CHAMPAGNE SUPERNOVA
ELENA
- What a surprise. Flowers, champagne…

PITU

- That was the idea.

ELENA
- Do you always make it this special?

PITU
- It varies…
ELENA
- Are you more direct otherwise? 

PITU
- More direct?

ELENA
- Yes. Not saying I don’t like all this, it’s endearing. I just didn’t know it was included in the service.

PITU
- It is included. Do not worry; I was not expecting this dinner either…

ELENA

- Why do you talk to me so respectfully, as if I was your grandmother?

PITU
-  Sorry; it’s just habit.

ELENA

-  Just habit? Do you get that many clients in my age group?

PITU
- Yes… Why wouldn’t I?

ELENA

- Guess I can’t say…

PITU
- In all honesty, most of my clients are of a similar age to yourself.

ELENA

-  You’ve done it again!

PITU

- Done what?

ELENA

- Talk to me with such reverence…

PITU
- Sorry…

ELENA

- Come to think of it… perhaps it makes sense that more people in my age group use this type of service.

PITU
- There’s a bit of everything.

ELENA

- Yes, I suppose.

PITU
- I mean, my clients go from very young ladies to more mature ones.

ELENA

- I have trouble believing you on the very young bit.
PITU
- It’s true. Younger than I, even. 
ELENA

- Younger than you? What is the world coming to…?
PITU
- Why, do you find it strange?
ELENA

- Don’t you? How old are you?
PITU
- Just turned 24.
ELENA

-  Do you find it normal that girls younger than yourself require your services?
PITU
-  It’s not my place to ask for reasons; I just do my job.
ELENA

- Right! That’s another thing…
PITU
- What is?
ELENA

-  I think you are very young to be doing this.
PITU
- We’ve already been through this on the phone…
ELENA

- Yes, I know, and I’m not going to change my mind now. 
PITU
- You could if you wanted to, but you would still have to pay me.
ELENA

- Not my intention. My mind’s made up and I’m going to follow through.
PITU
- OK. Just be aware that it wouldn’t be the first time. Many clients get nervous and back down at the last minute.
ELENA

- You know what? You can continue treating me with reverence.
PITU
- Again, I’m sorry. I find it hard not to. Don’t get me wrong, it has nothing to do with your age; it’s just my education.
ELENA

- It’s OK, I’m used to it.
PITU
- How old are you?

ELENA

- Over 50
PITU
- Right…
ELENA

- Do you think I’m older?
PITU

- No, why would I?

ELENA

- Don’t know. Some people do.
PITU
- I wouldn’t say so. Champagne?

ELENA

- Might as well, since you’ve brought some…

PITU
- It’s a good custom. A good way to start work, you know?

ELENA

- I don’t like it full… 

- Tastes good. Never seen this brand before. Supernova?

PITU
- Yes, Supernova.
ELENA

- My husband was keen on champagne.
PITU
- I never drink.
ELENA
- Really?

PITU
- Yes; I don’t like alcohol. But I will fill my glass. That way, if someone walks in, they will see it full.
ELENA

- Nobody is going to walk in.
PITU
- I know. I’m just trying to be discreet.
ELENA

- Thank you. I will drink as much as I have to.
PITU
- It’s OK; we can finish the bottle.
ELENA

- What’s your name?

PITU
- Pitu.
ELENA

- Pardon?

PITU
- Pitu.
ELENA

- That can’t be a real name.
PITU
- It is my name. That’s how everyone calls me.
ELENA

- Fair enough.
PITU
- Can I just say…?

ELENA

- Go ahead.
PITU
- I’ve never managed to understand why people hire my services.
ELENA

- Don’t tell me you are changing your mind now…
PITU
- Not at all. No turning back.
ELENA

- So...? You are feeling used; is that it?
PITU

- On the contrary, I always have the feeling that I am the one using my clients.
ELENA

- I think I know what your problem is.
PITU
- What?

ELENA

- You pity us.
PITU
- Pity you?

ELENA
- Yes, pity us. You think we hire your services because we are desperate.
PITU
- But you are.
ELENA

- Not always. I might have felt anguish when we first spoke on the phone…
PITU
- Yes, you did. I remember.
ELENA

- Well, you know, over time this anguish turns to peace…
PITU
- To peace?

ELENA
- That’s right. Over time, you begin to understand why you want to do this.
PITU
- Of course. I guess each of you have your reasons.
ELENA

- Yes, but you are the professional here, so I would expect you to know more. I’m going to top up.
PITU
- Of course.
ELENA

- To our encounter.
PITU
- To our encounter.
ELENA

- Do you have a partner?

PITU
- No.
ELENA

- You are an attractive lad. You should quit this job and do something else.
PITU
- I could, but I enjoy what I do.
ELENA

- I have trouble believing that.
PITU
- How so?

ELENA

- This job isn’t supposed to be a vocation. 
PITU
- It isn’t. It’s just a matter of necessity.
ELENA

- So?

PITU
- So… what?

ELENA

- You just told me you enjoy what you do.
PITU

- I like my job; but I didn’t choose it. It’s just that circumstances have brought me where I am, and I think I am good at this.
ELENA

- I hope so, because at my age, certain things can be fatal when done wrong.
PITU

- I will be very careful, don’t worry.
ELENA

- Ok, shall we go to bed? I haven’t paid you just to sip on champagne.
PITU

- It’s OK, there’s no need.
ELENA

- You want to do it here?

PITU

- It can be done anywhere.
ELENA

- I guess you’re right… I just thought in bed might be the best way.
PITU

- Don’t worry; here in the living-room will be fine. It will seem as though it happened all of a sudden.
ELENA

- I suppose that makes sense…

PITU

- Trust me.
ELENA

- How are you going to do it?
PITU

- Why do you want to know?

ELENA

- I don’t know… I guess if you are going to shoot me in the head, I should be prepared.
PITU

- I am not a murderer.
ELENA

- In a way, you might feel like one… 
PITU

- Sometimes I do. But deep down, I know I’m not.
ELENA

- I know you are not. I’ve heard that an injection is the best way. Is that what you have prepared?
PITU
- No.
ELENA
- No?

PITU

- To be honest, it is already done.
ELENA

- How?

PITU

- The champagne

ELENA

- The champagne?

PITU

- Better than an injection, isn’t it?

ELENA

- Either of them is miles better than the illness I would face… 
PITU

- I don’t know. Doesn’t bear imagining what would happen without my services.
ELENA

- Better never to know. I’ll stick to the effects of the champagne. The champagne… you really are good.
PITU

- Yes… I am.
ELENA

- And now…?

PITU

- Now you will fall asleep, and that will be it.
ELENA

- Can you top up my glass?

PITU

- Of course.
ELENA

- -"To good health"
PITU

-"To good health"
