Hunger
Dialogue script
It is known that starvation begins after 60 days. I love life, I want to live, the thing is that I want to live in a more just society. So I sacrifice myself during my work time and also in terms of food intake. We have a company with workers and this will be my vacation.
The “Angel” who will be sitting here in this chair for 30 days; there is going to be a certain issue. That is, Angel will have 8 or 9 kilos less than the Angel who sits on the left. He will be a little weaker, he will have a certain degree of satisfaction ... Satisfaction for making a powerful protest. The most powerful protest a peaceful person can carry out , I wish I could have changed the economic and social situation in this country, but I fear that, almost certainly, this is not going to be achieved. I know it's very difficult.
I am aware. So I'm afraid I'll be skinnier, satisfied for having protested powerfully but then, with some disappointment because we will have not yet achieved the goal. But we will continue protesting!
I'm Angel Borruel. I'm about to start a hunger strike for 30 days to protest against the  economic and social situation in this country and in favor of a policy of change to create a fairer and  more efficient society.
Today is our first day of hunger strike,  so we've been 24 hours without eating a thing. This is where we spend most of our time except for the times when we go to the square. There have been six of us sleeping here last night: Jesus, Mary, two more people who went to Zaragoza ... Alberto is the doctor who is going take care of us in the hunger strike. He will control  weights, blood pressures, urine controls etc ...
His function is twofold: firstly to watch for our health,  and at the same time to certify that we are really doing a hunger strike, since it could also be the case that we are just faking it.
off
You can resist some 40 days, not many more. I mean not having safety irreversible health risks. That requires some sacrifice because you really feel the hunger for  around three days. Hunger, I mean that kind of hunger that feels like you have a hole in my stomach that drives you to eat and you feel you are going to faint unless you eat something and leaves you running out of energy. That really happens for only two or three days. Once these three days pass, you  no longer feel that hungry.
You put in place the mechanism of mobilization of fat for energy. And slowly, you're noticing that you are lacking strength. But it's slow.
There have been some moments during these 5 or 6 years of recession, when I’ve felt like starting with this hunger strike. There have always been some reasons to carry this out. All the main reasons have been accumulating day by day.
In this moment, all the circumstances have come together so that a group of people, with a certain relevance as far as the number of people, has gotten together so we can start this way of complaining so especial. 
I commit myself to last for 30 days, but there is already someone else who is going to also last for 30 days. 
Striker
Hello everyone and good afternoon to all! I am going to read out the manifesto: Hunger strike, hunger for justice. Faced with the barbarity of the financial markets, the brutal speculation on the real estate….
off
Why 30 days? Because hunger gives the protest a larger entity. Within an individual protest of a person ... a person is always one person ... a citizen is a citizen. As much as he protests, he protests as a citizen. A hunger strike gives you a feature that gives you a greater power to that protest.
Angel
Today is April 18th so ... we are in our fourth or fifth day. The truth is that we are very pleased that we are having more support than initially thought. Good atmosphere, people are showing up to give us support ...! is rewarding. A psychic level is rewarding. And we are not annihilated. We're a little limited but not destroyed.
Off
Every day we come to the central government delegation to deliver a petition on a particular subject both to the prime minister and to the president of the community on the topic of the day.
Angel
Yesterday, the act of commemoration of Aragon took place and our president came. We got some tickets, some invitations ... and three people, two friends and I walked into the event.
Our idea was to give him, at the end of the meeting, a letter where we stated that other kind of  politics is possible. And when she was leaving the hall right where we were, I took off my jacket so she could see the t-shirt I was wearing about the hunger strike.
 He had this sticker on both sides and behind I had a sheet that said: hunger for justice. It's no a hurtful, irreverent phrase... If it were the gospel should be too.
 We were surrounded by the police . Sure, they know us and when I took off my jacket, they told me to put it back on, but I said no. I wanted to definitely take it off, and they told me to go with them. 
 I resisted as I could , so that everyone could see the spirit which unfortunately have our leaders when a citizen  ... because there was never any objectionable phrase in my arrest, fortunately! Because in a struggle one might say something you do not want to say. I just cried jJustice ! Right when they were taking. I  was also trying to reason with them as they dragged me ...well, actually they were pushing me. They didn’t beat me . I was not beaten. Just brought against my will.
It seems a regrettable act. Because if the police had not had that intervention, I would have gone unnoticed. So many people would have come to congratulate the president ...I mean,  to wish or ask her how she is etc... that we would had been one more.
 And I think  police officers should be treated humanely, with respect. As the individuals they are. Our president too. Although I don’t agree with her politics, she is a person who deserves a proper treatment. And as a citizen, I also demand decent treatment for me.
