MIGUEL: When I was 12 or 13 years old I started living as a boy.

 ANA/DIEGO: I guess it’s always been an innate sense I’ve had...I’ve always felt as if I were two but you end up being the one that is a better fit, you know?  My aunt Carmen called me “macho man”, not a tomboy but “macho man”...it was like ‘boom!’...and that kinda offended me but I also kinda liked it.

 MIGUEL:  I didn’t really use the word “transsexual”...I really only wanted them to treat me like a man.  I suppose I felt out of place as a girl...I looked around and I felt out of place...I felt like something was wrong...I don’t know...

 ANA/DIEGO:   In some ways I am a woman and in other ways I am a man.  I like to define myself as a man, at least linguistically.  To me it seems that it is one of the most difficult things and even more so the matter of associating faces with an “o”, with an “a”...I am trying to separate these kinds of things form each other...

MIGUEL:  I expressed it to those around me, to my family...and before, the situation at the beginning of the 2000s, there was very little information about transsexualism and even less about transsexual boys.  They took me to see a pediatrician and he told them “You have to take him to Hospital Clinico where they work with this sort of thing.”  And from there began a long process of psychiatrization...

ANA/DIEGO: I didn’t like skirts, I didn’t like flowers, I didn’t like most of what they imposed on me...I felt very made-up with all of that.  It’s funny because to other people it seems like the disguise starts now but perhaps it has always been like that for women.

MIGUEL:  In that moment the process just continued...I didn’t try to rationalize it, I didn’t think about what was happening to me.  What ended up happening is, evidently, I rebelled against it.  I couldn’t understand why I had to answer all those questions just because I wanted to be a boy and take hormones.  I didn’t understand what the objective of the therapy was...to see if I’m right, try to cure me, wait to see if I’d make a decision between being a girl or a boy...it wasn’t clear to me.

DAVID/MARICARMEN:  In regards to gender, I wouldn’t define myself by any of the models that I’ve seen of masculinity or men...

I don’t feel like a woman because I know that, in this society, I’ll never experience certain pressures, placed from the outside, or certain fears, or certain struggles or the strength of spirit needed ...they’re not going to make me feel like I’m in the position “of”, they will always treat me like a man...

MIRIAM:  If we try to make a case for the standard representation of what it means to be a woman...it would be difficult.  I define myself as a woman by characteristics that are associated with masculinity, like self-affirmation, empowerment, being independent, being autonomous, not being heterosexual...hahaha...perhaps according to the system I’m not a woman but for me I am and...of course understanding it as an open category, women as an open category.

DAVID/MARICARMEN: I think that I chose to be transgender, it made me rethink my masculinity because I didn’t like it...but I didn’t like mine either, eh?

 
MIGUEL: The two sources of information that I had, besides the Internet, were the psychiatrists, who gave me information that was pretty bleak...like, “when it becomes clear for you and you make the decision we’ll make you a man, but for the time being”...and it was like what do you mean, what does this mean, what are you going to make me...I already am a man, I wanted to say.  It’s very complicated, it’s scary...
This takes us to another question, what is a man and what is a woman...
MIGUEL:  It’s a construct, it’s made up, it doesn’t exist.  I don’t believe it does.  For me it’s like a religion, an ideology.  I don’t believe in it.  From the moment a person arrives on Earth they don’t feel like a man or a woman.  One thing is anatomy and another is the feeling is you have...it’s that...you could say it’s like an essence...I don’t feel like that.  I know that to survive I have to say that I’m a man and in other areas that I’m a woman...but it’s only a survival mechanism, it’s a strategy because later, when I arrive home, I don’t think...great!  I’m a man! No, no, I am me and...I mean this language has set up a reality when it’s really not like that... 

MIRIAM: I consider that being a woman is having to adapt to a concrete idea of what our culture considers to be women, same as with men.  To be a man is to make yourself into a man.  No one is born a woman and no one is born a man. We become women or we become men.  You have a sex that corresponds to a masculine or feminine body...

DAVID/MARICARMEN:  The way you are born is your sex, even though you might only have one breast, it happens sometimes, or you’re born a hermaphrodite, with ambiguous genitals, with testicles and something else.  It continues to be your sex, it is your sex, it’s the way you have come into the world...

 MIRIAM:  You have a gender in which you’re going to develop either masculine or feminine roles...

