LISTA DIÁLOGOS DOCUMENTAL “LOS OJOS DE BRAHIM”

TRADUCCIÓN AL INGLÉS
Brahim: My name is Brahim Mohamed Fadel Mohamed Moulud, I was born in the sands of the desert. I’m Saharan, I’m twenty three years old, I study translation, and I’m blind.
Brahim: I fell happy because I’m in Dajla, where I was born 23 years ago, in 1986, in a humble family, like the rest of the population. My mother raised us, helped us, she was in charge of the family. My father, like the rest of the men in the village,  fought in the army to bring us back to our land.

Brahim: when I was forty days old, my mother realized that I was blind, beacuse when I cried, she tried to entertain me , like any other child, she would show me some colors for me to look at and stop crying. But then she became aware that I wasn’t looking at the colors, or that I didn’t stare at people, so she knew I was blind. My mother told me that life here in Dajla was very hard, there weren’t  any medicines, there was nothing, and kids sufferd from malnutrition, many of them died, other ones had serious diseases. I know some of them, that are in Spain now but are originally from Dajla or other campsites,  they are my age,  from the time of the war, and they have heart diseases  or physical or psychic Handicaps. In that period of time there was no medicine, and the was a high infant mortality rate.
Brahim: my family is in Smara since 1987. My mother is currently not working, she stays at home, doing chores. We live in adobe houses. One part of the family lives in Jaimas or Moorish tents, the other part lives in adobe houses. We have hierarchy, order, a lot of unity in the family, even among the neighbors, we always gather together, we always talk. We all have a very good relation, if we ever have some kind of problem with anyone, we tell them, for example, in our reunions we usually drink tea and discuss what happend, if we have a situation, if we have a solution, or if it’s just to encourage ourselves... we live a very modest life, a Third World life, but at the same time we have hope, and belif we’ll be able to get something.
Ajdya Alisalem: Brahim was always weak, ill, and with vision problems. I took him to the health department, sometimes I found help, other times I didn’t. I fought against many obstacles so he could recover his vision, and study. I always knew Brahim would get wherever he wanted to, I expect a lot from him. I know he will be successful because he is very smart and persistent. I wish him all the best, a bright future, and to achieve everything he wants. My heart feels he will reach far.
Brahim: After I came to Smara, my family settled one year later. Little by little and with time, I became part of the society, like one more. We used to play with the other kids, I remember...  for me, the nicest thing, the happiest memory is my childhood in Smara, because I played with kids in an innocent way, without minding my disability, I didn’t know I was blind, nor did they, because they accepted me like one more. We played tag,  we built cars with nails,  we would take tow rings and attach them with a nail, and make cars with that. We would cut a piece of plastic, raid on top of it, and slide down the mountains.
Brahim: from my point of view, education has developed in time, I hope and wish those improvements could reach our land, in Occidental Sahara, because on one hand educational improvement is positive, but on the other hand, it’s negative beacuse we are developing in a borrowed territory. I almost see the construction of universities here, in a refugee’s camp. I hope and wish to see those universities and high schools, and exams could be done in El Aajun, Occidental Sahara, and not here. That development has difficulties here because we don’t have the same resourses as Europe. In Europe, for example, schools and high schools are already bilingual. I wish that could come here, but it would take many years, because what we are working on now is that students can study the most, without leaving their homes. The resourses here are very few compared to the first world. In the First World, education is paradise.
