Cupid’s arrow 

Script by Leonardo Pérez

NEWSREADER

Today, the 14th of February, 2022, another couple was found this morning. Both victims had been shot at least five times. This is the third attack in just one day by the mysterious criminal known as ´The Angel’. More world news.

GABRIEL (voiceover)

Poor mortals, they’re so desperate, they have lost their ability to talk to each other, they’ve completely lost touch with themselves and each other. Chasing some dream, a goal, something that, someday,  will make them happy. They focus on an unreal and idealised perfect future. They don’t see the subtleties and beauty of the here and now, they don’t appreciate what they live through from day to day. Happiness and Love have become reduced to hopes for the future, if they’re lucky. Poor mortals. 

VALENTINE (voiceover)

Finally, after so long, i’ll be able to talk to the archangel again. They have sent him to hear my idea. If i don’t manage to convince him,  all will be lost.

GABRIEL
Valentine, it’s been a long time.

VALENTINE

A whole century, I’d say, Gabriel

GABRIEL

Your vision seems to be… improving.
VALENTINE

See, Less blind each day.

NEWSREADER

Police are still investigating and say that ‘the Angel’ is not working alone. They suspect at least one accomplice. 

GABRIEL

And now this. Why have you let yourself be seen? You’re exposing us.

VALENTINE

Why don’t you speak of changes, experiments or feelings? Now it’s time to act and I know just how.
GABRIEL

Yes. Well, we’ll see.

VALENTINE

I love this place, it makes the static world seem more and more intolerable. 
(He stretches, now their movements are more free.) 

GABRIEL

They say you have the solution to help humans recover their ability to love unconditionally. 
VALENTINE

Gabriel, you recognise my arrows don’t you? 

GABRIEL

Of course, who wouldn’t recognise one of your arrows?

VALENTINE 

You know that my arrows used to cure love sickness according to each specific situation, well I haven’t been having much success lately. For some time now I end up using all of them on just one case. 
GABRIEL

How can that be?

VALENTINE
I usually appear before the future lovers, because as you know this it is here, where it is about to develop, that I must make sure it happens. So I use my first arrow, “Passion”. Then the lovers make their minds up and abandon themselves to each other. 
VALENTINE (voiceover)

But, as the times move faster than I do, defects begin to show right away.

HER

What are you doing?

HIM

I’m kissing you.

HER

It’s different.

HIM

No, you’re different

HER

I’m the same

HIM

You’re changing

VALENTINE

So I use my second arrow: Virtue,  the one that shows us the virtues of the heart and shoos away the defects. This seems to do the trick. 

VALENTINE

But, as the times move faster than I do, soon jealousy shows its ugly face appears 

HIM

Are you cheating on me?

HER

Of course not. Where were you yesterday?

HIM

At home, stop pretending.

HER

At home? Who the hell is Anna?

HIM

I don’t know any Anna, but you’re cheating on me.
HER

Bloody liar! 

VALENTINE

So then I use my third arrow: Trust, that repairs the damage of doubt, removes insecurity. That seemed to work.
VALENTINE

But, as the times move faster than I do, it isn’t long before they sink into routine and resentment. 
HER

I can’t do this anymore

HIM

Are you bored?

HER

I don’t know, its just always the same over and over.
HIM

Why don’t you change then?

HER

I’ve had enough

HIM

Are you bored?

HER

I don’t know, its just always the same over and over.
HIM

Why don’t you change then?

HER

Because I don’t want to! For god’s sake say something else!

HIM

I haven’t got anything else to say.

HER

You’ve got nothing up here (tapping her head)

HIM

You want to see what i’ve got goddamn it? (he raises his fist)

HER

Don’t even try it you bastard.

VALENTINE(voiceover)

So I quickly administer: Forgiveness, which leaves even the worst faults excused and forgiven. 
VALENTINE

But, because in their hearts they had such a lack of understanding, they couldn’t help feeling exhausted. For this, I only had my last arrow left. The one i never want to use… 

GABRIEL

Yes, Oblivion 

VALENTINE

That’s right, terrible oblivion. 

GABRIEL

How sad, (he sighs) and how are you going to settle this?

VALENTINE

Think Gabriel, think in the static world and tell me what you long for most.

GABRIEL

Contact

VALENTINE

These are my latest creation. They are a combination of many arrows together, Passion, Virtue, Trust, Tolerance, Understanding and Forgiveness. They were inspired by all the angels in the heavens. One hit from this right in the heart of the human race for once and for all. Without considering the needy, no questions. Bang! Everyone. 

GABRIEL 

It seems insane… but encouraging. Everyone? indiscriminately?

VALENTINE

That’s right Do I have permission to carry this out?

We would begin right away. 

GABRIEL

Well, we were losing a little faith in you but… I think it’s worth a try.
NEWSREADER

Police are still speculating as to where the serial killer may strike again. The public are advised to stay alert.

VALENTINE

Dearly beloved, I wander through time as an eternal being. I was born in Olympus and I know the archangels. Whenever I want to speak with them they appear to me in human form in the gardens of Eden. Today they have given me permission to give you something essential, I have materialized here to deliver a gift to all of you, because I know what you need. So, ladies and gentlemen today you will be the most fortunate first enough to receive… Love.
THE END