 DAVID/MARICARMEN:  Gender is already constructed and so it is something you just accept.  If during your whole life they go planting certain fears in you, you’ll accept that you are one thing or the other, won’t you?  For example, they treat you as a masculine figure for your entire life because they see you as a boy because of your organs...you put on little boxers, you piss standing up, you like girls...and all of that constructs your role as a man.  You can take this apart, you can break away from this but it’s a really tough personal journey.  In your life you have to question lots of things and this is one of them, asking yourself if I’m a boy because I want to be a boy or because, for all of my life the television, the family, the church, patriarchy, society in general, the market, capitalism, everything...they have treated you like that so...

MIRIAM: It is a way of understanding gender.  It’s not like something that has its origin in the body but rather something that our culture constructs...that it constructs because, in order for the capitalist system to continue, it is necessary that the world is divided in to men and women, so that someone reproduces it because no productive system reproduces itself. 

ANA/DIEGO:  I believe that there are lots of instances in which women are hyper-sexualized very quickly from a young age, starting with a bikini for a three year old child, it doesn’t matter that her underwear would be more comfortable, that the bikini isn’t necessary...

 

First we rob them of their childhood and then we want to protect them in other ways, you know?  It’s a double morality, isn’t it?

 DAVID/MARICARMEN: Keep in mind that when you are born, I don’t know until which age, you have an incredible ability to absorb everything.  And then all of that stays with you, it’s the age at which you receive everything and if you live in a society that’s already set up as it is, it’s much easier to follow the path that has already been pre-packaged for you than follow your own path, right?

 ANA/DIEGO: Then, when you reach adolescence, suddenly they tell us, “Ok, grow your hair out long, you’ll look better with highlights, you don’t want to wear make-up??”  There are two sides of the story for some our parents...On one hand it’s, “Where are you going to go, you’re not going to accomplish anything, how are you going to get a jon interview”..and above all,” Who’s going to fall in love with you as you are”...or “How are you going to get married if you’re always too lazy to make yourself up”...like it’s about being being lazy or something.

 And my mother, my family is rather religious and conservative, very intelligent and cultured, very cultured but with very traditional values and everything  that goes along with that...and my sister has suffered because of this as well.  And, in reality, I don’t know which has been worse because they’ve never called me a slut or never said to me you go around dressed like a whore... for wearing things that, to me, were not that provocative because, as I told you, we come from a very traditional family.  You wouldn’t even dare to go around wearing anything that scandalous, much less spandex or lingerie and definitely not showing any skin.

 DAVID/MARICARMEN: Here we are getting ready for the Trans party in the Occupied Social Center, Can Vies, and this afternoon we have a demonstration that starts in University Square.  The demands are clear, we want them to remove transsexuality from the psychiatry handbook.  Let’s see if we can accomplish it.  In 2012 a new handbook of mental illnesses is coming out and we want to have accomplished it, we are sure that it’ll be done.  And here we are getting ready for the party that’s at night, it’s gonna be very big.

MIRIAM:  I basically came to the trans movement from feminism.  There was a point in my feminist evolution or my feminist journey, so as not to give it the meaning of “evolutionary”, when I realized that feminism is a social and theoretical movement that tries to transform the relationship between genders but in reality your way of understanding and looking at the world comes from these categories of ‘men’ and ‘women’ and this, in a way, halts the intended social transformation...and I understand that the base of the whole feminist movement there has to be questioning of this dichotomy of man-woman. 

MIGUEL: Gender Identity Disorder...it’s the psychiatric category underneath what is designated transsexuality.  It’s mandatory that you have the diagnosis in order to gain access to hormonal treatments, the plastic surgeries and name changes.  Having the certificate is a way of saying I’m a real trans and the doctors recognize it...what I have isn’t just paranoia.  The paradigm with the disorder is that transsexuality is a biological or cerebral question.  There are hypotheses that say that it could be that during the pregnancy testosterone rains down upon you...and it makes your brain modify itself but not your body...a tale that I don’t believe in...I don’t play this game...

 

A doctor or biologist could come right now and tell me some spiel and I wouldn’t be able to answer him because I don’t know medicine or biology, but I don’t accept it.  I am convinced...And I can demonstrate that, from a social science perspective, that this is a social construct.  I’m not going to discuss if it’s a shower of testosterone in the same way that he won’t discuss with me whether it’s a strategy of social control, we feel the same way...I am a sociologist, you are a psychiatrist, don’t make me have to justify things from a psychiatry point of view when I can explain it from another perspective..

 And this is the difficulty we always have with doctors...they speak to us about things like hormones and medical procedures, things that we don;r have answers for.  We have to put a limit here...we don’t want to answer, we don’t agree with this..

