION. AND ALSO, THAT THE CREATION PROCESS OF THE OPERA DOES NOT ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE MAINLY ARTISTIC QUALITY IN THE STAGING BUT TO ACHIEVE THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF A LEARNING THAT, FOR EIGHT MONTHS, WILL TURN INTO A METAPHOR OF LIFE ITSELF.

WE FIND IT QUITE A CHALLENGE FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS THAT TAKE PART IN THE PROJECT AND THAT IS THE REASON WHY WE ARE HERE: WE WANT TO FIND OUT TO WHAT EXTENT THESE BIG WORDS CAN BECOME TRUE.

FIRST ACT

How are you? Have you rest? 

Yeah!

THE COMPANY MEETS IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SOMETHING THE STUDENTS OF THIS SCHOOL ARE USED TO. THEY USUALLY DO IT ONCE A WEEK TO SHARE THE THINGS THEY HAVE LIKED MOST OR LEAST ABOUT THEIR FELLOW STUDENTS IN THE FORM OF CONGRATULATIONS OR CRITICISM.

BUT THIS TIME, THE MEETING HAS A DIFFERENT AIM: IT IS ABOUT GETTING TO KNOW THE OCCUPATION THAT EACH ONE OF THEM WILL HAVE IN THE OPERA PRODUCTION AND MOUNTING AND WHO WILL BE IN EACH DEPARTMENT. THIS IS THE BEST MOMENT TO RAISE AND SOLVE DOUBTS.

DURING PREVIOUS DAYS AND IN EVERY CLASS, THE TEACHERS HAVE BEEN EXPLAINING IN GREAT DETAIL, AND BY MEANS OF SCHEMATIC PICTURES, WHAT EVERY JOB CONSIST OF. THE BOYS AND GIRLS HAVE HAD TO CHOOSE ONE AND HAVE COMMITTED THEMSELVES, BY MEANS OF A CONTRACT, TO CARRY IT OUT UNTIL THE PREMIERE. THEY WILL ALSO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR FELLOWS TO FULFIL THE AGREEMENT SO THAT EVERYBODY MAKES AN EFFORT TO THE EXTENT OF THEIR POSSIBILITIES. THE GOOD PROGRESS OF THE WHOLE PROCESS DEPENDS ON TEAM WORK. AND THE APPLAUSE IS ALWAYS A WONDERFUL MOTIVATION.

We are going to call one by one the professions. They are going to come out here and everybody is going to give them a big applause. Come in… The carpenters! The writers! The actors! The Public Relations! Costume & Make Up! The producers! The musicians!

LIKE IN ANY SHOW WORTH ITS SALT, THE PRODUCTION MANAGERS HAVE TO ENSURE THAT THIS TEAM OF 40 ARTISTS, MUSICIANS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS RUNS LIKE CLOCKWORK. IONEL’S, BORJA’S AND DIEGO’S MISSION IS TO COORDINATE THE REST OF THE DEPARTMENTS

We sin Sergio’s song!

HAVE EVERYTHING READY FOR THE REHEARSALS, PHOTOCOPY AND HAND IN THE SCHEDULES IN TIME, INFORM THE TEACHERS AND FELLOW STUDENTS ABOUT IT… 

When will that bm?

Tomorrow

TO FOLLOW IONEL UP AND DOWN THROUGH ALL THE SCHOOL FACILITIES MAY BECOME A GREAT SPORTS ACCOMPLISHMENT FOR WHICH ONE HAS TO BE PHYSICALLY REALLY WELL PREPARED.

THE ALWAYS DIFFICULT TASK OF MANAGING AND CONTROLLING THE BUDGET IS ALSO UNDER THEIR RESPONSIBILITY: THEY HAVE TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYBODY HAS ENOUGH MONEY TO BUY THE MATERIAL NEEDED.

How much Money, Ionel?

Big bucks.

ONE OF THE MOST STRESSED OUT DEPARTMENTS.

On Thursday 14th we have to see if we do the theatre because we have to do everything. Diego, I’m talking! On Friday we have to go and do this. This is the Opera, what we are going to do. The 10th we will perform in a school.

