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ARE YOU TELLING ME THAT YOU DON´T LIKE LENTILS?

HELPER (Voice-over)


Welcome to “ARE YOU TELLING ME THAT YOU DON´T LIKE LENTILS?”. This is a short film about a couple, Pilar and Jaime. The two are about to reach forty and they’ve been married for 10 years. 
 Jaime and Pilar do not have children. They have been trying for some time, but so far they have been unsuccessful… The truth is that Pilar has been getting a bit anxious for several months now…  Things are not going that well between them, I’m not going to lie.

  And I think the reason maybe partly one of Jaime’s work colleagues… Helena.  Pilar met Elena in one of Jaime’s work parties a few weeks ago, and since then she suspects that Jaime is cheating on her… You have to admit that Elena is pretty, isn’t she?. Look at how she walks. Incredible. Well Jaime has spent the last six months trying as hard as he can to win her over, but so far his tactics have not worked… Greet, Elena, in case we don’t see you in the film…  

ASSISTANT


I think it is now time to present myself to you. I will be your ASSISTANT during the whole projection of the short film. Perhaps you are wondering: an assistant? What’s this guy saying? Let me explain. I am going to help you watch the film, so you understand it. But, is this film going to be so hard to understand? Well, it is not going to be like some of this author’s incomprehensible films, but the differences between a couple are not so easy to understand from outside, so understanding this film is not going to be so easy.


Let’s start. Jaime has just arrived home and Pilar has prepared the dinner…, you don’t need to be smart to guess …, lentils.

JAIME

Hmm, you look cute with that hair.

PILAR

Thanks.

JAIME


This looks a little empty, doesn’t it?

PILAR


Yes, now the fashion is to have more space.

JAIME


But it looks as if we’re about to move house … What! My football armchair, where is it?

PILAR


It was broken and worn out … but do not worry, I’ll look for another one … Well, how was your day?

JAIME


Not so bad, at least tomorrow is Friday. What about you?

PILAR


Well I have had a lot of problems at the office … but this afternoon I wanted to get home early to give you a surprise …

JAIME


That I can see… 

PILAR


I’m not talking about the furniture or your armchair but something much more special …

JAIME


But, what day is it?

PILAR


Do not worry. You haven’t forgotten a birthday or anniversary … I simply wanted to surprise you. Come on, sit down.

JAIME


Well and what is this?

PILAR


If I have to tell you it doesn’t count… Come on guess.

JAIME


I don’t know.

PILAR


It’s not anything amazing. It’s a culinary surprise.

JAIME


Culinary?

PILAR


Let’s see, maybe I am going too far and you will raise too many expectations … It’s only that I’ve cooked your favourite dish… I know that it’s been a long time since I cooked it … Come on, guess the dish …

JAIME


I have no idea … Spanish cocido at night. I don’t think so?

PILAR


Well no… Can’t you smell it? there’s a rhyme that goes with this… Len… 
JAIME

Lentils?

PILAR


¡Bingo! I’ll go and get them! 

PILAR


You are not saying anything, you seem speechless… It’s not such a big deal… It’s true they are exquisite, but they’re only lentils…

ASSISTANT


Sorry for interrupting, but I need to explain to you that Jaime really does not like lentils and does not remember ever having said to Pilar that he did.

JAIME


They are very nice.

PILAR


Nothing else?

JAIME


What do you mean, nothing else?

PILAR


Only nice?

JAIME


I said very nice.

PILAR


Only very nice?

JAIME


Isn’t that good enough?

PILAR


Well yes, eat up. They are going to get cold.

JAIME 

And why don’t you eat yours?

PILAR


Well, to be honest, I’ve lost my appetite.

JAIME


But Pili, what’s wrong? I am eating them.

PILAR

He says he’s eating them!!. So I spend all afternoon running from one place to another, so that without you expecting it, you have your favourite dish to eat tonight. It’s something that I’ve not cooked for ages and now you tell me this!

JAIME


Seriously I think your taking things completely out of context.

PILAR


I’m taking things out of proportion? Listen, it’s best that we change subject.

JAIME


Pili, a simple question. Don’t get mad. Why did you cook lentils?

PILAR


Come on, are you trying to irritate me more?

JAIME


No, I’m asking you seriously, why lentils?

PILAR


Well I told you, because I wanted to give you a surprise, because I know you love them and it’s been a long time since we’ve eaten them…

JAIME


Who told you I like lentils?

PILAR


Pardon?

JAIME


No, but why do you think I like them so much?

PILAR


…are you telling me that you don’t like lentils?

ASSISTANT

Well, well. Let’s relax a little.  The tension is getting rather unbearable Let’s see. If you were in Jaime’s place, how would you respond? Yes, or no? He really does not like them, but will he dare tell her? Let’s see.

JAIME

 Yes, of course I like them: but, I wonder if all this is rather exaggerated.

