





VENEZUELA [SUR] REALISTA

INTRO 

People: “It has happened here everything here: strikes, coup d´ état, rebellions”
People: And it is going to fall and it is going to fall, this government is going to fall… 
People: “ Uh, ah, Chávez do not go away”…  

MUSIC: What is happening? The country is divided in two… 

MUSIC: How is it possible that this happens in Venezuela… that is what we are living. A social unrest. Our country is divided in two bands, people arriving and leaving highest positions …

 Politician: “If I ask for God´s and people forgiveness for being “chavista”” 

Venezuelan citizen: “For me, he is the best president that Venezuela has had” 

Student: “Go to the neighborhoods in Caracas to see what beautiful the popular power is … that is democracy”

Venezuelan citizen: “I feel excluded from everything. Thus I feel” 

People: To this here, to this thing with Mr. Donkey´s pardon. “It is necessary to take him out in a violent way… he must be taken out”

Community leader: “I would give my life for this revolution” 

Teodoro Petkoff, Tal Cual editor: “Venezuela lives a Sui generis civil war, a civil war without bullets”

Chapter I: A country up against the ropes

Voz off: “Citizen Carlos Andrés Pérez, do you solemnly swear to fulfil the duties of president of the Republic" 

Voz off de Pérez: “I do”

Carlos Andrés Pérez. President of the Republic of Venezuela

Carlos Andrés Pérez: "But we don't have reserves today, we need loans; today we need agreements with the Fund" 

Margarita López Maya. Historian

Margarita López Maya (historiadora): Venezuela's economy has been off-course since 1983 and it will end up damaging the nation's social structure. It's producing savage poverty and that is going to cause about an outburst of rage and frustration. 

Gente: The Police! Let's go!

Gente: Stone them! Come on!

Gente: Pigs! Police!

Greysi Rodríguez. President of the J.M. de los Ríos Hospital Society of Doctors 

Greysi Rodríguez (Presidente de la sociedad de médicos del Hospital JM de los Ríos): We're on the verge of a fight and we'll stay ready to fight 

Periodista: Tuesday, doctors' strike, Wednesday doctors and teachers, today Thursday universities on strike. 

Hugo Chávez. Lieutenant Colonel of the Army 

Hugo Chávez (Teniente coronel del ejército): Comrades, unfortunately - for now - our objectives have not been achieved in the capital city. I am grateful for your courage, your generosity and before the country and before you I assume responsibility for this military Bolivarian movement.

Margarita López Maya: That coup failed, but in some sense people thought the coup was right, because the political elite seemed unable to get the country out of the situation it was in. 

Locutor oficial de Miraflores en off: This is another day full of history and Venezuelan responsibility…

Freddy Díaz. Movimiento Al Socialismo (MAS - Movement to Socialism)

Freddy Díaz: Bi-partisan politics - like The Titanic - is sinking. It's sinking like boats tend to: the first class passengers walk calmly to the boats, the second class passengers run toward the life rafts and the third class passengers run, hug each other and cry.

Voz del tribunal: This High Court sentences Carlos Andrés Pérez to two years and four months of prison.
Teodoro Petkoff. Director of the newspaper “Tal Cual”

Teodoro Petkoff: In these sorts of circumstances, when there are no valid political references for the population, it is the time for charismatic, strong leaders, the time for providential men. 
Capitulo II: Venezuela clamours for change
Margarita López Maya: People were looking for a way out of the situation and found a sort of "well, maybe this is the way" in the young soldiers.

Hugo Chávez: Is there any hope that transnational companies will get us out of this fix? No. We are going back 50 years, and handing over our oil - the only resource that enables us to provide a livelihood for our children and our grandchildren.

Carlos Canache Mata. President of Acción Democrática (AD - Democratic Action)

Carlos Canache Mata: In order to save democracy, we must find a winning formula to defeat the dictatorial candidacy of Hugo Chávez Frías.

Hugo Chávez: The power you have given me does not belong to me. That power is yours, you won the government that won't be Chávez's government, because Chávez is the people. It will be the people's government.

Julio Borges. Opposition Leader
Julio Borges: I describe Chávez as someone who was a huge alarm clock for Venezuelan society.