Brahim: Education here is like the old spanish system. We could go back a century ago, because it’s like a paper and pencil, manual education. But in Spain it’s already computerized. I would like that people of the first world or students would appreciate that chance, because it’s an amazing opportunity, to have a laptop, to live in your own house, to study anything you want, and to live your life just like you want to, for me that’s paradise. You don’t have that posibility here. Here we have enthusiasm, curiosity and aims to learn, but we don’t have the means. They are bringing in some computers, but maybe there’s one computer for five thousand inhabitants.
Brahim: My mother found out that there was an organization that had an agreement with the health department to take children to Spain, to cure them. She decided to send me there, to see if I could recover my vision. She explained it to me, I was very innocent, I didn’t know where I was going, I was happy, like any other kid, I was 8 years old, and I remember it was 8 am, we got on a bus right by the town hall, and we went to Tinduf... Some kids were crying, I wasn’t, I didn’t even know where I was going. I got to Spain, without speaking a word of spanish. We were 80 Saharan kids. Three months later, I had my surgery. It was february 28th, I remember well because I had lots of hope, but after it all happend, I didn’t recover my vision. I had surgery on my left eye, I was told my right eye had no solution, and surgery at that time was very difficult.
Brahim: In 1997 I kept using the oral method as my lerning process, beacuse I couldn’t read nor write. But that didn’t stop me from improving. That year, and the next, at the same time I studied using the oral method, I listened to Spain’s national radio so I didn’t forget my spanish. I listened to the spanish soccer league, I was a big fan, and that was my way to remember spanish because classes were given in arabic. So, I used the oral method, and I continued having my spanish language.
Brahim: When anyone speaks about Archidona, they are talking about my land. Why? Well for many reasons. I came here ten years ago in summer, for the vacations in peace  programme, and I was the first Saharaui kid to come to this town, and I had an extraordinary welcome. People for Archidona were amazing to me, they treated me just like one more of them. I’m Archidonian, I consider myself from Archidona, and whenever I hear about Archidona, I feel proud, and happy to be Archidonian.
Dolores Trueba:  When Brahim came, we hadn’t planned that he would come. We had requested a girl from the Vacations in peace programme organized by the association of Friends of the Saharaui People every year in Spain and other countries, but the girld didn’t come. So then they called us, saying there was a boy that had a problem, and needed surgery. We said that he could come and and have his surgery done. When we saw him, he was extremely thin, something like... this kids they show in television for compassion... then he’s vision problem was worse, he was very tired from the journey, he was angry beacuse we didn’t pick him up... he was very serious, but then, little by little, we got to normality.
Brahim:  In 97 I went back to the camp, and I went to school, I was there for two years. Then I came back to Spain with “Vacations in peace”, always with the thought of studying, of having hopes. I remember, when I arrived in Malaga’s airport in 1999 I told the president of the Association of Antequera, that I went there to study, and since she knew me, she knew that was true. My intention wasn’t getting surgery, it was studying, becoming someone, beacuse I knew I wasn’t going to recover my vision. So the association found me a family for me to stay with in Archidona, and they were told I was only coming for surgery, and when I got there, I told the family I didn’t want surgery, well I did, but I also wanted to study, because I knew that surgery wouldn’t be effective.
Dolores Trueba: We have to keep in mind that integration, without a family behind, just like the educational system, it’s impossible. He has to know there will be someone beside him at all times, someone supporting him, answering his questions, always with him. That of course doesn’t have to take credit for all the his effort, his energy, motivation, and happiness for everything. Whenever he has a problem, he never breaks down, which is good, if he has a problem he sais no, it’s not a problem, I can make it, I can...