 DEMONSTRATION: The disease is the psychiatry

 MIGUEL: Also, they make you take the Minnesota test to see if they detect other mental illnesses.  The logic of disease is rather freaky, you could say...For my diagnosis they put: this person has Gender Identity Disorder, which means that I don’t have any other mental illnesses or other illness, that I’m really  transsexual.  So the only thing that this means is that I’m healthy?  “Yes, yes” the doctors tell you...So, if I’m healthy, why are you diagnosing me with a disease?  This, on one hand...and second of all, something that hardly exists here but in the United States there is a strong movement by psychiatrists who say that you can’t cure a disease by reinforcing it.  If you have a disease, then we’ll cure you!

They can’t just say, “Oh, ok, you believe you’re a boy so we will operate on you.”  No,no,no here there is a contradiction because if you are someone who is insane or delusional they wouldn’t do this..what I’m saying is, if I have a disease, I want you to cure me...I don’t want you to give me hormones.

 DEMONSTRATION: No, no, no to psychiatry

 MIGUEL: The greatest phrase is “I’m waiting for the psychiatrist to tell me yes.”  And this means, “I’ve been taking hormones for 3 years and I want to have my breasts removed, I’ve gone to the psychiatrist so that he’ll refer me to a surgeon and I’m waiting for him to tell me yes.”  And the question we have is, “Why does the ‘yes’ from the psychiatrist matter?”  We don’t know, they say that when they see it more clearly...but based on what?  There are people who wait for years for them to see it and then, one day, they see it...

 ANA/DIEGO: At the moment, I don’t feel like using any other type of enhancement on my body than I already do.  Perfume is an enhancement...cutting your nails is an enhancement...wearing a moustache is an enhancement...and clothes are prosthetics as well..

 MIGUEL:  I’m not against the operation itself but rather the logic behind the operation...

 DIEGO MANI:  Down with the psychiatric jargon..to the cage, to the cage...

 MIGUEL:  It’s the only mental illness in the world they solve by operating on the patient, the only one in the entire DSM.  It’s the only exception in which the doctors think that the treatment is to go along with whatever the patient thinks until it comes to the point of chemical castration.  There is something strange here and something needs to be said about it.

DAVID/MARICARMEN:  It’s not as easy as going to have a vaginoplasty and that’s it. No...you have to introduce dildos, begin dilating.  You have to control a lot of smells, the time it takes for the scars to heal, if it goes well or if it goes badly, if you reject it or not...

 ANA/DIEGO:  I don’t want to change anything genital-wise..it’s all fine the way it is and it works wonderfully.  For me that’s clear.  I’ve thought about having my breasts removed once or twice...well, there are also great shirts...and right now I don’t having the luxury of getting another body...

 MIGUEL: In high school, my environment was very hostile.  I needed to affirm who I was and I searched for places I could do that.  I was 14 years old when I went to a workshop for drag kings...

 DAVID/MARICARMEN:  It’s a workshop focused on empowering women, to experiment taking on the roll of masculinity to see how it would feel if I, as a woman, began to live as a man.

 ANA/DIEGO:  Lately I’ve been thinking of working with feminine cross-dressing, to confirm the theory that all of us are transsexuals, paradigmically.  And all of us go on a journey through our own sex, the one that they tell us it is and later the path, a learning experience...And many things are bought, you can’t deny it...

 This has always been very suspicious, that both genders have to buy so many things. The generic construction of the economy and the market...it depends on the genders as well, it’s very important, don’t forget it...

 MIGUEL:  I think that, in other contexts, I wouldn’t be considered transsexual...I would be considered a very masculine girl.  There’s not much that separates me from a very masculine girl.  It’s the borderline where I made that decision and you didn’t make that decision.  I’m glad that you were capable of doing it but I incapable, I couldn’t do it anymore...If I hadn’t had reference points of other transsexual boys who hasn’t been operated on, I probably would’ve had the operation, with the name change already done and I would live the life of a dude.  But I had by my side the good part of the feminist movement and the lesbian movement, and this orients you.  You know that you are part of the marginal part of society but you know what your references are and who you are and what you are not.  But I swear to you that if we went back 6 years ago my view was much more masculine, it was very important for me to come off as masculine...and then the time passes and you begin to relax..I don’t know, maybe in 10 years I’ll catch a fever like that again...

ANA/DIEGO: Now I’m going to show you how I put my beard on...I got to the hairdresser and I tell the hairdresser to give me a bag at the end with all the hair he has cut off, that way later there aren’t any problems for me to match the shade of color or anything, haha...