Gente: President, president, Chávez, Chávez, here, here, here! 

Julio Borges: And at that point, the Chávez I met was a president who was after the broadest inclusion, the greatest openness, the biggest transformation.

Norma Azuaje. Community Leader.

Norma Azuaje: Before Chávez came to power we were all excluded from government programs. All we had were the cast offs; there was no state policy for the working classes.

Norma Azuaje: Chávez is a national feeling; that's what people haven't understood. If you mess with Chávez, you're messing with the people.

Jorge Botti. Businessman.

Jorge Botti (empresario): I was among those who said that a leader like Hugo Chávez, with his profile, was the one we needed to make radical changes to countries and propel them towards a promising future.

Hugo Chávez: And here are the observations I made to the congress, in a comparative chart. 
Hugo Chávez: The national project must be rooted in the constitutional text, because Venezuela has been off-course for a long time.

Luis Alfonso Dávila: (I am) totally convinced it will be a positive for the Republic. 
Father José Virtuoso. Representative of “Ojo Electoral” (Electoral Eye)
Padre José Virtuoso: A change was needed that would mean the masses were included and that there would effectively be what sociologists call positive State discrimination, in terms of looking after the poorest sectors. And that is what the Constitution establishes.

General Alberto Muller Rojas. Consultant to President Hugo Chávez

General Alberto Muller Rojas: The Venezuelan Constitution today gives political rights back to soldiers, who were only being used as a sort of Pretorian guard to defend the privileged class.

Hugo Chávez: Venezuelan soldiers are the people in uniform.

Margarita López Maya: This alliance between Bolivarianism has always presented itself as a civic-military alliance, but the visibility of the military has increased somewhat along the way.

Chapter III The beginning of a long confrontation 
Manifestante antichavista y anticastrista: I'm sending a message to the barrio (poor neighbourhoods), to the barrios. Listen to me: Chávez does not represent the poor. Chávez represents Fidel Castro.
Manifestantes antichavistas: We want to work. We want to work. 

Hugo Chávez: All this about Chávez failing, Chávez not being able to sort the country out, as if sorting out Venezuela after 40 years of disasters were a magic trick.

Alberto Federico Ravell. Forme Director of the private television channel Globovisión

Alberto Federico Ravell: We got to a point when there was no political leadership and it seemed like the political media were taking on that role. And although it wasn't their responsibility, they had to take it on because people had nowhere to turn except to the media.

José Vicente Rangel. Vice-president of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (2001-2006)

José Vicente Rangel: The State has begun to take sovereign control of its basic resources and this is unforgivable for the very powerful political and economic groups who have different political views.

Jorge Botti: When laws are being drawn up that we businessmen realise will have a severe impact on production, then political conflicts begin. Because the idea is to create an economy according to a collectivist notion in which property must not exist and where public property belongs to everyone and where we all have a centrally-planned economy which will make us happy forever.

Hugo Chávez: What is the plan? What is the strategy? To give PDVSA back to Venezuelans. It's as simple as that. Edy Ramírez, head manager until today of PALMAVEN, has been fired. Get out. (Whistleblow). Offside.

Edy Ramírez. Ex-manager of PDVSA

Edy Ramírez: So seven of us managers were fired with the blow of a whistle, and what did he do? Put people in there who were unconditionally loyal to him and who would simply obey his orders.

Gente: Out, out, out.
Jefe de la Marina: We've decided to address the Venezuelan people in order to reject the current government. 

General Lucas Rincón. Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 

General Lucas Rincón: The president of the Republic was asked for his resignation, and he accepted.

Periodista (Napoleón Bravo): Good morning, we have a new president. 

Periodista (Napoleón Bravo): And we have to say, as much to Venevisión, as to RCTV, thank you Televen, thank you CMT, thank you Globovisión.  

Invitado programa: Thank you media.
Teodoro Petkoff: The media confused their role when there were no political parties, although some media did behave like political parties. There was one television channel here in particular which practically led the April 2002 coup.

Margarita López Maya: It was obvious that the United States and Spain knew about it beforehand and were happy for it to happen, right?

