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“How can we forget when we are haunted by our     past and our wounds are still bleeding?”


“In memory of all the victims of Soras and the Peruvian armed conflict”

Opening credits:

1984. The peak of violence in the Peruvian armed conflict. The Communist Party – Shining Path tries to impose its control over the region of Ayacucho. However, the district of Soras resists. 

Shining Path forms a plan to crush the resistance of Soras. A plan that no one could have foreseen.

Mr. Leandro: Two terrorists dressed as soldiers came to my home. They asked me about the Cabanino bus, at what time it passed through here, what day it returned. They got all those details out of me. Then the two terrorists told me: Those people, those villages will be subject to a public trial, because they have fought against us, against the guerrillas. They are going to pay for their crime.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: They attacked the police station of Coracora, where guards were playing football. They took their weapons and headed for Negromayo.

Mr. Leandro: 15 days after those two went to organise their guerrillas, almost 40 terrorists returned. They attacked Coracora and then stayed here.

Mrs. Lidia Jauregui: I came out and saw civil guards passing, they hid their faces with their hats and coats like this. They all carried a weapon over their left shoulder.
Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: They came in dressed as guards. After attacking the police station they had dressed as guards.
Mrs. Yolanda Jauregui: There was a group of people by the door. They murmured: are they terrorists? No, I don’t think so, they are wearing military clothes. How could they be terrorists?

Mr. Leandro: Those 4 soldiers came out and stopped the bus. “This is a military control, we are checking passengers.”

Mr. Valentin Quispe: I was sleeping. I woke up and saw quite a few soldiers. “Listen boys, stay quiet, take out your identification documents and come here”.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: There they asked passengers: Who is from Soras? Those from Soras responded. 

Mr. Valentin Quispe: You traitors! Where are your police and army now? Your villages are filled with poison. Now you! A tear rolled down my cheek and I said: Boss… Boss? Call me comrade! Sorry, I’m not used to talking. I said: Comrade, let me tell you the truth. How can you tell a poor peasant that you are going to help him? Am I the son of a rich peasant, have I killed, stolen or raped? I’m a poor man who lives in Lima in poverty. My tears flowed and then he said: All of you in Larcay and Soras are the same, traitors. Get off the bus! Why should I get off? What have I done? I’m not getting off. I’ve done nothing, sir. Why should I get off?
Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: So before arriving in Pallca, they made people from Soras get out of the bus, took them behind a rock and tortured and killed them with stones.  
Mr. Valentín Quispe: There was a cry. Ahhhhhhh! But no shots. Apparently, on the way they had collected picks and spades, they took their picks and hit them without feeling... 

What could we do? What could we have done? We were lost.  

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  The bus kept going. They arrived in Pallca and also killed peasants. They arrived in Doce Corrales, where they found a group of men. They locked them inside a house and there they tortured and killed all of them.

Mr. Saturnino Miranda: Inside the school there were about 14 dead. Their hands had been tied to the table, and they had been hit with hoes, their eyes had even popped out and their skulls had been crushed with stones. The teacher’s house was also full of dead bodies. They had also killed them using nothing but stones.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  From there they continued and approached Soras. And at 8 at night, a light came towards my house.
Mr. Saturnino Miranda: I then saw a light coming. “Listen, the Cabanino bus is arriving”, I said. “It comes slowly. How strange…” Then we lost sight of the bus and we heard Mr. de la Cruz’s dogs barking.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  Then they called my father: Gomersindo, are you in? My father came out. It was the agency of the Cabanino Express. They said: “We are guards, we come here to help you against terrorism”. Then my father said, “But we have just got back from the army patrol, from Chicha”. “Aha! So you were there, following us!” There they killed my father together with other men. My mother came out to defend him and they also left her dead. 

Mr. Saturnino Miranda: There were about 5 dead people. There was a little girl who was still alive on a bed, struggling for breath. There was a woman with her jaw out and her skull broken, although still alive. She was Gomersindo de la Cruz’s wife. We entered another room and there was old Celestino. Also dead.
When we arrived at the square, our people, our officials lay dead. On the walls they had written: This is how informers and those who fight the guerrillas die. All the walls of the town hall had been written on with the blood of our brothers, the officials of Soras.  

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  This is what happened in this district of Soras. We have had almost 105 dead. Plus those whom the army killed, more than 200 or 300 have died. At that time anyone who entered this area would not return. It was all death. 

Mr. Saturnino Miranda: The village of Soras was one of the villages that freed other villages from the claws of terrorism. Comrade Jose was the leader of this area at that time.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: We recognised Comrade Jose the moment he arrived. He is the one who brought terrorism here. He was the chief leader in these villages.

Mr. Saturnino Miranda: This man must have come here seeking revenge on the village of Soras, because Soras was a thriving village, it even allied itself with over 23 other communities to prevent this area from joining the ranks of subversives.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  He had a charismatic and convincing personality, he would tell local and young people: we support the poor, the peasants. We are fighting against the dogs. He insulted the government and the army.

Mrs. Olimpia Jauregui: He had a rough and raging character.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz:  He would tell local people: Listen to me! We are going to slit the throats of the bourgeois!

Mrs. Olimpia Jauregui: I was left with my 15-year-old daughter and my 2- year-old boy. I had 5 little children. Imagine. I am now a sick person. If justice were in my hands, I don’t know what I would do to that man. I would strike him with my own hands. I would strike him as he struck other people in my village.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: Neither gold nor money can return the lives of a father and a mother. I hold a grudge against them. I resent them completely. He brought poverty and failure to my family.

After all the blows that Comrade Jose has inflicted on us, I would like to return those blows to him. Have him shot in our main square.
Mrs. Olimpia Jauregui: I don’t have any more tears. I don’t know what to do. I swear that if I met him I would like to do to him as he did to us, grab a machete, hit him with a stone and leave him dead. But unfortunately I can’t.

Prof. Jesus de la Cruz: He managed to escape. He alone. The others died. He escaped. Comrade Jose is still alive. He lives.

End credits: Comrade Jose is the leader of the new military wing of Shining Path. The Peruvian government has put a price upon his head.
“THE CABANINO EXPRESS” DIALOGUE LIST,                               a short documentary film directed by Luis Cintora (2012)