Tomorrow we have Opera. Let’s see if we can already do all the posters. We have a lot of work, too much work.

JUST AS EXPECTED, THE COSTUME AND MAKE UP BRANCH HAS SPECIALLY DRAWN THE ATTENTION OF THE GIRLS. THERE IS STILL MUCH WORK TO BE DONE. FOLLOWING THE PLAYWRIGHTS’ INSTRUCTIONS, THEY HAVE TO DESIGN THE MAIN CHARACTERS’ COSTUMES, ACCESSORIES AND MAKE UP. TO SUM UP, THEY HAVE TO FIND OUT SIZES, IDENTIFY, LABEL, ARRANGE, SORT OUT… IT IS EASY TO SEE THAT THIS LEARNING WILL BE VERY USEFUL IN THEIR FUTURE AS ADULT WOMEN, CARRYING OUT A PROFESSION OR, SIMPLY, HAVING A LIFE AS INDEPENDENT AS POSSIBLE. 

AS USEFUL AS USING PUBLIC TRANSPORT, ASKING ON THE STREET FOR DIRECTIONS TO A CERTAIN SHOP OR TAKING DECISIONS ABOUT WHAT HAS TO BE BOUGHT.

Who wants to get in? 

Me.

Who else? Not only Eva..

Lucía and Arancha can also go in.

Irenita is going too. Let’s see what you can find, girls!

You like it, don’t you?

THE TRADITIONAL ROLES ALSO PERPETUATE IN THIS SMALL COMMUNITY AND MANY OF THE BOYS HAVE CHOSEN TO WORK WITH MACHINERY. BUT, BESIDES SKILLS, A BIG IMAGINATION IS REQUIRED TO CREATE A WALL MADE OUT OF TETRA BRIKS.

What are we going to do with this? The wall, isn’t it?

The wall.

Put that over there. We were going to do the boat with wood and fabric, weren’t we?

With wood and fabric.

And then we have to build another set…

Another set.

That is, where? The other set is the house’s living room.

The house’s living room. It has a “sofar”

A sofa.

A “sofar” to sit.

What do you like best? Tetra-briks or “lisicon” gun?

Tetra-briks.

Very well!

THE ADVENTURE OF GOING OUT ON THE STREET ON A SCHOOL DAY IS NOT NEW FOR THE SET DESIGNERS: ONCE A WEEK, THEY SPEND A DAY WORKING ON THEIR PERSONAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY, GOING ROUND THE SHOPS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD NEXT TO THE SCHOOL TO TRAIN THEIR INDEPENDENCE IN DIFFERENT ASPECTS, SUCH AS THE RELATIONSHIP TOWARDS THE NEIGHBOURS, MANAGING THE PAYMENT AND THE CHANGE DURING A PURCHASE… ONLY THE SCENARIO CHANGES.

How much is it?

54 euros.

My goodness, Pablo, that’s a lot of money.

(Of course, there you have a lot of money.)

There you are: four euros, 55 and 60 you gave me.

Ok.

Thank you very much. 

BACK TO WORK, WE WITNESS AN IMPORTANT LESSON, TOO: WORKPLACE SAFETY IS ESSENTIAL WHEN MACHINES ARE USED. ALTHOUGH, AS ELSEWHERE, NOT EVERYBODY PAYS THE SAME ATTENTION. 

Romero, Romero, Romero…

Whaaaaaat?!

Javi, do you want to do the holes with the drill? Let’s see, with one hand we grip strongly there and with the other here. And now, straight and there. Ok, come on. Very well! Look, Javi, no, no, no. Let’s see, wait a moment, stop. Yhat has Javi done that is bad and dangerous?

I know what.

What has he done, Edu?

Move.

To work with the machinery and look to another place.

You’ve done it very bad, Javi.

But we are not scolding him. We are just looking at what hasn’t have to be done, ok? Shall we do another hole to see if now you do it better, Javi?

Yes.

How did we hold the drill? Well done! Javim when we do a hole, we release the button before doing another one and push only to do the holes, ok? Come on, whenever you want, Javi!

