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DOSSIER 

OTHER VOICES
A different view on autism

The fact that autistic people do not listen to us results in us not listening to them. 

But undoubtedly, we have something to tell them.



         Jacques Lacan

SYNOPSIS

Other Voices is a documentary film based on the testimony of Albert, a 21-year-old young man, diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome. His thoughts inside a maze, the conversations he has with a friend from his town and a trip to Brussels with his family, visiting for the first time the Tintin Museum (one of his greatest passions), bring us closer to his particular way of living and understanding the world. A hostile world described from the personal experience of emotion and yet full of optimism, the Mothers and Fathers of children diagnosed with autism. A strange world approached by psychoanalysts from subjectivity, singularity and respect.

A different view on autism that brings us closer to another way of being in the world and survival within it. A song about dignity and an issue of civilization and human rights.

PLOT SUMMARY
Other Voices display a dialog in regards autism from a different perspective: the view of Lacanian psychoanalysis.

This view flees from the evaluative systems that provide only numbers, it questions the treatments of conduct and training. It avoids the simplification and breaks the silence of what is most particular in the human being. This view gives voice to subjectivity.

The participants explain their experience with psychoanalysis and defend the validity and effectiveness of this treatment. With psychoanalysis they wanted to understand what autism is; what happens to these people who have decided not to enter into contact with the world. They have realized that there are no two alike; that every autistic child has his own peculiarities, his own interests and that’s exactly what makes them unique. They understood the need to highlight the subjectivity. They have discovered that their dignity begins with respect for their position within autism.

The documentary raises all these issues on the basis of Albert’s testimony. This is about an ascending trip that starts with hostility, anguish and astonishment, finally concluding with respect, dignity and discovery.

ALBERT’S TESTIMONY 

The chosen maze is an unusual environment which lead us into Albert’s inner world; "even deeper inside", as he says. In this metaphorical space, Albert conveys his experience of a world lived from what is radically strange to common sense. With his testimony, we realize what speaking means for him; an experience that everyone can recognize but which its complexity is usually unknown.

THE TESTIMONY OF THE RELATIVES

Within an uncertain space surrounded with an evocative, poetical and floating scenery, the parents sit down on a couch to explain how they had to face the difficulties that arose in their parenthood. And above all, to give a singular place to their children, thus resigning from their perspectives and previous ideals.

THE PSYCHOANALYSTS

Several psychoanalysts from Spain, France, Belgium and Italy share their views and experience with autism from the Lacanian psychoanalysis perspective, which lets prevail the singularity of the subjectivity for each particular person. For this reason they need to sit on the couch, in this case located in different outdoor spaces (a Greek theater, a forest).

THE SPECTATOR

Other Voices offer the spectators the opportunity to listen and recognize in the voices of others some of the personal and private ways of being in the world and of understanding it: voices coming from autistic people and those living side by side with it.

PLOT & VISUAL TREATMENT

The plot treatment emphasizes the speech that travels from the voices to the images. The rhythm of the story leaves room for listening instead of hearing and seeing rather than looking. Therefore, all elements are relevant: the texture and composition of the images, the testimonies, the locations, the sets, lighting, transitions and the soundtrack.

Other Voices propose a particular universe with it’s own narrative, visual and sound: symbolic locations, evocative atmospheres and poetic simplicity in the transitions. A couch as a common link to all the testimonies, the sound of a voice that wants to start talking, delicate piano notes and the joy of a child’s song...

DIRECTORS

IVÁN RUÍZ ACERO

Barcelona, 1976

Psychoanalyst, psychologist and musician, centers his investigation for many years now on autism and psychosis. He regularly publishes some of his research in specialized journals and writes informative articles for the press. He also works in a childcare and development center where lately, he has been tailoring a specific program for the diagnosis and treatment of autism from the public outpatient care. He is a member of the Lacanian School of Psychoanalysis and of the World’s Association of Psychoanalysis. Other Voices is his first documentary film work.

SÍLVIA CORTÉS XARRIÉ

Barcelona, 1972

Director, producer and screenwriter. She likes to explain things that she considers important and she likes to do so in a nice and pretty way. For this reason, when she discovers the narrative, creative and aesthetic possibilities of the documentary film, she becomes passionate about it. For six years she enjoyed the documentary and report work in Barcelona Televisió, a local television network awarded in those years for its groundbreaking and creative freedom experimenting with new audiovisual languages. Later, she dedicated herself to the exploration of cultural, educational and entertainment television programs from both national and regional networks. She also makes institutional and corporate scripts and videos for enterprises. Whenever she can, she returns to documentary films as director, producer or screenwriter. Melodies Búlgares (2002), Los que no olvidan (2004), L'alegria que passa (2007). Nowadays she co-directs with Marta Alonso, Teidees, their own production company, with the desire to develop documentary projects about things that they consider important to be explained and do it in a nice and pretty way.

FUNDING
The documentary film Other Voices has always sought, above all, to preserve its discursive and narrative freedom without submitting to the demands of audiometers. It is a project made from the personal desire of the members of the team, and the conviction of its need. It is therefore, funded thanks to the collaboration of the private foundations, private entities grants and individual donations.

This is a non-profit documentary. The income benefits obtained will be allocated to TEAdir: Association for parents and families of people with ASD - Autism Spectrum Disorder (Autism and Asperger’s Syndrome). www.associacioteadir.org
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