DIALOGUES IN ENGLISH – RAKE’S COMMITMENT 
Rake Off: ¡Hi there! My name is Rake; some of you may already know me. I’m a privileged person, life is easy. I have a great girlfriend. She is the best, her name is Julia.

Rake: Do you want us to have a kid? What are you laughing at?

Julia: You and me, we cannot have a kid, not now at least.

Rake: Really? Why not?

Julia: Because you only care about yourself.

Rake: Ah, ok, so we’re having that conversation again. It’s because I’m not like your friends, right? All of them so committed, collaborating with more than 14 NGOs… I’m not… I’m not a committed person and that’s why we cannot have a kid yet, right? That’s it…

Julia: Do you understand me?

Rake: Of course! I’m not even able to commit myself to something concrete. That’s what you always say. ¿So you think I’m not able to commit myself to something? You’re not going to believe it … 

Rake Off: My mother says it’s true; I should do something to…, for example, help her, since she is already an old woman …
Rake: … That could be my commitment… I just told her to fuck off.

Rake Off: Julia has a new friend. I don’t know him but I already hate him. He seems to works in cooperation and development; he leads a caravan to Africa or something like that. His name is Del Pino. He has long blond hair and is perfectly suntanned the whole year.
Rake Off: My friend Kona says that I’m becoming a somewhat bitter guy; that before you could count on…
Rake: … me, but now, apparently, I’m only busy with myself. Nowadays people devote part of their time to help others. I don’t know why everybody finds it so relieving to help other people, to show some solidarity, eh?

Rake: Sweetheart! Don’t you think the majority of the people ‘committed’ are totally absurd people, just bored guys pretending to be ‘IN’?

Julia: Some friends take it very seriously.

Rake: ¡Friends, you say! ¡What a bunch of morons! They spend their time in bullshit.

Julia: For YOU everything is bullshit.

Rake: That’s not true. I care about things.

Huberto: …forget it, Raky, a man needs to focus on his own business, right? Life is too short and we shouldn’t try to fix other people’s problems, what for?

Rake: Tell me something…for example, who has appointed Bono as the ambassador for fighting AIDS in the Earth Planet?

Huberto: Aaaaaaah aah! Who appointed him, eh? Who appointed him? No fucking idea. But let me tell you something I DO know: the reasons people express when trying to justify their commitments to social causes, are, at least, doubtful.

Rake: Right, right…

Rake: Kona recommended me a vegan association. She wasn’t very thrilled but she told me to try.

Rake Off: The guy I talked to had nothing against meat-eaters but he preferred to have no relation whatsoever with them. I met, however, another girl, she seemed nice and was super-vegan but then, at some point, she started to look a bit blue and asked me: “Listen, can you get me a beef sandwich?”
Rake: Climate Change, recycling, animals, West-Sahara, Tibet, Forest Gnomes Liberation Front, Darfur, homosexuals… ¡My Goodness, this is going to be a nightmare!

Rake: What a pleasure being civilised like animals! Like dogs, like cats, like hyenas, like ducks, like… Like lions eating up zebras, Roberto Carlos… no. Roooberto Caaaaarlooooos… no. What is it?

Julia: Look! Look how pretty I am!
Rake: Fuck! What a palace, eh?

Julia: Del Pino took this picture of me at his place.

Rake: I guess his mother pays the rent and the NGO fee, right?

Julia: You…silly.

People demonstrating: Animal rights now!

Animals’ Activist: some animals spend all their lives in cages, away from their families, they’re skinned off, they are gazed, they are beaten to death just for make some fur coats. The only real violence being committed nowadays is the violence against animals. 

RakeOff: The woman working at the Animals’ right office told me that animals have rights, equal rights to people, and that we need to observe them in their natural environment, we need to try to understand them, just the way they are, but trying to establish a direct link with the human being.
Rake Off: He seemed a cool guy, I came closer, I thought he could help me, but then, out of the blue he blamed me of stressing his dog! Whatever! On the other hand, I thought: ¡Holly shit, this is great! Two commitments in one: animals and homosexuals. He told me he had sprained his finger so he asked me to pick up his dog’s shit… it was so appalling …
Rake: … but I plucked up my courage, took the plastic bag, and when I picked the shit, it was super warm, I was about to puke! Fagotty guy seemed offended and shouted: “Lady, attack him!” I tried to escape, but the dog grabbed my trousers and I fell down. Then, Lady peed in my face while Fagotty laughed his ass out.    