Now!

Very well, Javi! Give me five… You see? Looking at what you are doing. Victor, ¿do you want to come and do holes?

WE ARE IN THE FIRST REHEARSALS OF THE ACTORS AND MUSICIANS, WHO HAVE COMPOSED THE SONGS FOR THE OPERA. AS NOT EVERYBODY LEARNS AT THE SAME PACE, THEY HAVE TO START IN SMALL GROUPS THAT THE REST WILL JOIN LITTLE BY LITTLE.

With your rhythm. Then follows David and then Aitana.

Very well! One-two, one-two-three.

WE ALSO DISCOVER THAT HERE THE TEACHERS ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES WHO TEACH. LIKE RUBÉN, WHO HELPS SILVIA TO KEEP PACE.

There are salted, salted sunflower seeds.

A hundred salted sunflower seeds. And they are deadly delicious, yeah! For an euro you’ll have them.

Sunflower seeds with…

Salt.

Sunflower seeds with… salt. Shout it. Salt! Very well! Let’s see around here…

CHECK THIS OUT! THE BOYS ARE SHOWING US THAT THERE ARE OTHER WAYS OF SINGING.

A hundred salted sunflower seeds. And they are deadly delicious, yeah! For an euro you’ll have them.

IF THERE IS A DEPARTMENT WHERE NEW TECHNOLOGIES ARE ESSENTIAL, THIS IS THE PR’S. BESIDES CREATING THE COMPANY LOGO, THEY HAVE TO DESIGN THE TICKETS, PRINT AND NUMBER THEM, AND SEND THEM TO ALL RELATIVES AND FRIENDS THAT HAVE REQUESTED THEM.

THEIR TASKS ALSO INCLUDE MAKING THE EVENT KNOWN THROUGH THE NECESSARY TECHNIQUES TO HAVE THE GREATEST POSSIBLE IMPACT.

AND THE MOST IMPORTANT THING: THEY HAVE TO FIND A THEATRE WHERE THEY CAN PERFORM THE OPERA. 

In this school, what do we want to report about?

The press release.

Very weel. Adrián, what are we doing that is important to report?

We are doing a press release to report news. What has happened, if people has died, if a car has broken…

But we can’t report if people has died or other things. We have to report about the thing we do. And what are we doing?

A press release.

To explain people that we are doing…

The Opera.

Look, first of all, good morning. Let’s see, I’m calling from Estudio 3 because I’d like to know on what day can we go to visit the theatre.

Yeeees! No, no, no, no. No, then sorry, it’s me who got the wrong number. I’m sorry.

Hello, are you Carlos Guzmán? Hello, Carlos. Look, we want to know if we can go the 10th in the morning. If we can’t, I’ll call you back on Friday and we’ll see and talk whatever. Ok. See you.

NOTHING WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN COULD HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE STORY CREATED BY THE IMAGINATION OF BOTH THE AUTHORS ANDRÉS AND ÁLVARO. ALTHOUGH THE CENTRAL PLOT OF THE OPERA HAS BEEN DECIDED BY MAJORITY, THEY ARE THE ONES RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING IT, AS WELL AS FOR CREATING AND SHAPING THE CHARACTERS. SINCE IT IS A SMALL COMPANY, THE TWO SCRIPTWRITERS PARTICIPATE AS A MUSICIAN AND AN ACTOR, TOO.

Come on, let’s begin to write our Opera. What issue have we been told to work on?

To eat five hamburgers but they won’t let us.

That is, something like I would like to do something but my parents say ‘hi, you can’t do that!’.

Would you eat five hamburgers?

Yes, sure.

But if we think a little bit, what happens if we eat five hamburgers?

We get fat.

We only get fat?

And we get inflated up to the balls.

We get ill. We can also get sick and with temperature.

We have to write an Opera in which we tell others that we want to do things but some of them…

Won’t let us do it.

…can’t be done.