Pedro Carmona Estanga: I, Pedro Carmona Estanga, as president of the Republic of Venezuela

Daniel : The President, Supreme Court judges, the Chief Attorney, and the Public Defender were removed from their illegitimately occupied posts.

Simpatizante chavista 1 en la calle: Chávez has to come back. This is a dictatorship, a real dictatorship they've put upon us.

Simpatizante chavista 2 en la calle: Respect our constitutional rights. We want our president back.

Gente concentrada en las afueras de Miraflores: Freedom, freedom, freedom.
General Raúl Isaías Baduel. Defence Minister (2004-2006)

General Raúl Isaías Baduel: The entire Venezuelan people have gathered around our unit's command post demanding respect for the Constitution and laws, and together with the Venezuelan people we have successfully carried out this operation in a short space of time. In less than 48 hours.
Gente concentrada en los alrededores de Miraflores: He's back, he's back, he's back.
Hugo Chávez: I pray to god that these are not fleeting words. I'm calling truthfully for unity among Venezuelans.

Cuña de televisión: In the next 10 minutes, think what Chávez has done for you in four years. He hasn't done much, has he? Welcome. You are now part of the majority. Popular discontent is on the rise every day. Let's count how many we are. Counting is our way out. Democratic Co-ordinator.

Carlos Fernández. President of FEDECAMARAS

Carlos Fernández (Presidente de FEDECAMARAS): These brave uniformed men that accompany us today... 
General de la Guardia Nacional a coro con manifestantes anti chavistas: The guards are up in arms, Chávez has got to go!
Edy Ramírez (Ex Gerente de PDVSA): In December, when civil society's demands for greater democracy were being promoted, the political parties, the Confederation of Venezuelan Workers and the Federation of Chambers of Trade and Production decreed a strike and it was recognised by the International Labour Organization (ILO), and we joined in. It was not an oil strike, it was a national strike which we joined in with. 

Juan Fernández. Gente del Petróleo (Oil People)
Juan Fernández (Gente del Petróleo): We can certify that the oil industry is on strike. Each of its branches is on strike. 
David Paravisino. Oil Expert.

David Paravisini (Experto petrolero): Employment dropped 20 points, gross domestic product dropped 18 points, poverty and hunger rose. You look at the statistics and they are the same ones that might have been caused by a war.

Juan Fernández: Today, two weeks after the civil strike began, some 35 thousand oil workers, who make up more than 90% of the industry, feel proud of what we are doing.

David Paravisini: It was incredible, because it was inconceivable that the best-paid people in the country could have acted against it. 
Gente protestando contra el paro en las calles: We want the streets to open up. Oligarchs, oligarchs, lackeys of the oligarchy.

Trabajadores de PDVSA pro chavismo: No to the sabotage, no to the sabotage, no to the sabotage.

Edy Ramírez: What were the consequences? Well, they were very serious because it's obvious that if you fire the most select, best performing, most knowledgeable group of workers the oil industry has, then production comes crashing right down.

José Vicente Rangel: Chávez's adversaries completely underestimate him. He is a leader that represents a national sentiment, and when they scorn Chávez, they scorn the people, and that explains his successive victories.

Capitulo III Bipolar Venezuela 

Hugo Chávez: Even if they have that referendum and get 90% of the votes, I'm not going to resign. Forget it.

Locutor oficial MINCI: Misión Barrio Adentro (social healthcare program): now in all the neighbourhoods there are doctors looking after the health of those who had never been looked after before.
Cartel dentro del Octogonal de Barrio Adentro: We, the poor of Venezuela, have a right to healthcare! Long live the Barrio Adentro doctors. The healthcare that President Chávez has brought to our neighbourhoods can't be taken away by the coupmongering shysters, nor the merchants of death! Let's defend our families' right to healthcare in the streets!

José Virtuoso, S.J. (Representante de Ojo Electoral): The Missions arose at a time when if the president of the Republic had gone to the recall referendum in the electoral conditions he was in, he would have lost.  A very special incentive was needed to motivate the population to strengthen their support for Chávez.

Mirentxu Eguiguren. Aid Worker
Miretxu Eguiguren (Cooperante vasca): Look, this doesn't belong to Chávez. Chávez was the result. Governments didn't take notice of poor people. This is impoverishment, these are not poor people, these are people who have become impoverished.

