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LA TRAGEDIA DE RODAR UNA PELÍCULA

The tragedy of filming a movie

Autor: Israel de la Rosa

Cortometraje. Comedia. Cine dentro del cine.


Lista de diálogos:
MARÍA:

Does it hurt?
JAVIER:

A little bit.
MARÍA:

What time you have the appointment with the producer?
JAVIER:

At four o'clock.

MARÍA:

It is done.
JAVIER:

With tie?
MARÍA:

Yes, better. Best tie.
JAVIER:

Wearing a tie, I look like an asshole.

 

PRODUCTOR:
Look, I'm going to be honest, Javier: I have not read the 



script, I have not had time, we're very busy and... 




What is the storyline?

JAVIER:

It is about a person who has made a mistake in the past 



and now he ponders about it. He feels guilty and very



lonely. Because his sins have isolated him from the rest 



of society...
PRODUCTOR:
Stop saying bullshit. Tits, preferably big tits. Guns, 



blood, action, car chases, things that explode... People 



want to have fun, their lives are rubbish. Let's take 



everything what you already have, which is a good 



material, Javier, and we'll try to improve it. How was 



your Christmas?
JAVIER:

Well, quiet.

MARÍA:

How has fared the meeting?

JAVIER:

I don't know, I don't know... because...
MARÍA:

Sorry, what were you saying?
JAVIER:

Nothing.
MARÍA:

You did not tell me that you would sleep here today.
JAVIER:

Yes, I told you.
MARÍA:

No.
JAVIER:

Hi.
LAURA:

Hello, Javier, this is Laura, secretary of production. I 



call to give you the congratulations. The project has 



green light, everything is great, everything is ok, we are 



going to begin immediately. On Monday we are going to 


start with the reparto.
JAVIER:

With what?
LAURA:

Cast, testing, we will begin to see actors. By the way, 



we have changed a bit the characters. Now it is no 



longer a male protagonist, now there are two. And there 



is a new female character we thought is very important 



because she can improve so much the story. Woman's 



mother, who has a lot of problems with drink... A male 



character also, woman's ex-boyfriend, which is a very 



violent man and belongs a sect... Well, a lot of new 



things. We know exactly the profiles that we need so we 


will choose the actors. Therefore, we don't need you to 



be present because, frankly, it would be absurd.
LAURA:

Well, nothing more, Javier. All is great. See you at the 



Oscars, right? By the way, how was your Christmas?
JAVIER:

Well, quiet.
MARTA:

I am not going to show my tits, under any 





circumstances. Emphatically not. I'm an actress, I'm not 



a whore. I have a professional commitment, I have a 



debt with my job. That's all. My mission is to study the 



psychology of the character, her motivations. The why. 



Why she kills, why falls in love, why she decides to rob 



that bank and the alarm does not sound? Why? 




Something very different is to be justified: I have a 



tattoo near the nipple and this tattoo is the key of the 



safe. Everyone has a price. Professionally. Showing the 



chest, after all, it is not a tragedy. And, of course, it 



won't be a brake on my career.
ERNESTO:

I understood perfectly what you need about my 




character, Javier. I will confess one thing: this is the 



typical complex role, full of nuances, that I have always 



wished to interpret.
JAVIER:

Have you read the script?

ERNESTO:

No, but it doesn't matter, they have already told me 



something. It's all under control. I've captured the 




essence. I flee...
JAVIER:

You flee from where?

ERNESTO:

Jeweller's.

JAVIER:

What jeweller's?

ERNESTO:

Everything is perfect, Javi, we are on the same 




wavelength.
JAVIER:

What wavelength, Ernesto? What wavelength are you 



talking about?
ERNESTO:

Don't worry, relax, Javi, relax. How was your 




Christmas?
JAVIER:

We are in May, Ernesto.
ERNESTO:

And?

BEATRIZ:

For me, to play a role is like returning to my 




adolescence, like a trip to my first time. I had a very 



erotic adolescence, and in those microphones, in those 



vertical masts I find phallic symbols that caress me, that 



make me feel... that make me relive a wonderful 




experience.
ROSA:

Ok, we are almost... We are going to do another 




rehearsal to fix some marks, ¿ok?
ELISA:

Excuse me.
ROSA:

Yes?
ELISA:

Why is not the director?
ROSA:

Pardon?
ELISA:

I cannot work this way. I need a guide. The hand of the 



director is like a compass that...
ROSA:

The presence of the director is not important, his point 



of view is not relevant. We have changed things, we 



have improved significantly some scenes, and we prefer 



that he does not interfere in the process. It is much more 



practical.
ROSA:

Excuse me, what are you doing?
ALBA:

I'm limbering up.
ROSA:

But you are an extra coming from behind. You don't 



have to...