SECOND ACT

A NEW DAY BEGINS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. MANY OF THE BOYS AND GIRLS GO TO SCHOOL ALONE IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT, A PERSONAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY CHARACTERISTIC THAT IS DEVELOPED STEP BY STEP: FIRST, WITH THE HELP OF AN INSTRUCTOR WHILE THEY LEARN THE ROUTE, UNTIL THEY ARE ABLE TO DO IT ALONE AFTERWARDS.

THE PRODUCTION AND MOUNTING OF THE OPERA CONTINUES ITS PACE AND THE BOYS AND GIRLS HAVE ALREADY ASSIMILATED THEIR ROUTINE LIKE ANOTHER SCHOOL TASK. ALTHOUGH CREATIVITY LIES WITHIN AND ANY EXCUSE IS GOOD ENOUGH TO IMPROVISE A SONG AT THE SCHOOL ENTRANCE. 

Hey, man! Which one do we sing?

The rock one?

When you’re walkink alone and sad

And you ain’t talking to no one

You have to be and call

Your soul mate

You walk along the street

 And you meet him

You have to call him

The one who is sad

And his friend is going to invite him

His soul mate

To a Coke 

ANDRÉS’ ODE TO FRIENDSHIP HAS ITS PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION DURING THE BREAKS. SOCIETY SETS MANY OBSTACLES IN FRONT OF THESE BOYS AND GIRLS FOR LEISURE AND FRIENDSHIP OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL FACILITIES.

AS IN ANY SCHOOL, THE KIDS ENJOY THEMSELVES WITH THEIR FRIENDS IN A FOOTBALL GAME.

Goaaaaaaaaaal!

MEANWHILE, IN ANOTHER CORNER, THE GIRLS REHEARSE THE CHOREOGRAPHY THEY HAVE CREATED FOR THE PROM.

HOWEVER, THE TRUE FRIENDSHIP LESSON IS TOUGHT BY VIOLETA AND ARANCHA. IS THERE ANY BETTER PROOF OF IT THAN THE INTENTION TO CHEER UP A SAD FRIEND?

How are you, sad or happy?

Sad.

What’s that about being sad?

You are happy, come on!

Hey!

You are happy, not sad.

Sit down, Violeta

Sit down properly!

You are happy, not sad!

Sit properly.

Now, are you happy or sad?

Sad?

Hey, happy!

You are happyyyyyy!

MEANWHILE, THE PRODUCTION AND MOUNTING OF THE OPERA CONTINUES. ACTORS AND MUSICIANS REHEARSE ALL CRAMMED TOGETHER NEXT TO SOME SCENERY PIECE IN THE LIMITED SPACE OF THE SPORTS HALL. AT THIS POINT OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, MELODIES AND TEXTS START TO FLOW WITH SUCH A NATURAL MANNER THAT EVEN THE PLAYGROUND SWINGS TURN INTO IMPROVISED INSTRUMENTS. A MAYUMANA-STYLE SHOW IN WHICH BOYS AND GIRLS FROM ALL DEPARTMENTS TAKE PART SPONTANEOUSLY.

Well, who is going to cut this?

THE SCENERY KIDS ARE ALSO WORKING RESTLESSLY. THEY ARE RUNNING OUT OF TIME AND THERE IS STILL MUCH TO BE DONE. BUT LET THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER GOT DISTRACTED AT THE OFFICE CAST THE FIRST STONE…

…we have to watch what we’re doing, ok?

You can’t be looking to another place.

The… main character... name is Michael.

How should Michael wear?

Pink trousers.

Pink trousers? Sure?

Does he like that colour?

Yes.

Ok!

Blue shirt.

Does he wear anything else?

How’s his hair style?

Dreadlocks, he has dreadlocks and a cap.

A cap?

And how do his sisters wear?

Brown.

Do you like them to wear brown?

In black colours, like bad girls.

Bad girls? Are they bad girls?

And that’s the reason they dress in brown and black?

And with long nails too!

What’s the mother’s job?

Fireman, she’s a fireman.

Come on, tell me things about the mother.

She extinguishes fires and goes to work in pajamas.

No. Have you ever seen a fireman on...

