STELA DIALOGUE LIST
CLAUDIA (OFF)
The Penua Jungle is one of the most dangerous places there is. Hundreds of beasts hide amongst the undergrowth, waiting to attack the foolish travellers who dare to enter…
That is why they abandoned them there. To make sure they would never make it out…
STELA
Where are we, mother?
CLAUDIA (OFF)
Said the terrified little princess.
ZINA
We must be in the Penua Jungle.
CLAUDIA (OFF)
Replied the queen.
Queen Zina knew they would probably never make it out, but did not want to frighten Stela.
ZINA
We must find the way out before nightfall.
STELA
What is that, mother?
ZINA
It's a hummingmoth. After their metamorphosis, they search for a dry climate to survive. It will show us the way out.
Run.
STELA
It's getting away.
STELA
The way out.
ZINA
Come on, hurry.
LUIS (OFF)
Eli… Eli…

ELIA
They made it!
FATHER
Eli. Come on, Eli. Bedtime.
ELIA
But daddy, the princess and the queen made it out of the Penua jungle. The most dangerous place in the whole wide world.
FATHER
You can carry on with your story tomorrow. Come on, Claudia. The girl needs her sleep.
ELIA
Mummy, will they make it home?
CLAUDIA
If they don't find them first…
ELIA
How will they get out of the desert, mummy? There's nowhere to hide. They're going to find them.
CLAUDIA
Well, maybe they'll find someone who helps them…
LUIS
Claudia, can I talk to you for a minute?
CLAUDIA
I have to brush Eli's hair. We have to go, or we'll miss the bus. Come on sweetie, upstairs.
LUIS
We need to talk. Please.
STELA
Mother, I'm thirsty.
ZINA
I know, honey. But we need to hurry. They're chasing us.
STELA
They need water.
CLAUDIA
Well, then… Maybe it starts raining.
ELIA
Stop it, stop it!
ZINA
We're saved!
STELA
This is wonderful, mother. We're saved!
ZINA
Open your mouth, darling. Open your mouth.
STELA
This is wonderful.
ZINA
We're saved.

ELIA (OFF)
Stop it! Stop it!
CLAUDIA
Come on sweetie, it's only water.
ELIA
No. It's cold. Stop it.

CLAUDIA
What is it?
ELIA
It never rains in the desert. Everybody knows that.
CLAUDIA
Never?
ELIA
Never. They told us at school.
ZINA
Wake up, honey. There's water.
ZINA
Don't worry.
Don't worry. We won't hurt you. We need your help.
STELA
Please don't go.

LILA
You are Queen Zina. And you must be little Stela.
STELA
Yes. How did you know?
LILA
We know lots of things. I'm Lila.
ZINA
We have to return to the palace. We must warn them.
LILA
I know. Don't worry. I can help. Give me your hands.
ELIA
Mummy, mummy. I know how we'll escape the desert… You were right. Someone was going to help us.
CLAUDIA
Leave me be.
ELIA
But mum…
LUIS
Eli, go to your room.
ELIA
Her name's Lila. She's a desert fairy…
LUIS
I thought I made myself clear last time…
I don't like this any more than you do, Claudia, but you're giving me no choice.
A mi tampoco me gusta esto. Pero me estás obligando a hacerlo. 