The problem is, he has a congenital blindness. That is not a problem in Spain because we have good resources, and kids who have it before three, get surgery and heal. Not in Sahara, in the conditions he was living as a kid. Now with MSF, kids born like that get a quik surgical intervention, and heal. But he came late, the first time he came he was more than three, and they could’t do much for him. In fact, he had surgery done, but he didn’t recover. The main problem is in the brain, which was supposed to make his vision work, but his brain didn’t adapt to that, so that was it.
Brahim: This school means a lot in my life. I can say it’s the base of my education from all I’ve learned. I remember my first days here, I didn’t know anyone, but a few days later I blend in completely, with students and teachers, I had no problem. But I did have to face two situations, first, I didn’t know how to read nor write, and then I had to either adapt to the educational sistem, or keep using the oral method.
Brahim: Here I started to learn the Braille system. At the beginnig I knew nothing about it, because I had always used oralism, I didn’t think I was going to learn another method, or even believed there existed a system to facilitate studies for blind people.

Mª Carmen Cano: I keep very nice memories from Brahim, because he came as a kid. We all took him with a lot  of happiness, and also with concerns because we didn’t know well... we knew a Saharawi kid was coming, and that he had vision problems. The truth is that he adapted to everything perfectly, we didn’t have to do many “special” things for him. I was his PE teacher then, and I treated him like one more. And it wasn’t hard at all, he got along very well with eveyone in class, and they helped him put. He put a lot of effort in eveything he did, he wanted to be just one more. Maybe his effort was double, because he didn’y want ti be just a kid, he wanted to be... and if he could be the best, well even better.
One thing I remember, is that he was going to compete in athletics, and he wanted to train. I told him I would help him. We went to the field and I timed him, he had to run all around the field, I don’t know how many kilometers he ran, but ... and he had to run with another kid so he didn’t get lost in the field, and he needed a lot of kids, because they would get tired, and stay along the way.
Brahim: I finnished this period with very good results, I have always been very dedicated because I’ve always liked knowledge, I’ve always liked to improve myself, and that has made me study, made me be more concious, and those results are shown in my grades, and I’ve had very good grades in this school.
Mª Carmen Cano: One of the activities that maked us all when he came was the food collection for the Saharawi People. Who better than him to get involved in that, and of course he made the whole school and town get implicated. I specially remember the first two years, the ones he was attending school, that the food collection was spectacular, we filled an entire classroom with food, I think it had to be taken by more than one truck, that was... and he was so happy, because we could imagine that was going to needing people, but he knew exactly the situation Saharawi People were living and how much they needed that. He didn’t just get involved, he was in charge, he got on the trucks and loaded them, in fact he loved trucks, when they went to Malaga they would take him, he must have pictures sitting on top of the boxes, happy to see that all of it was going to his people, who needed it so much.
Brahim:  Once I finnished elementary school,  like any other student I had curiosity on one side, for changing to middle school, and on the other, I was scared for what they said about middle school and all, but for me it vas very satisfying. When I passed to seventh grade there were more students, the relation with them was still the same, it was good. I had the same books as my classmates, and I could take written exams, not orals, but written in Braille.
Luis Fernández: Hello Ibrahim

Brahim: What’s up?

Luis Fernández: It’s been a long time

Brahim: You came to spend the weekend in town right?

Luis Fernández: Sure, I came to visit you. Have a seat.

Brahim: Let’s have a drink,  Did you order yet?

Luis Fernández: Yes, I’ll have juice.

Brahim: Well, when he comes I’ll order something for me.

Camarero: Good afternoon, What would you like to drink ?

Brahim: I’ll have coke, as usual.
Camarero: coke, virgin right?
Brahim: yes, virgin. As usual.
Luis Fernandez:  I remember Brahim walking with me in the recess, we were always together, talking about everything, girls, soccer, politics. Going to class in the morning, maybe my father and I would see him walking with a backpack that was bigger than him. And the Braille machine, and all the books, and getting him into our car, and having the same talks, my dad likes Real Madrid, me the Atletico, and him Barcelona, so we had fun. Sometimes going by Ochavada square, and seeing him skating from side to side, and maybe almost crashing into another friend, Manolo, he’s a bit chubby, and Brahim would touch him a say “ Hey, Manolo...” recognizing him for his tummy.