Ordinary clothes. When she gets to work, she’ll have to dress up with her working clothes, isn’t it? Firemen wear special clothes so they don’t get burn. 

Well, I think that with these hints, our colleagues can work. Although we change something later.

Sure they will change something, but we’re giving them an idea of how to work in it.

AND THAT IS EXACTLY HOW THE GIRLS WORK AT FULL SPEED, FOLLOWING THE DIRECTIONS OF THEIR FELLOW WRITERS.

BUT WORKING IS NOT EVERYTHING IN LIFE. MARINA AND EDUARDO HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH EACH OTHER…

…but the things we do, we can do together as a couple. But we can’t kiss each other here in the school because in the school all of us have to respect the rules.

Hey, what do Elena and her friends love to do?

Spray paint.

Spray paint?

And what thing do they spray paint:

Things like these.

Let me see… Have you design them?

For Scenery.

We’ll have to prepare them for the boat.

Paints like this skull..

Skulls, names…

Oh yes, it’s brilliant!

You can give this design to the Scenery guys so they cant put it in the wall.

What a skull!

Isn’t cool?

Of course it’s cool!

You’ll get to do it, pal. Try.

TODAY, THE STAGE DESIGNERS HAVE TO CARRY OUT A VERY SPECIAL ACTIVITY. ÁLVARO, A GRAFFITI ARTIST, IS GOING TO BE THEIR TEACHER FOR SOME HOURS. HE SHOWS THEM HIS ART, DAZZLES THEM IMMEDIATELY AND MAKES THEM SPEND AN INCREDIBLY AMUSING TIME IN THE SCHOOL GARDEN; BUT, OF COURSE, AFTER PROPERLY PROTECTING THEMSELVES.

Woooow! 

Look, how many greens, Edu!

And now we’re putting gloves on before starting to paint.

The paint is inside is matted. And when we shake, see? The little ball inside rings.

They are balls.

It’s a metal ball, like car rolling bearings.

It sounds good, doesn’t it?

And it makes other sounds. Do it this way, in circles.

When the mother gets angry…

She gets horns.

…she gets horns. Do you want this to be in the script? That she gets horns?

And she arrives home tired and on hysterics.

And she…

She arrives home tired and on hysterics.

And she arrives home tired and of course! on hysterics.

And she gets horns.

When she arrives home so tired and then sees that her children have mess up something she gets horns. Well, well…

And she goes on hysterics.

Show me.

I arrive tired and on hysterics and what do I find? The sofa on fire!

The sofa is on fire, let’s go running…

THE SCENE IN WHICH THE MAIN CHARACTER AND HIS TWO FRIENDS SET FIRE TO THE SOFA IS TAKING SHAPE. CARMEN, MARTA AND DAVID HAVE MANAGED TO LEARN THE TEXT BY HEART, BUT NOW THEY HAVE TO ADD ANOTHER DIFFICULTY: THEY HAVE TO ACCOMPANY THEIR WORDS WITH ACTIONS. LIKE THE PEOPLE IN SHOW BUSINESS SAY, THEY HAVE GONE FROM READING THE SCRIPT TO REAL INTERPRETATION.

Yes, this is a real mess.

Yes, this is a real mess.

Extinguish the fire!

The sofa is on fire

Let’s go runnig

Come on!

The sofa is burning out

Let’s all go and extinguish it

Wow, this is a real mess

Extinguish the fire!

THE PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM DOES NOT TAKE A BREAK EITHER.

Where do we press for 18 copies?

Is it ok or not?

Ok, let’s have a look at it.

Let’s show it to our colleagues, ok?

Seven, eight…

TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALMOST 300 TICKETS FOR THE OPERA HAS AN UNEXPECTED PRACTICAL APPLICATION: IT CAN TURN INTO AN APPLIED MATHS, READING AND WRITING CLASS. OR IT CAN ALSO BE USEFUL TO IMPROVE ONE’S HANDWRITING. BUT SOME PEOPLE ARE ALREADY EDGY, NOT EVERYBODY TAKES THINGS EASY AND THE INEVITABLE FRICTIONS APPEAR.