 But, well, it’s ok to want to desire hair and other things like that...and clothes...or to be a little bigger...but in reality us trans and transgenders have to deconstruct a little our masculinity, because machismo is something that men and women both use and more than anything it oppresses them.  And stereotypes are ok but if they don’t try to be anti misogynists, anti-sexists, if they aren’t a little ‘phobophobos’, meaning to have a phobia of phobias, then it doesn’t help anyone because in the end what they do is what becomes natural, it becomes incorporated into the economic system and what make us more profitable...and it shouldn’t be like this, right?  I’m starting to worry about this...what kind of man am I trying to become?  But it also doesn’t help anyone if only transgenders and drag kings do this...and people who feel like wearing a suit.  If men don’t do this as well...this fight, this resolution, we can’t do it alone...it can’t only come from feminists no, no, it has to come from men, too.

-How is it?
-Very Nice 
-Good, the mirror says it’s good, more or less, but...
MIGUEL:  The psychiatric treatment makes sure that the discussion put in place to talk about our bodies is pre-determined...

-This is another topic, the body
Clearly.  If you go to a psychiatrist and you tell him that you are a boy but you would like to become pregnant and they look at you like...in the way that, look, if you are a boy, you are a boy.  And if you are a girl, you are a girl... if you want to be a boy, you can just go ahead and forget it...

And you leave from there everyday thinking “perhaps I need to have the operation, perhaps yes.”  This, when you are 40 years old, doesn’t impact you but with people who are 14,   yes.  And after 4 years of going to the psychiatrist it’s a miracle that you don’t want to have the operation.  You have to create a strong resistance to the ideas that are coming at you...and if you don’t have any other reference point than the psychiatrists, you’re going to have the operation for sure. 

DEMONSTRATION:  The Trans resistance is here!

MIRIAM:  Like Barbara Kruger said many years ago, our bodies are battlefields...but in this battle of forces there are bodies that are an exact copy of feminine and masculine bodies and that are a repetition of themselves.  But there are, as well, bodies that resist us, disobey us, and we try to experiment with different ways of being in the world.
 MIGUEL:  I’m coming from, “ I don’t want a mirror reflecting my life; that I don’t wnt to go to the shower, to deny everything that I see when I see my body.  It’s alot of pressure because that’s how you are but if you have other references, it’s different.  The trans boys that I met later, most of them from other countries, go out in the street wearing T-shirts that say, “I’m proud of my vagina.”  And they destroy that way of thinking...

I remember a mani trans in Paris, where the activists are really radical.  I met one of them, a super good-looking guy who was wearing a t-shirt that had “proud of my vagina”, it really threw me off, like...holy shit, you know what you’re talking about, shit, it is possible.  And then you want to die...because you’re not proud of it at all. And you say, why is he and I’m not?...it’s complicated...it’s complicated.  And almost always you feel defeated.

 

DAVIDMARICARMEN:  Look, there exists other ways to live in this world without needing to be a man with a dick...

(Title) Phallus without plasty

MIRIAM:  And we are constantly subjected to images, to mirrors...and our bodies don’t change according to these images.  Looking in the mirror has always been awful for me.  I keep looking and I can’t find myself in this image because I’m not this image... 

ANA/DIEGO:  With all of the images we could have...and to choose the closest to the real image and of ourselves, and still this silhouette is always disgusting, isn’t it? 

MIRIAM: Because you confuse the image with reality..

 ANA/DIEGO:  This journey towards femininity, this conquest, this path...you’ll never get there...you’ll never be pretty enough...and in reality, I didn’t want this struggle, I didn’t want to have this as part of my story...and I’ve realized that I feel so much more attractive like this.  And that it is the same, this is a disguise and when I get home at night I have to take off my make-up, just like everyone else...

 Perhaps we’re talking about a part of the egocentric relationship that you have with yourself and the mirror, but you can’t forget it, it’s something we all have...some more, others less because I’ve always had to battle with it...and other people have come to grips with it and others get angry with the mirror because they’ve put on weight and then they don’t want to look at themselves in the mirror...I don’t know...and someone else isn’t bothered by these kilos.  This relationship with the mirror is a process, it’s temporary.  But of course, this has been a recent change..

 This doesn’t have to be the same for everyone, by no means but one can experiment, investigate and not see it as a disorder.

