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El rayo y la sirena

Thunderbolt and the Mermaid
DIALOGUE LIST

0: LAKE









EXT. DAWN

[written on screen]

Only when our dreams are fulfilled we understand the wealth of imagination and the paucity of reality.

1: LAKE









EXT. DAWN

OFF BOY 1

¡Astronaut!

OFF BOY 2

¡Fireman!

OFF GIRL 1

Air hostess, supermodel and nuclear physicist!

OFF PROFESOR

And you, Mario, ¿What do you want to be when you grow up? ¿Don’t you have any dreams? ¿Isn’t there anything you’d really like to be? 

 OFF MARIO

Well… I don’t know.

OFF PROFESOR

Don’t worry, Mario, I’m sure you’ll work out whatever it is you’re meant to do, and when you do, chase after it with all our heart. That’s the only way to make your dreams come true.  

2: TV SET









INT. DAY

TV HOSTESS

It’s three weeks ago today since the disappearance of one of the most well-loved stars of the moment.

[written on screen]

Thunderbolt’s disappearance, still unsolved

TV HOSTESS

A man whose murky past still leaves many questions to be asked.

3: DOCK









EXT. DAWN

BOSS

¡Mario! Go fetch it. What’s wrong? Can’t you swim?

MARIO

I can swim, but I can’t dive in head first. 

BOSS

You, pick it up. And you, go away. I don’t want to see you ever again.

MARIO

But… I CAN swim! I could have done it… 

BOSS

Sure, but what good are you to me if you don’t obey me straight away? Go away.

4: WORKING PLACE







EXT. DAY

OFF TV HOSTESS

Mario spoke of his humble beginnings and of a life marred by poverty and hunger.

7: TV SET









INT. DAY

TV HOSTESS

Popular, charming, lovable… a man made of many fine qualities. Appearing on this programme only a few weeks ago, he recalled how he started out on his path to success. 

8: TV SET









INT. DAY

TV HOSTESS

If you had to thank someone for your success, who would it be? Your coaches? your sponsors? Who would you say was the one person in your life that helped decide your fate? 

MARIO

A mermaid. 

13: NEWSPAPERS

[Newspapers headlines]

“Young man swims channel breaking speed record”. 

“Mario wins again”

“His fans already call him ‘Thunderbolt’” 

“His coach: “I first discovered Mario by chance swimming in the docks” 

“Mario ‘Thunderbolt’, in the Guinness Book of Records for the third time”

“’Thunderbolt’ is a hit!”

“Hollywood to film his life story, India will produce a musical version”

14: TV SET 








INT. DAY

TV HOSTESS

And what happened to your mermaid, Mario?

MARIO

I never caught up with her. I saw her again a couple of times, but… So, I trained to swim faster than anyone had ever swum before, but I couldn’t catch her. And I don’t think I ever will… I guess you don’t choose when your dreams come true. The time has to be right. 

TV HOSTESS

The bad thing about dreams is that, when they do come true, there’s nothing else left, isn’t it?

MARIO

No, there’s always something else. The Silver Flower.

TV HOSTESS

The Silver Flower? I don’t know about that, I’ve never seen one of those.

MARIO

Nobody has. It can only be found on the Moon.

TV HOSTESS

Anyway, Mario, will we be seeing you at the Olympics? I’m aware there are many pundits eager to see how you perform in the pool.

MARIO

I can’t take part in swimming competitions.

TV HOSTESS

Why not? 

MARIO

Because I can’t dive in head first. 

TV HOSTESS

Are you saying you’ve been this successful without even learning to dive? Where would you be now if you had learnt? 

MARIO

Oh, I would be a drug dealer… 

15: TV SET







INT. NIGHT

TV HOSTESS

During his appearance on the show Mario told of an organised criminal gang involving several well-known public figures. Later, Mario disappeared under mysterious circumstances. Perhaps his connections with the gang cost him his life. What happened about a month ago, on the night he disappeared?

16: DOCK








EXT. SUNSET

OFF TV HOSTESS

Who knows how many records he would have gone on to break? Even so, this one man went further and faster than anyone else on the planet. Wherever he is now, we hope he’ll be closer to those dreams he was sorry he hadn’t fulfilled. 

- END -
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