Hendaya: 

When Adolf met Paco

OFF VOICE:

On October 23, 1940, at the Hendaya station, a meeting between two great world leaders took place: Adolf Hitler, and the most excellent great general Don Francisco Franco Bahamonde, dictator of Spain as a God giving justice, king and standard of elegance. Check out his uniform, it’s fabulous! 

After defeating Poland, Belgium, Holland, Greece and France, Adolf Hitler decided to ask for the support of the brave, trained Spanish army. 

But our dictator was strong enough to deny joining the Second World War, saving Spain of a conflict that devastated Europe.

What happened during this 7-hour meeting? How did our general deal with the Führer’s pressure? What really happened inside that Hendaya wagon? 

2. Int/Day. Train

FRANCO:

What did he say, bro?

SUÑER:

I don’t know, I don’t understand foreign people 
FRANCO:

And where is the interpreter? 

HITLER:

It’s not necessary. Our Spanish is just fine.

BARON:

We are always going to Miami.

FRANCO:

Oh, good.

SUÑER:

We brought some presents. A spanish  food called  “tortilla”.

FRANCO:

My wife, Carmen, made it herself. We wanted to offer you a set of jewels, but I’ve heard you are not very fond of them. 
HITLER:

We too... 

HITLER

Von Ribbentrop.

HITLER:

I painted it myself.

FRANCO:

Very beautiful.

HITLER:

It’s upside down  

SUÑER:

Sorry

FRANCO:

Very beautiful.

BARON:

So. Shall we get back to the topic at hand ?
HITLER:

So. Back to the topic. As you know, all Continental Europe now belongs to the German’s Empire

FRANCO:

Except for Spain.

HITLER:

Shall we go on?

FRANCO:

Go on, go on, I was just talking with my dear brother in law… He, despite everything else, is also a Minister, Serrano Suñer, but I prefer to call him bro.

HITLER:

Very interesting. So, as we were saying... The defeating of England and Russian is imminent and after that we can conquer the world. 

BARON:

Sorry, I thought it would fit the moment.

SUÑER:

Gentlemen... We know the present socio-political situation of Germany. And we are ready to settle an agreement, regarding the following points... Am I doing ok, great general? 

FRANCO:

Very well, bro, hit it
SUÑER:

First: Gibraltar must become occupied by Spain again. 

FRANCO:

Go, bro, go!
SUÑER:

Second...
HITLER:

In reality I came here to propose another kind of interchange… I’ve being noticing you for a long time now...

FRANCO:

Bro, is this gentleman touching me?

SUÑER:

Be cool, I won’t say a word to Carmen. 

HITLER:

Now, that I’m almost the owner of the world...

BARON:

No here, right?

HITLER:

Now that my principles are the shield that defends Germany. Now that the masses claim for the triumph of the stronger ones and the annihilation of the weak ones! Now that I can visualize the end of my enormous battle. Now that I’m this close to have everything that I ever wanted... 

I realized that none of this is worth ... It’s not what I thought. A lot of stress, I don’t sleep very well, I have an ulcer... This hand has started to move by itself. I’m in a horrible condition and all this fighting isn’t worth it. .

BARON:

He misses his mommy.

FRANCO:

Everything that you said is so beautiful, mister “Furi”, but I...

HITLER:

Exactly, you! You are the solution for my problem. I want you to be me!

SUÑER:

I imagine that Herr Führer speaks in a metaphorical way...

BARON:

Absolutely.

BARON:

The idea is that General Franco becomes Herr Hitler

HITLER:

And that I become General Franco.

FRANCO:

And bro will become Carmen Miranda

SUÑER:

Hummm, I liked it…

BARON:

It’s very simple

HITLER:

You just have to overcome the conquest of the world, as if you were me. And I will be in your Spain dictator shoes, which is less stressful. 

BARON:

First we thought of Mussolini.

HITLER:

But he was tall and fat...

BARON:

I was looking for someone short and charismatic...

HITLER:

And you fulfill half of the requisites... What do you think? 

FRANCO:

What do I think? I think this is the most ridiculous proposal that someone has offered me while I’m still dressed! Do you want me to be seen as a joke, mister “Furi”?! Let’s go, bro! 

HITLER:

But... You were born a strategist! You can keep winning wars.

FRANCO:

This is bullshit!

SUÑER:

Hitler is Hitler and Franco is Franco, everybody would notice the difference.

HITLER:

(imitating Franco’s voice) I wouldn’t be so confident, bro. 

HITLER:

Surprised, aren’t you?

BARON:

Our second nazi make up regiment has everything ready.

HITLER:

Besides all that, Von Ribbentrop will help you with everything. And I am positively sure that I can count on your bro, isn´t that right? 

SUÑER:

Of course, you can count on me.

FRANCO:

But... Has everybody gone mad?! I can’t believe that I’m the only lucid man in this meeting!

SUÑER:

Be calm, my dictator.

BARON:

But… General.

FRANCO:

Great General!

HITLER:

Great General, you can’t leave like this…

FRANCO:
Oh, I can’t leave, right? Check me out while I’m leaving.

HITLER:

Do you want to govern a ruined country or do you want to conquer the world? 

FRANCO:

I won’t forsake my country, my home, my family...

SUÑER:

Your wife

3. Int/Day. Train

SUÑER:

Impressive, the similarity is impressive.

BARON:

I told you so. Good job, boys!

HITLER:

I hope you’re lucky, because it will be a hard load.

FRANCO:

Don’t bother worrying about me.

HITLER:

I was talking to Ribbentrop.

FRANCO:

His load is going to be much worse, when he sees Carmen right after she gets up.

FRANCO:

So... Let’s conquer Poland!

BARON:

It’s already defeated.

FRANCO:

Oh, yeah? So, let’s defeat it again! 

SUÑER:

Will you miss Germany? 

HITLER:

I just hope that Germany doesn’t miss me. 

5. Int/Day. Animation:

OFF VOICE:

After the interview in Hendaya, Adolf Hitler lost a war that was considered easy, while Franco began a severe dictatorship that lasted 40 years. 

Hitler committed suicide in 1945, and after his death he never spoke to Franco again, who died 30 years later, suffering through a great deal of agony together with his wife, Carmen. 

6. Epilogue: Song and credits.

Since the last time I saw you

 at that train

I knew it would be like this

That I would never see you again

You gave me more

Than I could dream of

I couldn’t say no

To that love story 

Back there in Hendaya

You were me, I was you

Back there in Hendaya

I sang my last blues

Back there in Hendaya 

You were me, I was you

Back there in Hendaya

Our song is now over. 
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