 DAVID/MARICARMEN: Then the very powerful patriarchal system came along... Clearly, if you are a man and you want to become a woman, well that’s your problem but be careful...because if you’re going to be a woman you’re moving down the ladder...and it’s like...we’ll make it easy for you because you  have a problem...but it goes from you having a problem to you becoming the problem when you are a woman and you want to move up the ladder...oh man, watch out...

Stew? 
ANADIEGO: Yeah, stew with chicken or with pork loin, what was that?

Does it give you heartburn?
Always, everything gives me heartburn...

 DAVID/MARICARMEN: And here it is incredibly, tremendously, brutally difficult to get the hormones, because you´re climbing to that level of comfort that only men should enjoy and you´re putting the system in doubt, in question.  From patriarchy to the strong family unit like...imagine men having children...but no, I haven´t had a child with a woman, no, I was pregnant myself...I mean...you shatter this way of thinking and this scares people..

MIGUEL: Everything carries it´s own weight, it´s clear that you can´t argue this..they can already do thousands of studies on the brains of transexuals that no one is explaining because some of these are set things that you can freely access and others you cannot...What is the criteria?  How do you justify women increasing their breast size by 4 and others can´t have them removed?  Can´t women and men freely decide about their bodies?  Can they or can´t they?  They can´t..

 They can only do so in the way that is allowed, permitted, official..
 MIGUEL: The problem is that the system if really well made, even those of us who say that we are neither women nor men continue following the rules so that they´ll accept us...we agree, but you wear your hair long and I wear mine short, you wear boots and I wear sneakers...you come to the point where rebellion is difficult...even to try and rebel you have to use their methods...and you never really escape it...you can´t just got to work at la Caixa one day wearing a tie and the next heels...this is forbidden, there are very clear rules...The total deconstruction of gender is a utopia, on a political level it´s not an objective, right now I don´t even think of it.. 

MIRIAM:  Gender is a system of domination, a system of exploitation that divides the world into masculine and feminine so that everyone conforms to the status quo and social order and economic establishment...

Gender and culture and the way we have to understand roles and behaviorisms are what mold the way we look at a body and what we are going to see in a body.

 MIGUEL:  I remember there was a psychologist who asked me every day when I arrived, ¨Today we are going to do a balance, if this is a boy and this is a girl, how is the balance today?¨ And the day comes when you ask the question, why does the balance matter?  If we imagine that today I really feel like a girl...does it have anything to do with me asking you for testosterone?  No, but in this way of thinking, yes...

 The problem with the concept of balance is you go through the week thinking boy, girl, balance, you take it in...and it´s craziness...because I know how I am this week, don´t confuse me more..it was really nuts...

 All of my colleagues that went with me to the consultations treated me like a guy, my mother treated me like a guy, but it didn´t matter...I went into the consultation and ¨Hey girl, how are you, balance...look, for 4 years they asked me the same question...there´s a lot of tension...I told the psychologist: ¨I want to know what you need to know so that you can give me this paper because I don´t know what else to tell you¨.. and she threw me out... out, and if you want to continue with this attitude, don´t come back.¨  And I didn´t do it consciously, it wasn´t anything political, it was a very spontaneous question, very visceral, ¨Why do I have to come and tell you my sorrows everyday?¨ What do you want to know?  What´s the right answer?  And of course, it really makes them upset, but they become angry with themselves as well, because there is no right answer.

 MIGUEL:  When I turned 18 they gave me the prescription for the testosterone but by then I didn´t want them.  I had been watching my acquaintances take hormones for a long time, I had travelled out of the country, I had met other transgender people... and what I wanted was not to be a ´real man´...I wanted to live and...I really like to sing and I was afraid of changing my voice...and so I preferred not to take the hormones...I had some debates...and what if I change alot and tomorrow I go out of the house with a beard and so much fighting so I could get the hormones and I had the prescriptions in a drawer.  And it was a way of resisting as well...I was very influenced by certain theories, by certain discussions and I said, “I´m not going to be operated on and I won´t take the hormones!”  Then what happens is that in your daily life, 18, 19, 20 years old, girls and boys are very different.  I could´ve been a boy but boys my age were 1.80 meters tall, they had beards, impressive backs...next to these boys I couldn´t pass as a boy...the passing, a word used frequently in the trans world.  And I went from resisting to...almost always people treat me like a woman or people ask me if I´m a girl or a boy and I was really sick of it and I wanted to become unnoticiable.  Because of this I always say that the plight of being transgender or adrongynous, it´s hard but not really...a moment comes when you say...ok, I can´t do it anymore.  At the end of the day I´ve been treated like a boy 30 times and like a girl 30 times and then I arrive home, so confused...yeah, you can say to yourself, it doesn´t matter, I´m neither a boy nor a girl, but it creates a mess in your head...