Take this, Adrián.

Inside the envelope.

Adrián, who is next?

Come and see who is next.

Borja’s grandfather. We’ve already done this one.

Thursday 9th we are going to conduct…

Look what he’s done, Juan!

No, that is because I always drop it.

It’s all right, he hasn’t throw it.

Don’t step on, help me to get it.

Juan, he throws it to the floor, and nobody helps me…

Have you rehearse it?

Yes, it’s only that Borja doesn’t help me.

Borja, he says that you don’t help him.

Well, tomorrow you have to help him.

If not, I’ll get angry.

Sure! We’ll have to find a solution…

I’m the one who’ll get angry!

But where’s the problem?

You don’t want to talk?

He’s out there…

Who’s the one that’s been all the day out there?

Ionel.

Now, you’re the one who’s been all day out there.

And the’re going to scold us.

Juanmi!

There 8 days left for the Opera!

Good morning, Company! There are eight days left for the Opera, and they’r few. We’re going to send energy to each other. Let’s play The Boing Game and sing Sergio’s song.

When’s that?

Tomorrow!

There’s almost no time left!

Borja! Borja!

Well girls, today’s our last Makeup lesson. Next week, we will do other things. 

How do you think we should make up de actors?

What do we have to put on?

Foundation, a little bit of foundation.

And afterwards? What do you think?

What’s that we want to highlight?

The eye.

Then we’ll highlight the eye with black eyeliner.

And then we are going to spread a little bit of …

What was the word?

Blush.

Blush, a little bit of blush on the cheeks.

And we’re going to highlight the lips.

It’s new and clean. It’s ok!

Let me see, Violeta.

I’m going to put it on you.

I’m not hurting you, am I?

Look, it’s not going to hurt you.

It’s soft, touch it.

Come on, Violeta, the eye.

Stand still!

Hey!

I’m not laughing, Violeta!

Violeta!

How’s it going?

Be careful, Arancha.

What happened here, darling?

Violeta has move?

Yes.

Ok, let’s clean it.

If you step out of the eyelids, wipe them.

It seems you have punched her!

It looks like a scary movie!

AFTER THE MAKE UP LESSON, WE DECIDE TO GO WITH THE SCENERY TEAM. THEY HAVE TO CROSS MADRID FROM ONE END TO END AND VISIT THE SCHOOL HALL THAT THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT HAS MANAGED TO GET FOR THE PERFORMANCE. ONCE MORE, THE OPERA ACTIVITY SURPASSES ITS APPARENT PURPOSE. BECAUSE TRAVELLING BY UNDERGROUND, COUNTING STOPS AND PAYING ATTENTION TO THE TRANSFERS INTO ANOTHER LINE INVOLVE A GREAT CHALLENGE FOR THEIR PERSONAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

FURTHERMORE, PUBLIC TRANSPORT CAN HIDE A SURPRISE IN ANY CORNER, WHICH THE KIDS CELEBRATE JOYFULLY. 

WE FINALLY ARRIVE AT THE THEATRE. SOME OF THE BOYS SHOW THEIR ASTONISHMENT NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THE STAGE’S DIMENSIONS BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF THE TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT DISPLAY. THAT IS VÍCTOR’S CASE, WHO HAS VOLUNTEERED FOR TAKING CARE OF THE LIGHTING, ATTRACTED BY THE HUGE AMOUNT OF SPOTLIGHTS.

We’re going to take that table

 and put it over there


and we’re going to place chairs for everybody

and talk about what we’ve got to do,

what we need, what we have

and we’re going to write it down 

in the notebook.

Let’s see: chairs and

a chest of drawers.

If it’s not around here, 

we won’t find it.

We have to write this in the “things we don’t have” list.  

On the floor, we’re gonna draw 

the sets we’ve done with masking tape

to see how can we fix them.

Juan!

Could you go out with a group

to buy masking tape?

Who wants to go buy masking tape with Juan?

Me!

Look, we have to go there.

Oh, no, that’s a bakery.

Own oven, bakery, stationery…

There, where it says Abraham.

What shall we do?