Mirentxu Eguiguren: How were people from the barrios treated? They were told they lived in the rats' nest, where the criminals and murderers live. People from the cerro (hilltop) were mistreated and when somebody wanted to submit their CV somewhere or find a job, nobody would say where they lived.
Miretntxu Eguiguren y niña en prácticas de lectura: What did he say about these children - that they were his or no? That they weren't his.
Mirentxu Eguiguren: Previous governments' planning was to keep people ignorant, and when people are ignorant they don't demand or ask anything of you, so the basis of change is what is happening now. It means training, training, training.

Juanita García. Beneficiary of the Misiones
Juanita García saluda a vecino:  Hi Juanita. How are you? Ah, good, reading. Yes? Great.

Juanita García: Yes, I am learning to read and write and that was unthinkable before. I didn't know how to read or write. I was an abandoned child left in a cardboard box. I had never had an identification card and they got me one. Chávez got me one, my love. 

Venezuelan citizen
Señora que decide permanecer en el anonimato: That's what's hurt most. I don't know what happened to my rights. Losing your rights is like losing your life.

José Vicente Rangel: There are people who'll be terrified by any little thing, a mouse or a cockroach. And there are people who won't. That is a very personal, individual problem of how they react to certain events and phenomena, but here in Venezuela there is no need to be afraid. Any chavista (Chávez supporter) could say that they've also been persecuted.
Hugo Chávez: Anyone who signed against Chávez will have their name be recorded in history, because they are going to have to put their name, surname, ID number, signature and digital fingerprint.

Margarita López Maya: The discourse of polarization is like a disease because it is really anti-political. You never negotiate, you're not capable of recognising the other, and you don't tolerate him.

Observador internacional: This is the first time in my life that I've seen people get so interested in being part of an electoral process. It's surprising for those of us who come from places where abstention is higher than 60%.

Gente simpatizante del chavismo concentrada en Miraflores: Uh, ah, Chávez isn't going, uh, ah, Chávez isn't going.

José Virtuoso, SJ: I think it was hugely irresponsible to claim the electoral process was fraud, but it wasn't just described as fraud on that occasion but in subsequent elections too, without proof, without arguments, and fundamentally motivated by the discontent with the electoral results.
Rafael Ramírez. Energy and Oil Minister.

Rafael Ramírez (Ministro del PP de Energía y Petróleo): The new PDVSA is red, red, red, from top to toe. If anyone forgets that we're in the midst of a Revolution, we will have it beaten into them. 

Teodoro Petkoff: Venezuelan society is definitely a class-based society. There are divisions, there are problems and contradictions, but there has never been a situation of hate and this is a society that is full of hate.

Señora antichavista entrevistada en una manifestación: You might as well shoot yourself in the head. 
Hombre antichavista en manifestación: Sons of bitches, sons of bitches.
Chavista en un punto rojo: Long live Chávez forever. Working for the country we all want. 
Hombre antichavista en manifestación: Get out of here, let us live in peace. The people are starving to death. 
Estudiante universitario que declara públicamente: Friends on this side, friends on that side, I'm a university student and I am watching my country split in two. 
Señora que prefiere permanecer en el anonimato: Every family is divided. Every single one. Including mine. 
Voz desde un altoparlante en una manifestación: You must all keep calm. There must be no violence. 
Señora que prefiere permanecer en el anonimato:  We're getting used to watch the dead fall. It's as if there were a war going on. They're killing each other and the bodies can be lying there in vain for hours. 
Canción clip violencia: In this concrete jungle, I haven't seen anything concrete yet. The murderers in this world are not discreet, a lot of blood's been shed, that was the decree. 
Norma Azuaje: Of course the violence here is undeniable, there is considerable violence. It is a worrying thing. Something that really worries our people. 
José Virtuoso. SJ: I think it's the State's fault. I think it's the governments' fault, I think this process is a sign of a degrading State, it's a problem we have been witness to for at least 30 years. 
Mujer increpando a un policía: Why did they shoot him Why? 