 DAVID/MARI: I don´t support taking hormones or not taking hormones.  I support the people doing to their bodies what they want to.  I would love it if everyone could say “I know that there have been other ways” and then if it could be, within what fits, a personal choice....but there are always people who tell you...before this we are who we are..

 MIGUEL: So, I started to take the hormones because I was tired of it..

 At what age?
 I started when I was 20.  It was a process that... I didn´t want to put my body in that istuation and so I would stop, continue, and then stop again...I´m still at that point where...right now I don´t want to go to to the operation table, I don´t know, maybe in 20 years but now no and so I need to be careful because they might  make it to where you have to remove certain organs, but no one really knows anything about this.  They´re people who think hormones are the same as cancer..there are people who say that you can take hgormones for 20 years and nothing will happen to you.  It´s complete chaos.  You can buy female hormones in the farmacy right now but if you want you can´t buy testosterone.  You understand certain things when you take testosterone..you have more energy, as if you´d been drinking red bull all day.  I see it as a physical experience...if you hadn´t had it, it´s possible that you would do things and not understand why.  It has helped me understand why guys can have this much energy all the time.  One thing that surpriserd me alot was the diffeerence in body heat.  I´m always cold and when I started to take the ghromones, I was always hot.  And something that always fascinated me as a child was that even when it was 10 or 5 degrees, they could go outside with only a t-shirt.  But how do they do it??  And when you start taking the hormones, you could go out with only a t-shirt when it´s 5 degrees..and the mystery of the essence of masculinity loses it´s secret...so if all of my girlfriends took hormones we would all be the same, right? And then you begin to relax, I don´t feel in awe of men anymore...

How do they deal with topics like `pleasure and desire in a psychiatric consultation...what do they suppose you should do about your desires while you´re in this process/treatment?
 MIGUEL: No, no, they don´t deal with it.  They think that you don´t have any desires because you have this body.  It´s really looked well upon people who say “I had my first relationship when I was 34 years old, after my operation..” jeez, very good, man…I remember a few months ago in group therapy...because apart from consultations and those with your family, there are therapy groups of only transexuals...And one girl, really pretty, really young, said “Doctor, I have a problem, I want to go to the disco, all of my friends go, but if I go and hook up with a boy, how do I tell him that I´m trans and I don´t have what he thinks I have between my legs?”  And everyone began to give her advice, “You just can´t go to the disco until you´ve had the operation..then you´ll go, then you´ll go.” And logically you´d think that the psychologist would stop this train of thought and say, “No, this is your body and it is perfect as it is and if the people don´t understand, I know we can explain it, it isn’t necessary to have the operation.”  And what was the psychologist’s answer?  “When you have had the operation, then you’ll be able to go and you’ll see that everything will be much easier.”...This is despicable, this person has a hurt that a vaginoplasty will  only conceal....and you can’t say this, my position is very critical....even more so for transexual people because I’m saying that you can live without having the vaginoplasty.  And who am I to say this?  I, who as well has felt the need for these operations, can say that once I saw men with breasts, my obsession for a mastectomy diminished...

SONG
 Welcome to my consultation, I’m Doctor Guerrero

Don’t you worry, we’re going to help you

Right now we are making an estimate for you

to make you a woman

cheeks, nose and lips

hips, Adam’s apple and chest

smooth over the jaw line

and some hair implants…

 MIGUEL:  It’s not that I don’t ever want to have any operations...and of course it bothers me  to have breasts and to have to cover myself, but I have a lot of trans friends who have never been to the beach...I can say that I’ve gone, even though they haven’t operated on me, I’ve gone...and I don’t know what’s better, the operating room or the beach...Ah, I don’t even want to play around with the logic anymore.  Of course it bothers me that people look at me like this, like they don’t understand, that’s for sure...but don’t tell me the solution is to have an operation because this is just a band-aid...the solution is for the people not to look at me like that...it’s a no-brainer...don’t tell me this meanwhile, meanwhile teach me how to have the courage to go out in the street with this body....And in this sense psychiatrists have a big task in front of them and they can do it.  So do it, give us tools to be able to love ourselves...and then I will be pro-psychiatry forever but while it consists of “It’s better that you don’t go”...No, I wouldn’t even think of defending it..