 Finally,  when when we were taken to the square, we were asked for identification. There would be a fine for that. I think no one should be taken by the police against their will because they simply want to make a request to their governors, our president in our case. 
off
We are on the eighth day of our hunger strike today. We're fine. Those who have started from the beginning are all fine. There has only been one person who has been  advised  to leave because they started having some discomfort.
  I think mainly because they had  some stress or fear and we have advised them to leave because, of course, a hunger strike is a form of peaceful protest we do not want any  harm to us, colleagues or any other negative consequences.
I planning on continuing for 30 days and I think I'll be fine until the very last day. 
Doctor
Sixty-one. You've lost four kilos four hundred grams from the start. Four four hundred in these eight days. Four four hundred. And from yesterday to today, four hundred grams. So it is slowing down…
Off
We need to stand up. We need to protest. But peacefully, because violence generates more violence, and in the end it’s always the people of the lower social classes who suffer all the consequences. 
Angel
Today is April 28. It is our fourteenth day of  the hunger strike, we're in the middle of it, because it’s supposed to last four weeks. We're here in “los porches” because normally at this time, we are in the square with a table an all,  but it is a rainy day today, so we have taken refuge to inform our fellow citizens under these porches. The spirit is high. We're just a bit weaker but it’s not a big deal.
Off
Since we were not expecting to achieve anything, whatever we get in the end will be positive. It is the best strategy not to get frustrated. Many people come up to our table, they congratulate us on our initiative or give us their support ... Others say we are doing a great sacrifice but of no avail. But come on! something must be done.Well! We are doing something!
Angel
The biggest one…..we are going to place everyone this way….the thing is that the ones that we are little…..oupssss, I dropped my t-shirt
Striker
Will anybody sleep here?
Angel
Yes, but we had to remove the mattresses because….
Striker
Did you see the the sleeping bag I have?
Angel
Yes, it’s really cool
Striker
You see? My sleeping bag is nothing to write home about 
Angel
Yes, it’s very cool
Striker
Listen! My arm is working pretty well, huh?, But the thing is that this is going to be for life, isn’t it?
Angel
Come on! It’s pretty good
Off
Hello!
Angel
Good morning!
Off
Good morning, how are you doing?
Angel
Good! Holy shit!! The thing is that every day I feel colder and colder. This is what you get from being so skinny….Now I’ll go home, take a shower, I’ll shave and I’ll make some broth, or some tea too. I’ll make some tea then, this way we’ll make a change. 
¿Who is coughing there?....it has gone down...I still have a quarter. See how my jeans look? I does look like a sack.  I am really freezing!
off
I normally get up at around eight a.m. in the neighbor association of “Maria Auxiliadora” and then I usually get to see my family for a while. Then I’m normally taking a shower here. There aren’t any showers there; plus this way I can see them. 
Angel
I’m taking the broth with me.
Miguel
When are you planning to go to Madrid? Lucia!, Would you like some Cola Cao?
Lucia
Yes please, and some soy milk too. 
off
A person is most off all their head, I guess. Once you set your mind to it, like it is in my case, not to eat, I can see the food…..and then I feel like eating, I see everything is marvelous….today, they said that orange juice is rather acid, however I smelled it and to my nose it was out of this world!!. Anyway, you set your mind to it, and that’s the way it is. You’re not supposed to eat, so you don’t eat, period. 
Angel
Now, how many boxes do you guys have?
Walker
This is what we call resistance!
off
Well! My family backs me up completely. Even Marivi, my wife, did it with me at the beginning and now she is considering to do a full week or even more. My children are now doing exams and they can’t do any fasting. 
Violeta (daughter)
At the beginning, we thought it was a crazy idea…..you are going to start a hunger strike, you are going to close the office, and what is the use of all of this?
MIGUEL (son) 
Disadvantages…, well, the thing is that he is rarely here and he is sometimes absorbed in the strike stuff. It`s always “I have to do this, I have to do that”… Then, well, I see he`s lost weight, he doesn`t really feel like… 
VIOLETA (daughter) 
It`s true that when I see him thinner… I say, well! 
LUCIA (daughter) 
I`ve considered going on hunger strike myself on the last day of the strike. 
VIOLETA (daughter) 
I…, well!, I`m going to go on strike for three days, but just because he`s doing it and that`s a way to support him. 
LUCIA (daughter) 
I`ve never gone on hunger strike. 30 days…, I think I wouldn`t be able to stand it for 30 days. I don`t think so. 
MIGUEL (son) 
Not for so many days, but as I see it… Yes, I would support this kind of movements… which… I`m going on strike for a day but…more or less. Not as long as my father has, but I would definitively support them. Yes. 