Rake Off: My mother always says: If you got time to lean, You got time to clean! So it should be something important, something, something really big, that, that, that could reach the whole society. She says that I need to let my heart go on and guide me, my heart will take me to a safe harbour; God lives everywhere, also in my heart.

Huberto: But, why on hell should the streets be full of dog shit and dog pee? Is that natural? Is this what we call ‘respect’? ¡All to fucking dog pound! That’s where they belong.

Rake: I don’t understand the ban on bullfighting in Catalonia.

Huberto: better not touching the bullfighting subject, ok, Rake? Better not to touch it! 

Rake: Bloody hell, I got it! Climate change!

Rake Off: I got an interview with Dimitri “Medevedevef”, Russian President. Dimitri told me that he hated profoundly everything in relation with climate change: CO2, the the extinction of whales, and so on and so for … However, he also told me that precisely thanks to the climate change a new trade route could be open crossing the Arctic, and that would represent huge savings in fuel and dough.

Rake: Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.

Huberto: ¿What are you talking about, Rake?

Rake: Don’t know, it’s a Chinese proverb.

Huberto: What? What Chinese? Let the Chinese alone, what we need here are good think tanks. The Human progress and the resolution of social problems depend exclusively on the systematic generation of new ideas … of think tanks.

Rake: The problem is the land. Give some land to a poor, right? And he will build a house, true?

Huberto: My ass, give some land to a poor and he would sell it to pay his debts and buy some beers. 

Rake: That’s it, dude … “thin tan”.

Huberto: You want some chorizo?

Rake : You’ve licked it?

Julia: I think you’re not searching the way you should, Raky.

Rake: Hey! I’m working on it, you know?

Julia: I think you’re not.  

Rake: When I’ll find something to commit to, I’ll be the most committed person since the beginning of times. Everything depends… depends greatly on the “thin tans”.

Julia: What are you talking about?

Rake: I don’t know what I’m doing. Kona’s right, she says that there are really important things, but not like the hunger in Africa, the hunger here, around the corner, next door, even at our door. 

RakeOff: I met a volunteer that took food every night to the poorest and then taught them how to play guitar. He is really committed. He doesn’t show off, he is a real dude … clack. He says that the most important thing in life is to find a noble cause. 

Rake: I was about to find my commitment, I could feel it. And then, suddenly, fucking Del Pino appears and grabs Julia from behind and cover her little eyes, you know? Jesus H. Christ jumped up in a horse-drawn chariot!! 

Julia: Hellloooo! Where are you? A girl friend of Del Pino has an association to fight against domestic violence; he gave me her number and told me pass it to you. Her name is Tábata.

Rake: Fine, but this is too much pressure!

Rake: Huberto! Huberto!

Huberto: Whaaat?

Rake: I can’t stand ‘committed people’.

Huberto: ¡Pompous bombastic guys! They should be sent to Chechnya or Somalia… To Congo, Fuck them! Somewhere with real problems and without Starbucks.

Rake Off: Tábata told me the problem was a very serious one, some of her friends were feeling threatened even at their doorstep! Because they were stared at, because the way they were treated…I told her…just to ease up the tension a bit: “Tábata, maybe your friends are just slightly mad?”. And just to make a joke, I added: “Tábata, maybe they’re just ugly?”And then Tábata punched me in the face, called her friends and I was forced to run away.

I don’t know, I think Julia got fed up, she just sent me a text message telling me she needs some time. She is going to Africa with the mother fucker of Del Pino.   

Huberto: ¡Rake! When a woman says she needs some time off, we need to be clever. A real woman needs a real man, not someone like you.

Rake: Thanks, Huberto. You’re being very helpful, your own way of course.

Rake: I found my commitment. I want to have a child. When I’ll get child, all the commitments will merge into one, you understand? Because I would do my best to….I would do my best to preserve the seals, so that I can go with my son to the zoo and see them, I would love to see the grass grow green … so that he can become a football player if he wants to, and I would like it to rain in spring, so that I can buy him a small umbrella, and I would want all the chicks to have a great life, so that his mother could be happy, I would want homosexuals to be free,…well…I don’t know why. You get it? That is my commitment.