PILAR

Exaggerated, really?. How can you be so selfish? I haven’t prepared my meetings for tomorrow to give you a surprise, while you … I bet you were messing around with the girl in the office.

JAIME


Huh, what are you talking about now?

PILAR


Yes, Jaime, you are selfish. I’m getting more and more convinced. You are after all just being yourself.

JAIME


Listen, I’m getting tired of this bullshit, honestly.

PILAR


I wanted to have a child, like lots of other women… but you…, we have to wait, we have to enjoy each other, we’re still very young… you, you and you… and now what? Now it looks like now we cannot and won’t be able to have children… 
JAIME


Come on Pilar, Don’t talk like that. That’s not the way it is, and it’s not the way it’s going to be…

PILAR


Let go, I’m never going to forgive you ever, ever!

ASSISTANT

Oh my God. What a state we are in; and to the question: “but don’t you like lentils?” Jaime answered yes, and if he’d said no?

JAIME


Well really… no, Pilar; I don’t know why you think I like them. I never liked lentils.

PILAR


You never liked them? What are you trying to do to me today? Pull my leg?


I don’t like them. That’s it. And I don’t want to eat them.  Out.

PILAR


What do you mean: “That’s it”?

JAIME


I am not going to eat them.

PILAR


Are you threatening me?

JAIME

No, I’m simply not going to eat your fucking lentils.

PILAR


… Dear Jaime… How can I put this … You know that with a simple telephone call I can ensure that you’ll soon be spending the night at the police station?

JAIME


Now, you’re threatening me?

PILAR


Take it however you like …  …but if I were you I’d eat your lentils.

JAIME


You’re mad.  Seriously.

PILAR


Eat them: one, …

JAIME


I am not going to even consider it .
PILAR


Two…

JAIME


You’re starting to really irritate me Pili.

PILAR


Three.

JAIME


And?

PILAR


You asked for it … Ouch, ouch, no; please!, ¡¡Nooo, Jaime; you’re hurting me!!

JAIME


But what are you doing? 

It’s over, Stop!

PILAR


Please let go of me!!

PILAR

Ouch, ouch, ouch … !!!

ASSISTANT


Well we’re going to see who is calling them, we hope it won’t be Elena, because in that case it’s only going to get worse. From now on we’re going to see the screen divided in two. If you look to your left  you will see the continuation of what happens if Jaime says that he likes lentils, and if you look to the right you will see the continuation of the story if Jaime says that he doesn’t like lentils. We will help you with some labels in the lower part of the screen. Pay attention, because we will continue with both stories at the same time!  The telephone rings …

	OPTION: YES
	OPTION: NO

	PILAR

Yes?
	PILAR

 Yes?

	VOICE-OVER

It’s Mum … Is something wrong?
	VOICE-OVER

It’s Mum…  Is something wrong?

	PILAR

No, Mum I’m fine.
	PILAR

No, Mum I’m fine.

	VOICE-OVER

Is this a good time to talk?
	VOICE-OVER

Is this a good time to talk?

	PILAR

No, it’s better that we talk later… We’re having some lentils.
	PILAR

No, it’s better that we talk later… we’re having some lentils.

	VOICE-OVER

Delicious! Ok, Let’s talk later.


	VOICE-OVER

Delicious! Let’s talk later



	
	PILAR

I don’t want to piss you off, I’m going to give you one last chance.

	JAIME

Come on dear, don’t cry…
	

	
	PILAR

 E a t   T h e m!



	PILAR

You never wanted to have a child with me, you deliberately tried to delay things… 


	PILAR

One

	JAIME

But, why do you say that? 

PILAR

I know it’s like that. Show me it’s not. 

JAIME

Pardon?
	smiles with an evil grin.

 PILAR

One

	PILAR

Let’s adopt a child. Now. Let’s go to Africa. I’ve got it all organised… 

	PILAR

Two.


	JAIME

…. what?


	TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

 CALLEE

Emergency services, Hello?

PILAR

¡Ay, ay, ay!

EMERGENCY SERVICES

What’s wrong?  Calm down please. Calm down …

PILI

Help!! 

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Where are you? Tell me where you are!!

	PILAR

You see? How you don’t want to? Is it because of the race or colour?. Oh, my God, it seems as if  he is racist and xenophobic!


	PILAR

He’s hurting me,, ay, ay!… I’m in Lopez Street …¡¡¡Mmmmmm… mmmmmmm!!! 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Madam! Madam, are you alright?… Madam please answer!!. … Hello, hello? Are you there?. … hello, hello?