 DAVID/MARICARMEN: And you have to be the one to decide about your life and your body, to think freely and from here decide if you want to do it or not...but if you want to do it, I’ll be here supporting you...

 MIGUEL:  To be in a bar, when a girl comes to talk to you and you tell her, “I’m transexual”...ahh...”so have you had the operation?” and you say no...”well then I’m not interested”...it hurts a little bit at the time...you say...damnit, shit...now when they ask me if I’ve had the operation I tell them, “Figure it out, it doesn’t bother me.”

TITLE MANI: Look here, I won’t tell you who I am

MIRIAM: You have a sex that corresponds with a male or female body...you have a gender within which you develop masculine or feminine roles...and consequently you have a sexuality guided by a gender contrary to what you are...and this cohesiveness will be what makes your identity...But really this cohesiveness is totally false...sexuality is also a construct of power, clearly, and heterosexual sexuality, designed for the reproductive family, is a very recent invention that came from the post-industrial revolution, especially the 19th century, with the increase of the bourgeoisie and capitalism, because it’s the patriarchal structure that allows us to sustain the system.  It was because of this that in the 19th century the term “homo sexual” was born.  Sodomy was what existed before or there were actions that were more or less prohibited by law, but the concept “homosexual” did not exist.  It was when they started to create this heterosexual sexuality as the norm, based in the nuclear and reproductive family, when they began to analyze all dissident forms of sexuality, that don’t fit within the norm...and they began to categorize all of these types of sexualities so that they could then label them as unhealthy, disturbed, like...

 DAVID/MARICARMEN:  It’s not that you aren’t heterosexual, it’s that heterosexuality doesn’t exist and being gay or lesbian doesn’t exist or they exist in a political way...and having been suppressed, they’ve created a movement and that movement is the gay movement, but you’re not gay, being gay doesn’t exist, what is someone who is gay?  You only fuck men?  Well right there is a problem, for example, because who is a man?  Yes, I know who a man is, a man is someone with certain privileges and all that...but as far as sexuality?

MIRIAM: In fact, Monique Vittig goes even further and affirms that lesbians are not women in a conference in the United States..

I prefer to call myself a woman, a lesbian, a politician...what goes along with being a lesbian doesn’t quench my desire nor does it define it.  I like boys, I like S&M, I like intergenerational sex, I like women, why does my sexuality have to be defined by the gender of the object of my desire?  I completely reject that...but yeah, I do consider the term “lesbian” a very operative tool...politically, and in certain contexts I claim it and use it.

DAVID/MARICARMEN:  The moment women begin to question whether or not they control their own sexuality, up rises societal fear.  It’s because, if my woman can control her own sexuality she’ll be free to leave me for another man or woman and up until now this has been something available only to men...

 Do you agree that it’s just the opposite?
MIRIAM:  I don’t consider anyone to be completely heterosexual or homosexual or absolutely, 100% lesbian...they are choices that have millions of inconsistencies and are continually doubted.  If you analyze your desires, your sexual practices...you realize they are much more complex than that, that they don’t fit into a box.

 DAVID/MARICARMEN:  It’s like putting heterosexual and gay on a scale, but there will continue to be different degrees.  It’s impossible to be heterosexual...ANd when you break on of the rules you no longer are...Any man that is even minimally effeminate is not heterosexual...any practice...even putting one little finger up the butt is crossing the line according to the standards created by heterosexuality.

(Title) Metrosexual

They keep creating , for example, metrosexual, has already existed for a long time. But metrosexual, I mean, it’s very manly...everything they create is based in men, it’s well...if I’m not heterosexual I’ll be....I still have a big cock...hahaha..how do I explain metrosexual to you...and it’s like...well anyways...it scares me...

MIGUEL:  And when it comes down to it, I no longer look at people as men or women, so I don’t know if I like women.  I like alot of people, sometimes boys, sometimes trans, sometimes women.  FOr me it’s impossible to look at the world and ask myself if I’m heterosexual or not.  I can’t, I don;t know what I am either, so I wouldn’t be able to tell you what it is that I like either...If I could, I would say that I like people who are less aggressive or more hyperactive...I could tell you this but whether I like women or men more, I don’t know.

Do you wear a wrap or anything?
Yeah, yeah, yeah...when I go out yeah...but I’ve learned that it has a meaning, I use it because I don’t want to go over the queer theory everytime someone looks at me...I can’t explain it to them, “I have breasts but it doesn’t matter, it’s a separate organ of the body and it doesn’t have to be  politicized sexually”  No...if people see it they treat you like a woman.