Do we cross the street?

Yes.

Come on!

Yes, come on boys, let’s cross!

What’s that you have to ask for?

Masking tapes.

That’s it!

Come on Oscar Sanchez, let’s go!

Wait, he’s stopped there.

Oscar! 

Come on!

You already know what you have to do, Javi,

And Oscar has the bucks.

Good morning!

I’m Javier Romero, good morning.

Let’s see, what should we ask for?

Masking.

Masking tape. Do you have that kind of tape?

Yes, the other shop assistant we’ll bring it for you.

Have a look.

What do you think is the most convenient size?

There are three sizes.

This one, which is quite wide,

medium and narrower.

Which one do you think we’ll be the best

 to see it on the stage?

This one!

The widest?

The widest of all.

Ok, but look at the prize.

Ask for it.

How much is this one? Tell me…

That’s 1.99.

Ok, then we’ll take…

How much are we buying?

Two… at least.

The same size?

Or do you want to combine them?

Two with the same size.

There it is.

Done!

3.98.

My name is Javier Romero,

my name, and yours?

My name’s Patricia.

Oh, Patricia!

Here you are.

Thank you!

Ciao!!!!

Goodbye!

ONCE THE ASSIGNMENT IS FULFILLED, WE GO BACK TO THE HALL. THERE ARE MEASUREMENTS TO BE TAKEN AND DECISIONS TO BE MADE ABOUT WHERE THE SCENERY PIECES SHOULD BE PLACED; A TASK THAT WILL TAKE THEM THE WHOLE DAY.

AT SCHOOL, THE REHEARSALS CONTINUE AT A GOOD PACE. THERE IS ONLY A LITTLE TIME LEFT. THE PRESSURE OF THE PREMIERE IS ADDED TO THE USUAL STRESS OF FINISHING THE SCHOOL SUBJECTS. BUT DESPITE THE OBVIOUS END OF TERM TIREDNESS, THE BOYS AND GIRLS SEEM TO BE CALMER THAN THEIR TEACHERS, WHO CONSTANTLY SIGH “WE WON’T BE ON TIME, WE WON’T BE ON TIME”.

A GOOD WAY TO BE DISTRACTED FROM STRESS IS TO COME UP WITH SOME SPECIAL EFFECTS, LIKE THE ONES FOR THE SOFA ON FIRE.

Woooow!

Look, what’s that?

For you.

For us…

AT THIS POINT, THE ACTIVITY OF THE TEATRO 3 COMPANY IS FRANTIC. THERE IS NO ISOLATED DEPARTMENT WORK ANYMORE BUT EVERYBODY DEPENDS ON EVERYBODY AND THEY MIX UP: PUBLIC RELATIONS WITH PRODUCTION, PRODUCTION WITH CARPENTRY…

THE TIME IS NEAR WHEN THEY WILL HAVE TO LOAD THE VAN WITH THE WHOLE MATERIAL AND TRANSPORT IT TO THE THEATRE. EVERYONE IN THE TEAM IS RECRUITED TO LEND A HAND AND COLLABORATE WITH THE TASK… ALTHOUGH THERE ARE STILL SOME LOOSE ENDS AND SOME THINGS ARE STILL MMMM… – HOW CAN WE PUT IT? – A BIT TOO “FRESH”.

But it’s still fresh!

FINALLY, THE BIG DAY COMES. THE COMPANY ARRIVES AT THE THEATRE EARLY IN THE MORNING. THEY ONLY HAVE HAD TIME FOR ONE DRESS REHEARSAL 48 HOURS BEFORE.

THE FAMILIES START TO ARRIVE HALF AN HOUR BEFORE THE PREMIERE. THERE IS HARDLY ANY TIME TO CATCH A GLIMPSE OF THE EXPOSITION ABOUT THE OPERA. AND BACKSTAGE, IT IS ALL COMING AND GOING. AND BEFORE THE LIGHTS OF THE STALLS ARE TURNED OFF, WE REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THE POET: THE BEST THING ABOUT THE VOYAGE IS THE JOURNEY ITSELF.

                                           THE END