	JAIME

Come on Pili, calm down.  Really, and eat your lentils. They are getting cold and really they’re very nice… 


	


PILAR


Look, Jaime.  After several weeks thinking about it, this morning I woke up ready to leave you. And to celebrate it I chose to cook you some lentils and ask you this fateful question: Are you telling me that you don´t like lentils? Your answer has certainly been a help in ratifying my decision. I do not understand how you could answer that way …Everybody knows that if you want lentils you eat them, if you don’t you leave them . ha, ha, ha  

PILAR


You have forty eight hours to leave. To simplify you leaving, apart from your horrible armchair, I have got rid of many of your things.  Ah, and I remind you that I’m self-employed and that with my declared income I do not have enough money to maintain this house, that it’s our marriage residence, and … well my lawyer will get in touch with you and explain all the details.

ASSISTANT


Well, we’ll leave Pilar to explain all the pertinent details … To say good bye, I want to say thank you for your  attention and recommend that if your partner ever decides to cook you lentils, that you should be extra careful.


By the way, now you can investigate and see if those that were able to follow both stories at the same time are mainly women who presume to be able to do two things at once or men.

PILAR


Can I come in?

ASSISTANT


Pilar! Sure, come in.

PILAR


They told me this film had an ASSISTANT. Is that true?

ASSISTANT


Indeed. That’s me.  I try to help the spectators understand.

PILAR


Precisely because of this I’ve come to talk to you in case my attitude was not sufficiently clear.

ASSISTANT


Ah, well thank you. Sit down, please. 

PILAR


Look, this is Jaime’s armchair.

ASSISTANT


Well, you know that in short films everything can be useful, we have to reuse things because our budget is very limited. Ok, if you don’t mind, since you are here today I am going to take advantage to ask you some questions which I am sure a lot of people who are watching us today are wondering. Let’s see, Had you decided to abandon Jaime irrespectable of his answer to the question: Are you telling me that you don´t like lentils? 

PILAR


Yes, I had already made the decision. I had thought of acting one way or the other based on his answer. Performing is one of my hobbies. It is something that relaxes me quite a lot, but both performances, suddenly proposing him to adopt an African child or threatening him with the “one, one two” inevitably lead to the same end. 

ASSISTANT


Well congratulations, because your interpretation has been most believable.

PILAR


Thank you. The two performances were very rehearsed, although when saying  “xenophobic and everything. I almost started to laugh …    

ASSISTANT


Well it was not obvious, at all, and when did you make the decision to leave him?

PILAR


The way he behaved in the last party we were with people from his office was the straw that broke the camel’s back. When we got home, I wrote a song. That is is something that also relaxes me a lot and then I made the decision (Very dry and harsh) . And when I have made a decision nobody can make me change my mind. 

ASSISTANT


Well even though I see you’ve done a lot of things to make you relax, you don’t look very relaxed.

PILAR


Ha, ha, … Well, the midlife crisis  and the biological clock affect all women, especially me. I don’t feel much better because of it.

ASSISTANT


Why did you decide to organise all of this in order to leave him and cook a special meal?

PILAR


Well, I thought of it as a game. If he’s been playing with me for ten years, why can’t I play with him for ten minutes? I wanted to leave him with a nice taste in his mouth… 

ASSISTANT


I see… By the way could you sing that song you composed today?

PILAR


…Well, of course … Now I feel I can do anything …


ASSISTANT


Then, with all of you, Pilar, who is going to sing for us … What’s the song called?

PILAR


“Separation”.

ASSISTANT


Well, you have already been told. And to say goodbye, Is there someone in the public who wants to ask Pilar one last question? 

FEMENINE VOICE-OVER 


Yes, me! Why did you choose a dish of lentils

PILAR


… And …Why not?

PILAR

After ten years of marriage

I came to a conclusion today

This man , who is my husband

Is a real bastard

I look at him every night

Without love, without illusion

and I feel like flying, 

and like vomiting

Every time we go out

It’s three, four or six drinks

And he behaves in such a way 

Which it’s best, not to imagine

What a lack of respect!

And of education as well!

I know he will never change.

 Action must be taken

I have made a decision,

only objective: Separation.

Now, the means doesn’t matter

Only the end matters

This is a revolution,

I want transfers, checks or notes.

This is my time

Aren’t we going to smile

Jaime my dear,

I am going to divorce

 and I have a lot of disorders

because of marital life

I am getting advice

In a criminal case

I can allege abuse

I’s best to sign now

PILAR

I have made a decision,

Only objective: Separation 

Now, the means doesn’t matter

Only the end matters

PILAR AND WOMEN
This is a revolution,

PILAR

I want transfers, checks or notes 

This is my time

Aren’t we going to smile

WOMEN AND PILAR

Women: Ha (Pilar): I have made a decision,

Only objective: Separation.

 Now, the means doesn’t matter

Only the end matters

ASSISTANT (choir)

 This is the end!! 

WOMEN AND PILAR

This is a revolution,

Women:  She wants (Pilar: I want) transfers, checks or notes.

The moment has come

In which we are going to laugh and laugh.

THE END