Creí que la última vez había quedado claro…

ZINA
Where are we?
LILA
On the shores of the Placid Sea. I can't take you any further. Nothing can fly over it. Not even a fly.
ZINA
I thought it was a legend.
LILA
I wish it were. Your kingdom is on the other side. I'm sorry I can't be more help.
STELA
All we have to do is cross it and we're home. Right, mother?
ZINA
It's not that simple. Legend has it that any living being who touches the waters of the Placid Sea falls into a deep sleep and never wakes up.
There is no way across.
LUIS
Come on, Elia. Get ready, or you'll be late.
ELIA
But mummy isn't up yet.
LUIS
Mummy isn't well today. Aunty Violeta is coming to take you to the bus.
That must be her now.
LUIS
Hi, Violeta. Come in. Thanks for coming.
VIOLETA
No trouble. It means I get to see the little one.
LUIS
Come through.
VIOLETA
Hi, little one. Have you got everything? It's time to go.
ELIA
Nearly.
VIOLETA
Hey… I was thinking we could go to the country this weekend.
ELIA
Cool. We could pick berries with mummy and make a pie. Or even play with the kittens.
VIOLETA
Yes. The thing is, mummy won't be able to come. We have to go by ourselves.
ELIA
Why can't she come?
VIOLETA
Daddy didn't tell you? Well, mummy needs be alone and rest for a while.
ELIA
You're bad.
VIOLETA
Hey, Elia wait!
LUIS
I told you not to bother your mother.
COMMANDER
Your Majesty. It's a pleasure to see you again.
ZINA
If you shed one drop of our blood, you'll be damned forever.
COMMANDER
I know, Your Majesty. That's why we are here. You won't die, but you and the princess will sleep forever.
STELA
Lila!
ZINA
Lila, why have you done this to us?
LILA
They made me.
LUIS
Finish your food, Eli.
ELIA
I'm not hungry
LUIS
I said eat it!
LUIS
Sorry, love. Daddy's a little on edge. I'm sorry.
ELIA
Where's mummy? Is she still sick?
LUIS
Yes, she's sleeping. She needs her rest. But don't you worry about that. Eat your food and go to bed.
LUIS
Where have you been? I knew it was a bad idea. Okay. Stay there and I'll come and get you.
LUIS
Eli. Daddy has to go out for a minute. Stay here and watch the telly, okay? Watch some of those cartoons you like.
ELIA
Can I watch them with mummy?
LUIS
No. No, Eli. It's best not to wake her. I'll be right back, okay? Don't you go anywhere. Promise?
CLAUDIA
Are they here?
ELIA
No. Daddy just left. Are you better?
ELIA
Mummy. They catch them in the end, don't they?
Mummy.

They catch the queen and the princess.
CLAUDIA
They're very close, sweetie. But we can't let that happen. We mustn't.
COMMANDER
I will be the one true king.
ZINA
Even if we disappear, you'll never be the true king.
COMMANDER
I'll just have to settle for absolute power.
ZINA
Wait! I'll marry you.
Only then will you be the one true king. You will rule over all of your people, not through fear, but because they respect you as their true king.
COMMANDER
I like the idea.
ZINA
Let Stela go, and she will never return to the kingdom.
COMMANDER
What if she does…?
ZINA
I'll kill her myself and then take my own life.
STELA
Mother. No.
ZINA
Darling, it's the only way.
COMMANDER
I shall be king after all. And you shall be my queen.
ZINA
Will you? Will you let her go?
ELIA
What happens then?
CLAUDIA
Did you hear that?
ELIA
What?
CLAUDIA
We have to leave. We're out of time. Run!

COMMANDER
Fairy. Do your job.
Princess, your way home is there. Wherever that may be.
STELA
Mother, please.

ZINA
Go, my love. Remember I love you.
COMMANDER
Go, before I change my mind!
LUIS
Eli! Claudia! Eli! Claudia!
CLAUDIA
We have to hide. They mustn't hear us.
ELIA
Are they here?
LUIS
Claudia! Claudia! Claudia, where is Eli?
Claudia, look at me. Where is Eli?
CLAUDIA
She has to cross the sea. They'll kill her otherwise.
She has to cross the sea.
LUIS
I should have done something sooner. I knew she wasn't taking her medication.
DOCTOR
The main thing now is for her to get through this crisis. She is the only one responsible for her medication. You can't blame yourself.
LUIS
How did it come to this?
DOCTOR
We have to hospitalise her, Luis. We'll see how she gets on.
WOMAN
Come on, Claudia, take the pill. It'll do you good.
MAN
It'll put you to sleep.
CLAUDIA
They sent you. You want to put me to sleep. Leave me alone, leave me alone.
LUIS
Claudia. Claudia, honey, look at me. Take the pill, please.

CLAUDIA
The kingdom will never be yours. Never!
CLAUDIA
Leave me alone!
DOCTOR
Restrain her.
CLAUDIA
Stela, Stela.
ELIA
Mummy. I'm here.
CLAUDIA
My baby.
CLAUDIA
They'll catch us. They'll hurt you.
ELIA
No. We can make it. We have a secret weapon. Remember?
ELIA
Yes.
CLAUDIA
No. It's not true.
ELIA
Yes. You have to remember.
ELIA (OFF)
The sorcerer gave it to the queen just before the traitors came.
STELA
Take it.
ELIA
Take it.
ELIA (OFF)
And the queen and the princess returned to their kingdom, where they lived happily ever after.
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