THE SONG OF THE CRICKET
Written by DANY CAMPOS
JOSECHU

I really miss the Basque Country but after 15 years in Lorca I’ve got used to the people here. They’re amazing. I’ll give you an idea: One day this saint turns up. Saint Vincent. He meets these guys who give him a hard time for a few days. Old Vincent is really pissed off and when he’s leaving the town, he takes off his slippers or sandals or whatever they used to wear in those days, gives them a good shake and says “Not even the dust do I want from this place!” And you know what they do? They put up a statue to him in the filthiest part of town! Can you believe it?
PERU

Idoia, babe…..How’s it going? You haven’t been out without me, have you? It’s been so long. It seems like 2 centuries.
PERU

But we’ve already been over all that….All I want is a quiet life. Come on, it’s just up the road. And your French is fantastic. Listen, babe. It’s time you left the nest. If your folks love you, they’ll understand that it’s what you need….. I know they love you…..No…..Don’t keep it inside you Idoia. Talk to them about it as soon as you can. Please. And call me, OK? Love you.
JOSECHU

“What the hell is this! Haven’t I told you you’re not allowed out until the bell goes? So what the fuck are you doing here? Having a smoke, eh?” The caretaker! Philip! Don’t you remember?
JOSECHU

What about this one: “You lot haven’t got a brain between you. Right, you, Peruena. You’re a bright one. Tell these morons how to find “x” in this equation.” …..The maths teacher. Christ! What was his name? Mr. Roberts….Mr. Alberts… the fucking maths teacher!!
PERU

Mr. Sanders.

JOSECHU

The one who’d screw you between numbers!

SEBAS

Your choice of car’s getting better all the time. Will it be Fernando Alonso’s next?
SEBAS

Come on. Get out. I’ve got a surprise for you.

SEBAS

I got it at the station. To tell the truth, you look better without a beard. But your uncle will be proud of you.

PERU

What would he think if I decided I wanted out?
SEBAS

Out of what?
PERU

Out of this.

SEBAS

I wouldn’t be worried about what your uncle would think.

PERU

Why not?

SEBAS

Because he’s in prison and it doesn’t matter what he thinks. You’d better worry about those on the outside. 

PERU

I need your help, Sebas. I’ve got to disappear for a while.

SEBAS

Help you disappear?

PERU

I’ve moved flat 3 times in the last 2 months. Twice in France and once in Belgium. D’you think it’s easy to live like that?

SEBAS

It’s the way we have to live. You chose it, your uncle chose it and so did I. We don’t do this for a laugh. We’re fighting for something that’s ours.
PERU

I’ve been fighting for 15 years. I’ve got 20 years’ prison hanging over me. Isn’t that enough?

SEBAS

No. It’s never enough.

PERU

Look at me, Sebas. Tell me what you see.

SEBAS

What are you talking about?
PERU

Everything you see is what I am and what I have. You’ve got your house, your wife, your kids. They love you and look up to you. I need to build my life the same as you.
SEBAS

It’s a woman, isn’t it? Why didn’t you say so at the start……..

PERU

It’s no fucking joke! This is important to me. 
SEBAS

Alright, Peru. What can I do so that you can build a life for yourself?
PERU

You were away for a while. How long was it? A year? 18 months? And those were other times. You’re almost at the top, Sebas. They’ll listen to you. You’ve got to make them see my problem.
SEBAS

….OK. But right now this is your problem. If this goes wrong, it’ll screw things up for me. And then they won’t listen to me either. Is that clear?
PERU

My uncle would be proud of you, too.

PERU

Tell me the good news, babe…..Shit! I can’t believe it!....Just don’t listen to them for once….They’re not doing it for you, they’re doing it for themselves…..Please don’t cry….
PERU

No. You listen to me. I’ve already spoken to him. He’s a big pal of my uncle’s. A sort of minder. And he’s going to help me. I want out of this and I’m taking a big fucking risk.
PERU

…..Look, Idoia. You’re the only one who makes me feel good. All I want is for this to last forever. But it’s not up to me to tell you what to do. You’re almost 30 years old. You know there’s only one way we can have a future together. Listen, think it over and only call me if you want that future. Otherwise…..We’ll talk when I get back. You’ve got to understand me.
SEBAS
Take the photo with you just in case. He always leaves around four o’clock.

PERU
You’re not coming?

SEBAS

It’s the street just after the second square. There’s always a traffic jam at this time of day. It’s better if I wait for you here. We’ll get away quicker.

SEBAS

Peru…. this is more important to me than my own family.

JOSECHU

Hey…Hang on a minute!

JOSECHU

Hey! Peru! Peruena!
JOSECHU

Don’t you remember anyone? It’s me, Josechu. The son of your neighbour from Murcia. Remember?

PERU

Fringy?
JOSECHU

The very same. Well, when I used to have a fringe. What a small world! What the hell are you doing in this neck of the woods?
PERU

I er… Look, I’m in a bit of a hurry.

JOSECHU

Hurry? I haven’t seen you for donkey’s years and you’re in a hurry?

PERU

I really have to go, right?
JOSECHU

What are you talking about? You and I are going to have a few beers right now!

PERU

Impossible. Let go of me, will you!

JOSECHU

Let you go? What are you on? It’s me, for Christ’s sake, Fringy!

PERU

Hey, honest. I really can’t….
JOSECHU

Are you going to deny me a few beers? Your old pal Fringy?

JOSECHU

Engineer …… businessman. No, I’ve got it! Teacher. You’re a teacher. A brilliant teacher. I don’t know what kind, but a brilliant teacher.
PERU

Brilliant, eh?

JOSECHU 

Right.

PERU

What makes you think that?

JOSECHU

Don’t know. Maybe what you told me on that school trip. Remember?

PERU

No.

JOSECHU

They all used to pick on me because I was small with a fringe down over my mouth. I was the school joke and used to get chased and beaten up. You told me never to run away if it meant losing my dignity and that I should be committed to doing what I thought was  right no matter what. The next time I didn’t run away, you know?
PERU

What happened?

JOSECHU

They beat me up. I fought back as best I could until they realised they weren’t dealing with a coward, but with someone who could look them in the eye as if to say “What you’re doing is wrong and you know it.” But more important was that Rosa was with them. D’you know who I mean?
PERU 

The one from the new estate. She was a looker alright.
JOSECHU

Well, when they went, Rosa stayed with me and she told me what a great guy I was. Soon after I went to live in Murcia and we started writing to each other. The best part is that this beautiful girl gave up everything for me and now she’s my wife. We’ve got a gorgeous little girl. And all this time I’ve remembered what a brilliant guy you were, Peru. And you have to have integrity, as you told me. And if you don’t believe me, look. I’m now on the local council! Who would have thought it?
PERU

Listen, I’ll be right back. I have to go to the toilet.

JOSECHU
What are you doing, Peru?

PERU

You shouldn’t have come back.

JOSECHU

What the fuck are you doing?
PERU

Why did you come back, man?

JOSECHU

You told me that to keep my dignity…..

PERU

Never mind that shit! Tell me why you came back, for fuck’s sake!

JOSECHU

If I go, I’ll never know if you’ll be there tomorrow to kill me. If you go, maybe others will come…..but it won’t be you.

PERU

Go. You shouldn’t have come back.

JOSECHU

You’ve got to stop this shit, Peru.
SEBAS

Were you followed?

PERU

No.

SEBAS

You took a long time.

PERU

There were problems.