ALBA:

I know, but it is necessary to limber up. I cannot come 



on stage like that, do you understand?

JAVIER:

I have worked hard on the development of the 




character...

VOZ:


We have no focus, we stop for a moment.
JAVIER:

I have worked hard on the...
VOZ:


It has been an accident!!
JAVIER:

I have worked hard on the development of the 




character, in his solitude, even I was a period in several 



mountains to understand how he thinks, his feeling of 



fault, his isolation, and be able to transfer it into the 



script.
ERNESTO:

I think that nobody has followed me. Are you there? Do 



you copy? Mike?
JAVIER:

Mike?

VOZ:


Son of a bitch!!
MARÍA:

I need to talk to you. I've met someone. He is a 




wonderful person. He gives me things, things I need as a 


woman.
MARÍA:

Are you okay?
MARÍA:

Javier has a small penis and many difficulties to get an 



erection, but that was not a excuse for abandon him. It 



would be unfair to say something like that. The reality is 


that Javier, from a cinematographic point of view, does 



not have any talent, and perhaps that is the reason for all 


his problems and frustration.
TERAPEUTA:
And now we take all this pain inside, all this knot of 



anxiety, humiliation and defeat, and we expel it, ok? We 


take it and we extract it as if it were a harmful object, 



we... Excuse me, Javier.
TERAPEUTA:
Tell me. No, I cannot speak now. I'll call you in... Red 



bra. Yes, I've put it on for you. What? Whipped cream? 



For what?
REDACTORA:
Filmmakers always manipulate the movies. They pollute 


the scenes with banalities and aesthetic prejudices which 


unfortunately do not serve for nothing. A good film 



director should forget their narcissism and leave the true 


artistic expression to the people who actually have 



weight in the development of a film: actors, musician, 



costume designer...
LOCUTOR:

Well, and now, in our culture section, we are going to 



speak with Javier Belido about his next film. He is on 



the phone right now. We know that the filming is very 



advanced, and the premiere, except for modifications, is 



scheduled for late summer. Javier, good morning.
JAVIER:

Hello, good morning.
LOCUTOR:

Welcome to our cultural section. We imagine that you 



must be very busy and we thank you for your time. Tell 



us: what is your film about?
JAVIER:

Well, it is about a person who has made a mistake in the 


past and now...
LOCUTOR:

Javier, before I forget, I have to ask you for something, 



and I also remember to our radio listeners: this house 



has organized a contemporary poetry reading this 




evening, and we would love to be able to count with 



your presence.
JAVIER:

Thank you very much, but poetry never...
POETISA:

“I smile at her. Somebody has brought her a kiss this 



evening; she has it tied up with a cord, tightening her 



fingers so that it doesn’t blow away. There she goes, 



down the street, beautiful girl of blue, girl of ribbon, 



eyelash and candy."

ÉRIKA:

Hello, Javier, my name is Erika. Thank you for 




contacting me. Well, I know that it is a little weird using 


these dating websites but... I've done it other times and 



at the end you get accustomed, so... Ok, I will say the 



things that I like: beach, summer, sunbathe, discover 



new cities, travel... And now, I'll say things that I don't 



like: Chinese food, sushi... It makes me sick. Football, 



basketball, handball, tennis... Camping; I hate bugs. 



People smoking? I spew. Watching films... One movie 



occasionally it's okay, but I tire quickly. Sex. I do like 



sex, but the insistence overwhelms me. If the occasion 



arises, it's great, but persecution makes me lazy. Ok? 



Ok. Fuck, this is a shit... Elena! How can I stop this?
BEGOÑA:

Hi, Javier. This is Begoña Manuesa, one of the associate 


producers. I'm calling to inform you that the project was 


finally canceled. Filming was suspended this morning. 



We are very sorry. And I would like to take this 




opportunity to ask you to reintegrate us advance 




payment that we gave you a couple of months ago. 



Since your work as a director has no effect, we believe 



that this amount should be reimburse. We know it's a 



sensitive issue and we hope your maximum 





understanding about it. We would also like to let you 



know that we are your disposal for anything you need. 



Alberto Rodrigo, executive producer, has asked me to 



transmit his exact words. He said: "Javier, I deeply 



regret having to leave you hanging."
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