MIRIAM:  Queer is an American concept that has been used as an insult for a long time...it means weirdo, fag, pervert...at the end of the 80s and the beginning of the 90s, several small gay, lesbian, trans, feminists, etc came together and took back this category that for so long had been used to degrade them and in the end they changed the meaning and made it into a political weapon.

DAVID/MARICARMEN:  I think alot of times that when guys say “I’m queer”, you have to be very careful because it’s not the same to be a queer guy as it is to be a queer chick.  And watch what the queer guy says about destruction of gender, etc...but careful with that as well because the destruction of gender can be a beautiful thing within in social movements.  You’re in an meeting and ok, we’re going to talk about destroying gender, from now on don’t treat me as a woman or a man and all that...but society isn’t queer...you go out in the street and you face the real discussion and it’s that they discriminate against girls for being a woman,not for being men...here is where the queer guy must accept that it has historically been liek this for women...in a world that sin’t queer, that which is queer is a political tool and I’m always for trying to create a new world, but never to try and get rid of gender as part of this world...

MIRIAM:  In the United States there are queer studies...they are studies about gender, women, lesbians, gays, cultural studies...but what I believe is that it highlights a tendency that feminism has. It’s the tendency of questioning the binomial dynamic of man-woman and the binomial dynamic of men and women.  Also, the most criticized tendency within the LGTB movement, that questions “pink capitalism”, that assimilation of gays and lesbians into the system, gay marriage, all these equality measures which have dispossessed the LGTB movement of it’s power to revolutionize things.
MIGUEL:  There’s alot of discrimintation, that’s true, but there are also lots of people who put up with it.  WHen I go to the airport and show my I.D. card...”This isn’t your I.D.”...yes it is...”no it’s not”...I’m transexual...”ah, sorry..I didn’t realize it”  90% of the time!  Then there are some people who are a little crazy, like everywhere.  I’m not saying that there aren’t times when you have 4 crazy people that when a trans walks by, they being to scream and throw things at the person, I don’t deny that, obviously, but you have to talk about the other side as well, if not people feel like we’re not advancing and that it’s always us against the world....and no, I recognize that there are people, once in the situation, that say to you, “It;s the first time I’ve ever seen it, sorry”..they know how to behave themselves, and we appreciate it, we notice it, we don’t have to thank them for it but I do, because I understand that in the world we live in, not everyone is like that and I believe by saying it you encourage other people to do it as well.

ANA/DIEGO:  If this is just a big theater and all of us have a role to play, why does mine have to be a disorder and yours isn’t?  it doesn’t matter to me if one person likes to wear a bow on their cheek and someone else like wearing hair on their ear, it doesn't matter, in reality everyone finds fetishes, ways of desire or synchronized energies,,,it’s this moment when we find ourselves....and...I love to hang out with you but I hope I wouldn’t have known you under these circumstances..

MIGUEL:  How can you put on the table the idea that there are men or women while I speak as a man?  This is the perversion of the system.  And I really respect people who have managed to create environments where gender isn’t given importance, but I believe that they aren’t connected to reality, they are experiences that can happen to that particular person who has the resources to do so, cultural capital...and they can go to another world because they have the tools but for everyone else I don’t see it as possible.

Where are you with the I.D.?
 I haven’t started the process, I have the certificate and would need another to validate that I’ve been taking testosterone for more than 2 years but I won’t ask for it..

 It’s doesn’t bother you?
 No, because... 

I mean, you have a feminine name on your national I.D....
 Yes and I feel like it’s a way of remaining visible...there are times when I want to die because I don’t want them to know and I can’t avoid it...but I also think if I change it, how will they know that I’m trans?  Up to a certain point I don’t know that I want to hide it, it’s my identity and it gives depth to my character..I don’t have to be embarrassed to be trans...I’ve lived in a body of a woman and I know the reality for women because I’ve been educated like that and I also know how it is to be a boy...it’s an asset, an asset that lots of people don’t have...I don’t have to hide it..yes, on my I.D. there’s a feminine name because I was born in a woman’s body and it makes up part of my history...it doesn’t have anything to do with whether I’m called Miguel now or not...and if it confuses you, think about it but I don’t have to hide myself...another thing is, in order to survive, I change it when I can’t do it anymore, this is another topic.  The bottom line is that this is my name, it’s my truth, my story, I’m not ashamed of my name...why do I have to erase everything?  What do I need to erase if it’s me?

 THE END

 

 

 