I also remember our history classes, when he had to bring the big maps rolled up in some tubes, he would joke around, and come running towards me saying “ Luis I’m gonna kill you, Luis!” and he couldn’t estimate the distance between us, so he would smack my head... and hurt me. They are just memories, and a lot of joy. For this ten years I’ve known him, I cannot remember one day seeing him sad, serious, mad, anything... always very positive, a happy guy that has never been sad, always joking around, and having fun.
He’s a role model, because for example, if he missed a question in an exam que had to go back to the beginning with his fingers, using the Braille system, well he had the best grades in our class, always dedicated, and he was never stressed nor sad, well he set an example for us, that we had it all easier than him and we didn’t put as much effort, and him, and all his obstacles, had the top grades.
Brahim: the adventure of living in Malaga is exceptionally good for me. It’s nice because it’s the first year I leave my house and live alone, in an apartment by myself... but it wasn’t hard for me, I was very excited like any other college student going to university the first year. I had a normal life, trying to make friends, to meet the nighbors... to have the same life I had in Archidona.
Malaga isn’t adapted enough for any handicapped, because it’s necesarry to separate all different kinds of dissabilities, I think it would be quite hard to live here for anyone with limited mobility, and also for the visually impaired is uncomfortable because not all areas have been adapted. There are areas that don’t have pedestrian crossing lights, you have to cross at your own risk, you have to check out on other people, because sometimes people don’t respect if the traffic light is green or red, they go about... so then, many times, I follow people. If they cross, I cross.  Sometimes some people say to me “ stop, stop, stop... you can’t cross!” and other times “keep going, keep going...” and maybe cars are coming. But then, what to do?  I  have to live... the city’s downtown is nice, a lot of traffic lights, it’s accesible... but, for example, I go to a foreign language academy, almost every week, and I have to croos if people cross.
I like Malaga for living, yes. It’s a city you can control, easy to go around, it’s not too big, so I like it for living here, yes, quite much. And it’s weather, people, and personalities... it’s very nice, it’s a part of Andalucia, it’s temper, the friendship you have with the neighbors, the relationship with people that little by little get to know you... I define it as a big village, not a small city, but a great village.
Manuel Rivero: This is one of the places where we started training him, training blind and visually impaired people to do what we call the “Daily tasks”. It’s the everyday responsabilities that you must do throughout the day at home, they can be from the proper house chores... to the kitchen labors, or personal care and hygiene, dressing up, and all that.
Manuel Rivero: Well Brahim, our task today is to boil some water, you have to go to the sink, fill the kettle, bring it, put it on the stove, and turn it on. Alright?

He has a very positive attitude, one of the persons that I have trained with more desire of learning. He’s Self-taught, sometimes he makes changes in the techniques he’s taught, to make things easier, which is good, he’s always motivated, wanting to learn more, he always comes to class in a good mood.
Manuela Morales: Ok well, let’s get on the internet. You know what you have to search for, look in the desk or in any program.

Manuela Morales: We started working with him when he was still in high school. At that time he started to work with spoken Braille, disk unit and Braille printer, then we added more elements. The latest is computer access, information technologies, and working with common tools like word processor, e-mail, internet... all that sort of things.

In the case of Brahim, he uses a program called “Jaws”, a piece of software which converts what is on the screen into synthetic speech through the sound card.

Brahim has very important quality, he is very hard working. He’s a very responsable person, and very hard working. He works, works, works and never sets boundaries when it comes to doing assignments. Thats very important when it comes to using new technologies, and in our case, with people like him, that are blind, because it encourages him to keep learning, working and improving.
Brahim: Every morning, I wake up at seven thirty, make breakfast, get dressed, pick up whatever I have to pick up depending on the day, leave from Armengual de la mota street, at seven fifty or seven fifty-five... to catch the 20 at eight.
I dream about learning, meeting people, working in teams, geting in touch with my classmates... like any person, hoping to learn, and to move forward.

I believe it’s necesary that life will set your boundaries, if you set it yourself, I believe that human beings are lazy for nature, complainers. I believe we have to push ourselves to the top, to get where you want in life.
M. Tanagua Barceló: Brahim has always shown above all, his interest for studying, and he has always been very receptive with the activities proposed, and how to face the diferent subjects and obstacles that may come up. He’s always been very participant, he came for tutorships, he uses every mean that teachers offert to our students. He’s always been like that.
Brahim: My university record is very good, I have a good record, with an excelletn average grades. I intenden to get outstanding in all my grades. I had one good in second year, this year I have 2 good, 3 very good, and the rest are outstanding, I can’t complain.