José Virtuoso. SJ: The State has stopped working. This means that the police doesn't work, and it means that I have a problem with you as my neighbour I have nowhere to go; I can do something to you and I don't feel like I am going to be punished. 
Capítulo V: The results of the mistakes 

José Virtuoso. SJ: It is one thing for me to question the actions of the CNE (National Electoral Council) but quite another to say the electoral process is fraudulent, or that the people's wishes were put in danger, or to simply say that we were duped.
Teodoro Petkoff: So Chávez won the elections and that is undeniable. 
Hugo Chávez: We are not a giant, but I might with the utmost modesty say that we are an oil giant. This is the number one oil reserve in the world. 
Julio Borges: We have documented what has been given to over 40 countries and it amounts to more than 30 billion dollars, which fund a samba school in Brazil, for example, of to build homes in Cuba, to pay Argentina's foreign debt, all using Venezuelan people's money and this is for the poor people of the world? No. It's for Chávez's political agenda. 

Margarita López Maya: Chávez is a man who makes people cry, who has people in ecstasy, who people kill to see, to touch, and have him bless them. It is a very difficult thing indeed not to think you're a messiah or a saviour. 
Locutor oficial MINCI en “Aló Presidente”: The president of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 
José Vicente Rangel: He is a man who thinks he has a mission to make the country progress. That's what he lives for. He's a kind of monk who's limited to that job: working like no other head of State ever has in Venezuela. 
Locutor oficial MINCI: Transmission of the Ministry of Popular Power for Information and Communication in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, and the national radio and television networks. 
Hugo Chávez: We're being broadcast across the nation on radio and television. 
Hugo Chávez: I had a lot of things to say, but I don't want to take up too much time. 
Hugo Chávez en “Aló Presidente”: To begin this Sunday's Aló Presidente program number 220. 
Margarita López Maya: The “Aló Presidente” has produced a very significant politicization of popular sectors; people identify with the government. The popular sectors identify with it: "that's my government".  

Hugo Chávez: And now he asked me for 20 billion. I said to you, Rafael, didn't I, that we'd take it out of the PDVSA Social Fund. 
Javier Bierdau. Sociologist
Javier Bierdau (Sociólogo): I think that improvisation is the worst mistake. Improvisation in all fields, all matters of public politics and even in the ideology. 
Hugo Chávez: I shouldn't be signing. Hey, I mean really, you ministers, I just don't know what to do with you anymore. 
Javier Bierdau: And that's been the Revolution's big problem: turning itself into a personalistic Revolution. The process of transformation has not been managed collectively and Chávez has confessed on countless occasions that he finds teamwork difficult. 
Hugo Chávez ante la firma de un documento: What's this?
Hugo Chávez: Come on here Mister Danger (Bush), coward, murderer, genocide. Genocide, genocide, you're genocide, you're an alcoholic Mister Danger, a drunk.  

Teodoro Petkoff: When you ask chavista people what they don't like about their comandante, they say he picks fights and is very rude. 

Hugo Chávez en la ONU: The Devil was here yesterday. It still smells of sulphur here. Above this very court, the president of the United States, who I call "The Devil", came to talk as if he owned the world. 
José Vicente Rangel: Chávez is a confrontational man and in that way he has de-mythified the figure of the president. He does not flee from public opinion but expresses his viewpoints, and disagrees with people if he has to, doing so openly, without covering anything up.

José Virtuoso S.J: There has been a change in the opposition's discourse; there was an agreement between the different political parties who participated with an opposition candidate. 
Julio Borges: The Venezuelan opposition has been obsessed with getting Chávez out of Miraflores palace and the true challenge has been to remove him from people's hearts. And that is what hasn't been done. 

Hugo Chávez: I was there and they told me how people are organized, how they are getting organized, so community organization is fundamental, it is participatory democracy, protagonic democracy.

José Virtuoso SJ: The poor haven't got more agency, and the poor who have real identifies - I mean the poor in terms of their language, shape, looks, the poor people in the street - are not just poverty itself or poverty indexes or social needs. They are social subjects in the street making their demands.

