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The economy conditions our lives.

Scarcity is a restriction

imposed by nature itself.

It is not a human invention.

It is an unresolved dilemma.

An endless fight for survival.

THE INFINITE 

 
             JEST

The Earth is our home.

We know we’re sailing 

in the same boat.

And we’re getting to know each other.

Living space has diminished.

And our mistakes

travel at the speed of light.

Were you lucky to open your eyes?

How has the economic crisis affected you?

The crisis affected me greatly.

I’m in constant peril.

Of the six months I was in Dubai,

I only got work for four. 

So I could only send 

BDT49.000 (€500) home.

And I still owe the whole loan

I requested in order to emigrate.
I’ve only been able to pay the interest

and I can barely keep my family.

The BDT207.000 (€2,100) debt 

will still be a BDT207.000 debt.

I don’t have a single Taka (cent) 

to reduce the debt.

The crisis puts your economy at risk.

How does that make you feel?

To watch sales not happen or...

the silence in the gallery,

the stopping of sales that definetely

it not only affects your work motive

but makes you fear for your own job.

Everybody, including myself,

cut back to such scale that

you had to ask yourself wether 

something was worth buying.

Even a bottle of wine,

or something like that for your household.

I think everything was revalued.

At least in my life.

Are you competent?

What level of responsibility do you have?

What’s your attitude?

How does a Japanese person face it?

Personally, 

not much has changed.

The only difference

is that now I work longer hours.
I try to work as many hours

as possible.

But are you productive?

Are you sure this meeting makes sense?
Why do you fail?

What was that story...?

We like to dream

and speculate about our lives

and we overextended ourselves...

We felt like we were always

going to make money,

so to spending it wasn’t a big deal. 

As soon as the money started
to vanish...

or was seemingly withdrawn

from the economy,
millions of people lost their jobs.

That was when

the whole thing collapsed.

A spiritual collapse.

Do you consider yourself a victim?
And why not guilty?

You make decisions under pressure.
Without the appropriate information.
Without being prepared.
And you end up making mistakes.
What does your economy depend on?

My wages depend on the customers I get.

It seems the goose that laid

the golden egg is dead.

And the money we’ve got put away…

…has to be spent reasonably

and rationally.

Say it like that and it seems easy.
But you’re going to need a lot of luck.
How does inflation affected you?

All is expensive.

The worst is that you pay a lot

for things that should cost less.
And to pay for them, 

you have to spend your life working.
And that’s not good at all.
It’s the dog chasing its tail.
I limit my expenses so I can save.
If I spent the same as before,

I couldn’t save.
Now I refrain from spending

on clothes and leisure in order to save.
But does saving still have any credibility?
What good are savings if money

is worth less and less?

Is it possible for you to save?

I can’t save a Taka (cent).
Debt comes first, doesn't it?

It’s almost impossible for me to save.

Right now, I’m not saving a thing.

I could die at any time, 

so I’d rather spend it on fun.

How would you behave

if you knew the date of your death?

Why can’t you manage to live 

your life in peace?
How hard is it for you to be satisfied?
Money is important 

in order to cover my basic needs.
And to help my family.
For example, if I’ve got money,
I’ll be able to pay for the rice, the millet...
Take part of it to my family...
I’ll be able to pay for the electricity.

Pay for the water.
I’ll be able to 

give money to my girlfriend
for her personal shopping.
And I think that’s everything.
And for now you live alone...

Can you imagine supporting a family?

Can you afford the life you wish for?

It all depends on your idea of comfort.

The thing is that there are different

neighbourhoods to move into.

I think maybe that’s the important.

At least for New York,

there’s such an emphasis on lifestyle...

And it just depends on what that lifestyle is

and how much you need

to make that run.

You can be pulling in

a million dollars a year

and have your Upper East Side lifestyle,

or your Greenwich Village lifestyle,

or you can be pulling USD45,000 a year

and be living in Bushwick.

As an artist...

And having a studio,

following those dreams...

It's all about lifestyle, I suppose.

How long will those guys hang on?
There’s no other life but this one.
The economic foundations

of the United States

are wrapped up in the American myth

that anybody can make it.

That you can go from rags to riches. 

Following your dreams.

Being the greatest.

Being the next Rockefeller.

A pretty story.
What will the next trick be?
It’s exhausting not clarifying anything.
Money is what matters the most.
Someone like me, single and no children,
with no huge responsibilities

and living in Istanbul,
needs at least TRY3,000 (€1,440) a month.

On TRY3,000 (€1,440) a month,

you can’t even buy yourself a car.

But you can live well.
You can satisfy your cultural needs.
Meet up with your friends,

go on holiday once a year...
Oh yes, entertainment...
How often to you go out to restaurants?

I go to a restaurant once a week.

My job forces me to eat

in the office five days a week.

I can only go home to eat one day.

Contradictory, isn’t it?

For you, going out means eating at home.
To enjoy a quality of life,

first there has to be life.

How could I go to a restaurant?

I could only do that if I made money.

Maybe in another life...

The crisis will be resolved

one way or another.

There are too many people

who need to keep making money.

Too many financiers out there...

Too many bankers.

That's their job, to make money.

They might not make as much money

as they once did...

or they might make more.

It’s a collapse.

And there are people whose job it is to fix it

and to make money.

They make money for themselves

for the most part.

And who wouldn't do it if they could?

If the solution is the preservation

of Stock Exchange profits

and those of the big companies,

the crisis will repeat itself,

and the quality of life

for people will never improve.

Is it possible to change?

The economy changes constantly, 

the world too.
We the people must change
to adapt to those changes.
So I see... anyone can do that.
I don’t know what Americans have learnt 

from the crisis.

Maybe that things aren’t bound 

to turn out right.

And that money isn’t magically given to you

like a present from Santa Claus.

That things can go wrong.
Well...

things have already gone bad. 

What are your expectations?

Something will make the markets plunge.

Why?

Why?

I don’t know...

Because the economy
periodically needs to eliminate

those who do not meet its requirements.
By its own nature.

Five.

Four.

Three.

Two.

One.

Dream on.

Keep believing you’ll be able

to change your life.

That you’ll reach your goals.

That you’ll be who you want to be.

That you’ll have more time for yourself.

You know it.

You know you’ve already lost.

The same as me.

I lost my job.
They foreclosed on my home.

I made a mistake.

Was it my fault?

Now...

I’m scared.