I would like to have a chance, a good job like anyone else, earning it myself, and making my own money... beeing self-sufficient, independent, no only socially, but financially. That’s what I want to get, a salary, living from myself.
Brahim: the idea of buying a photo camera came up to me after coming from Niza, that was the first time I traveled abroad. I went with other students and they were all taking pictures, I also took a camera, a disposable camera, they didn’t understand it, so they couldn’t take pictures of me. I saw them care about the image, they really cared, so I thought why don’t I buy a camera like theirs? Even though I don’t see the picture, it’s just to have a memory. So once I had planned my trip to France, one afternoon I decided to go out and buy a camera so I could bring some memories from Paris, because I don’t have any from Niza. I bought the camera, I took it with me, and well, since actually... Im blind, I don’t have any ability to take pictures, so I remember the first day I took the bus from Montparnasse to the Eiffel Tower, and I asked people to take pictures of me. I met a french family from Montpellier, I had lunch with them, and they took photos of me... im my way, I asked people to take pictures of me, I went to the cathedral, some people felt glad to take pictures for me... it’s to have some memories, it just came up to my, and I said go ahead. Until nowadays I still keep the camera as a memory of my life, my trip to Paris, and I still have the camera, I didn’t get rid of her, I still have it and I think I’ll use it... I hope someday I can... I wish, I’d love to.
Manuel Rivero:  I see in Brahim someone who will do what he wants, and will get to wherever he wants. He has overcome many obstacles and he has motivation and the skills needed to do so. He will get to where he wants to.
Luis Fernandez: I belive his only boundaries are the ones that he can set for himself, because with his sharpness, self-steem, happiness... Well, anything he wants. I’ve always told him, his future should be President of the future Saharawi Republic and... well, let’s hope that happens.
Manuela Morales: He delimits his own horizons. Nowadays I believe he has access to almos everything, and well, yes maybe there are certain thing he cannot do, but many others he can. What I mean is that he’ll reach anywhere he wants to.

M. Tanagua Barceló:  In college, his attitude will most definitely help him. In fact this is his third year and there is no doubt it is because of his dedication, and his attitude towards his career. I think he is most likely going to finnish his career, I’m not sure if in four years, or if he’ll need more time, and afterwards he will have opportunities. I’m quite sure.

Mª Carmen Cano: I’ve always known Brahim would get whatever he proponed to himself, and the truth is I see him workin in International relations, because he can communicate perfectly with everyone, he has a human touch, he’s very gifted... he also makes friends with people from the streets, I mean, you speak three words with him and it feels like you’ve known each other for a long time, and he makes you feel comfortable, so thats why I think he can be valid for a job like that, or even to help his country, who needs someone to represent it, and well, in fact there he is, travelling, completely independent, and I think he has a lot to teach us, a lot.

Dolores Trueba: I hear a lot about integration, about the handicapped, there are many programmes for the disabled, but there are still many obstacles. Those obstacles must be overcome little by little, people must understand that what he has, anyone can have it, anytime, and they have to accept people the way they are, not the way they want to see them, not the way they want them to be. He puts dedication, a lot of efforts, and with his capacities he can reach his goals, and he can work on what he’s studying, a job he will be ready for, and I’m sure he will make it.
Brahim: Everyday when I wake up, I think about my village, Sahara. I’m updated with the situation in my country, Sahara, and I would like to the everything possible to get independece, so that the future generations with visual impairments can have the same chances as everybody else. I can’t forget about Sahara, I’m thinking about it twenty-four hours a day. I always say we will win this battle, and someday we could make our dream come true, becoming the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic with it’s capital city, El Aajun.
If I could see, I would like to see the human figure, well, I see the human figure, but not the details. So that’s what I would like to see how it is... to be able to differ between people... I would like to see that, because one time they sent me a picture, and they said it was my father, and I didn’t recognize him. I remember Dolores bringing it to me and said “That man, Who is he?” and I said “I don’t know”. I’m not able to differ between anyone, I would first like to see the human figure, because we are all different from one another. I would also like to see the desert dunes, and from the good memories I keep from my grandmother, I would like to see Tears, and it’s charm, it’s wonderful, and I would also like to see the sea... I don’t know, life itself... although I have my own way of seeing life, the most important things are those three.