Norma Azuaje en un taller comunitario: Apart from this work we are going to have to do, we have political and ideological training that we are each going to learn. We are not here to help out. We have political goals. 
Javier Bierdau: The interesting thing about Chávez is that he introduces passion into politics and goes back to the methodology of street-level politics, which is a profoundly emotional and driven by passion.

Margarita López Maya: Chávez supporters are not a homogenous group. They go from those who want a Cuban-style socialism to people who want a social democracy, a lighter version of capitalism.
Julio Borges: The opposition in Venezuela has made the most absurd and unforgiveable mistakes that politics in general could make, from the attempted coup of 2002, the oil strike, not creating a strong political movement but living in the shadows of the media. All that is true.  

Alberto Federico Ravell: In the media we indulged the opposition a lot, I mean we were dealing really harshly with government and treating the opposition with kid gloves, so that stopped the opposition becoming strong, realising its errors and playing its true role.

Capitulo VI: The perversion of power
Periodista de la Lámpara de Diógenes: Manuel Rosales is a thief, there's no doubt about that. A thief: that five letter word fits him like a glove.

Rafael Poleo. Journalist
Rafael Poleo: If you follow Benito Mussolinni's trajectory and then Chávez's, they're exactly the same. That's why I will tell you that I'm worried Hugo will end up like Mussolinni, hanging upside down.

Leopoldo Castillo: Five twenty-one in the capital city's afternoon. 
Hugo Chávez: I look at the press a lot, not just Ultimas Noticias, which is a serious newspaper.
Hugo Chávez: I announce it before the time comes, so they can stop all this "20 years more" lark. "20 years more?" I already told you, chirulí. Your concession is up in March, there'll be no renewal for that coupmongering station called Radio Caracas Television. The concession is over.

Leopoldo Castillo: If you tell me if I can say what I want, then yes. If you tell me that I can say what I want and there won't be any consequences, then that's a no.

Margarita López Maya: The owners of the private media were basically the leaders of the opposition and they were treated as such, like the political agents they were.

Hugo Chávez: August 15th. Madam president of the National Assembly, Gentlemen vice presidents, special guests and friends. We must have a reform, a good reform, of course, of our dearly beloved Bolivarian Constitution.

Estudiantes anti chavistas en la calle: No to the reform, no to the reform, not to the reform. Who are we? Student! What do we want? Freedom! 
Hugo Chávez en concentración estudiantil: Long live the students!
Estudiante anti chavista en la Asamblea Nacional: We dream of a country where we all count, without having to be in uniform. Without any further comments, we will now step down.

Estudiante pro chavista: They don't want democracy. They don't like debate - they're afraid of it. 

Estudiantes pro chavista en grupo en la Asamblea: Fatherland, socialism or death we shall prevail!

General Raúl Isaías Baduel: When I took my position with regards to it, I pointed out that we were in the midst of a constitutional fraud that if it came to pass would also mean a coup d'Etat against the current constitution.

Hugo Chávez: Be sure to manage your victory well, you won it, it's yours, but I wouldn't have wanted that Pyrrhic victory.

Julio Borges: After December 2nd there was a big opportunity, in that the word socialism no longer meant what they wanted it to and a space emerged to fill it with other ideas and proposals.

José Virtuoso SJ: Nobody wanted to hear what the polls had to say about expectations, hopes, or what people wanted; the whole issue of private enterprise was a very hazy point.

Jorge Botti: Something we have to understand is that this really is a Revolution. If we understand it as a speeded-up way of changing the patterns of property and power then that Revolution has happened.

Hugo Chávez: People come first, they are the most important, men, women. How are you? We shall prevail. How are you? 
Hugo Chávez: How are your salaries going? You're a security guard.
Funcionaria: Security guard. All told... 

Hugo Chávez: Stay seated. Why should she get up? Let her be. 
Funcionaria: Well, all told it's one million two hundred, meal tickets and the salary. 
Teodoro Petkoff: It's impossible for me to talk about an economic model in Chávez's case. There is no economic model. Venezuela is still the same country with a strong state capitalism and a private sector which, although it is harassed by Chávez, it still exists. 