ANGEL  
I`ve just been released from the police station and I come to know I`ve been imposed a 200 euro fine for the eviction at the Provincial Museum on April 21st. Just because the law enforcement officials used the minimum force to throw me out and I resisted the authorities, as they put it. Well! We`ve got 10 working days to appeal the present fine. Let`s see what we`ll do! 
ANGEL 
Today is the 26th day of the strike, so there are two days left and we are looking forward to finishing it. And, I can tell, good heavens! How good food is! It all looks delicious!... but we want to finish the strike as far as hunger is concerned. 
But actually, what we`ve lived here and the experience we`ve gone through here in the square, yesterday at the demonstration…, we`ve been to the regional parliament in the Cortes de Aragón today… We can see these actions make complete sense and you feel really comfortable with those people. So we`ll miss all those things. 
This square has turned into my second…, almost my second home, and it actually has! Apart from sleeping, I spend more time in the square than there. There at home. 
I have actually enjoyed it. We can almost say it has been a party. A party, not only as far as the festive acts are concerned, but it has also been a human party. Human emotion is really rewarding for me. It`s been awesome, really awesome. 
OFF 
There was a national strike in the education sector yesterday to protest against the LOMCE and the education cuts. Against both of them. They looked for someone who didn`t belong to any trade union, such as myself. I was chosen as someone who hungers for justice. 
PRESENTER OF THE EVENT 
The manifesto is going to be read by Angel Borruel who, with his initiative “hunger for justice”… and for those of you who may not know him by now, I think almost no one, I can explain it. Some people have been on hunger strike for nearly a month. 
Beyond his exemplary work as a doctor, this is an exemplary piece of work as a citizen and everything he has dealt with and achieved for this initiative. 
ANGEL 
Good morning! Public education has lately been suffering a constant attack. 
OFF 
This is a sector which is one of the main pillars of our society. Education. That`s why I felt really comfortable while reading the manifesto. Because I completely agreed with it. I can tell you! 
MARÍA VICTORIA (Angel`s wife) 
I`m worried about any kind of movement against, a violent movement against them. This is not a hunger strike which takes place in the countryside, having a rest. It`s a hunger strike on which you can feel the tension. 
It`s a strike… because we don`t like going there to protest and shout. That`s something you have to do because you feel you`re compelled to do so by circumstances. 
I`ve seen Angel beaten by the police in Neptuno, and like it or not, that changes things up a little. When I see his bruises, when they hit hard… Besides, they hit him because he was helping a girl who was on the floor. And the fact is that there`s no mercy at certain times. 
ANGEL 
Fasting is over! Yes, we can! Yes, we can! 
OFF 
When the strike was over we felt like hugging each other, because I felt grateful to the comrades who had been there with me. And it was a mutual feeling of gratitude. Because, of course, what would a single person have done? We built up this hunger strike all together and we all felt grateful to each other. 
ANGEL 
Good afternoon! The very first thing I`d like to say is: Thank you! Thank you very much. A great big thank you. Thanks to everybody, from the bottom of my heart. 
OFF 
Citizens have shown us their gratitude for our request, since otherwise, why so many signs of affection? So much gratitude? And on the other hand, when you are shown so much affection, the only thing you can do is show it back with affection.  
Such beautiful emotions have been dealt with… and you actually think: Why? As it was no big deal. 
ANGEL 
We`ve been on hunger strike asking for social justice…, but there might be the need for social justice and it was really a moment… What a fool I am! That moves me to tears. 
These days, I`ve said that our society is sick. Sick with greed. To stop eating is an act of saying no, even to food. The highest authority. Greed should be cured with austerity. 
I`ve gradually seen how they have been losing weight as the strike has been carried out properly. We all have lost many kilos. The ones who have been on strike longer, of course! It depends on how long each of us has been on strike. 
And the family, sure! My two daughters went on strike yesterday. Mariví has been on strike for the last eight days and during the weekend. On Saturday, the day before the end of the strike, Violeta danced. Because she has been dancing ballet all her life since she was four. And she has been doing modern dancing lately. And I put her my sticker on. People already know me. They already know that I`m on hunger strike even if I`m not wearing my sticker on. But the fact that she was wearing it on, oh! And what is more, wearing my sticker on. It was wonderful!  
For me, it`s like handing over the baton to the new generations. I`ll hand it over, we`ll hand it over. They will take the leading role in our society. They are taking it now. We are on our way to old age. I`m 54 years old. 
They have to be protagonists now. And the moment when I put her my sticker on was incredibly beautiful! I was wearing the sticker on at heart height trying to show that the strike was being carried out from the bottom of our hearts. I mean, it wasn`t a casual place. I was wearing it on my heart. 
The truth is…., well! We`ll have to wait and get over. I wish there were no reasons at all to do it! If only no social grounds existed. But if they exist, of course I`ll do it!