Julio Borges: If you look at the lifestyle that has been created in Venezuela now, the nouveau riche who have emerged from the shadows of chavismo, the way they are spending their money, you have to ask yourself if there is really a revolution in Venezuela or if it's just a big oil orgy?
Manifestante Elvis Monsalve (Docente): We ask you Mr president, Mr minister, to put your hands on your heart and put yourselves in our place.
Señor con boina roja: Institutions don't want to take care of the communities.

Usuaria del mercal: In this Mercal, they sell the majority of the meat and chicken that they bring in to their friends, and not to the community. Everyone here covers things up, because they're afraid to tell the truth, which is that you always have to get in line at this shithole and friends come in and out willy nilly.

Julio Borges: Before, Chávez wanted to be the leader of the barrios, the poor communities, and you can now see a president Chávez who is much more concerned with his international agenda. 
General Alberto Muller Rojas: In some sense, Hugo Chávez represents four million poor people in the world.

Hugo Chávez: The literacy plan enabled us to teach a million and a half Venezuelans to read and write in less than two years. I am sure we will manage it with the help of the Bolivian people and declare Bolivia an illiteracy-free zone so that everyone in Bolivia can read and write. 
Hugo Chávez: We all have to make a bid for Rafael Correa's triumph, which is the triumph of democracy in Ecuador.

Jaime Nebot. Mayor of Guayaquil

Jaime Nebot (Alcalde de Guayaquil): Who does this man think he is? He should be worrying about Venezuela's domestic problems. As mayor of this city, as an Ecuadorian and as a law-abiding person, I reject Chávez's interference in Ecuador's matters.

Hugo Chávez: To those who are looking to divide us, we have no alternative but integration, in order to enter this so-called globalized world.

Javier Bierdau: There is a pendulum shift to the left in Latin America, but nuanced by national styles. Chávez's style is like telling you in the frankest and most sincere fashion to give precedence to political freedom, social equality, injustice etc., etc..

Hugo Chávez: That's the only guarantee that the Bolivarian Revolution will be around forever.

General Raúl Isaías Baduel: The intention to stay in power has become clear, which is totally against the principle of alternability that should exist in a democracy.

Canción contra la Reforma: No, is no. EN O. Here it is against the no, louder than ever NO! It's coming clear so you can hear. We don't want a reform here. No, no, no and a thousand times no. We told you: NO!  

Norma Azuaje: I'd like to know what kind of dictator this man is, given that since he came to power we've had thirteen electoral processes, twelve of which we won.

Ismael García: There's no democratic model here because the reason they're persecuted and imprisoned is because they have a different idea and vision of the country to that of the government.

José Virtuoso SJ: What do we have? Well, it's a sort of authoritarianism centred on the figure of the president who rules the country's political life.
Manifestantes de oposición a favor de Julio Borges: Julio for president, Julio for president.

Norma Azuaje: We, the chavista people, are told we are vagrants, they call us idiots, people who don't think, and they have no notion of the fact that from the very bosom of the people we could manage our own processes and be effective and efficient in the way we present and carry them out.
José Virtuoso SJ: People express their problems on the street, they go out and take to the streets and say what they want, holding up their signs and this is shown in the media.

Manifestación antichavista: Chávez out, Chávez out, no more Chávez.

Cartel: Communist Chávez, Colombia hates you.

Cartel: We don't want a dictatorship in Venezuela. 
Manifestación chavista: On we go, on we go, and if you don't like it screw you and deal with it.

Cartel: Chávez, friend, Spain is with you. 
Epílogo. Venezuela full stop and on we go
Norma: Look, this county is moving forward, forward. Whilst we have Chávez in power, the future is brilliant.

Julio Borges: We've lost a big opportunity because with this great wealth we have become a family that won the lottery and is now poorer than before they won it. 

Alberto Federico Ravell: We have to get Chávez out through elections. I want to see Chávez leaving Congress with his little gang, without his gang, on his own, but leaving and being held accountable to the country. This isn't about revenge or about making him pay.

Mirentxu Eguiguren: For him to go? I'd leave Venezuela myself first, because without Chávez I don't want to be here because I know what it was like before.
Jorge Botti: Regardless of how long it will take or how this story ends, over the last years Chávez has left a host of bad seeds in the ground, but also many good ones.

Canción: I want to suggest and invite you to think.

