DESERVED LESSON

ONE YEAR AND TWO DAYS AGO

Solutions always come too late

ONE YEAR AGO

A FEW HOURS AGO...

Hello, good afternoon

I’ve come to collect my son’s diploma

I’m sorry, but diplomas must be collected in person

Yes I know that

but he can’t come

Well, if your son can’t come himself, he has to give us authorization for  you to collect it

Well

that’s not possible either

And… May I know why not?
My son passed away

TODAY

Right

Congratulations!

The truth is that although I made it difficult for you

almost all the decisions you took were the correct ones

That gives you an advantage that you should seize…
That we should seize

They’ve raised the bar for you

Well, see you later

See you later

Bye

Do you think we’re doing it right?

I think so

What do you think?

I don’t know

You never wear makeup

Yes

But today I don’t want to be me

May I?

Whenever you want

How much time do I have?

Don’t get ahead of yourself…
I’ll explain it

Luz, can you hear me?

Yes… Tell me
I’ll leave you alone for a few minutes while I explain to Julio what he has to do, ok?

Yes ok

He’s not going to escape, is he?

Well, I’ve done all I could so that he can’t

Stop thinking about it, darling

We have to go now

Why are you teaching the course in here?

And why not?

I don’t know

it seems strange that you’d want to work in a non-adapted building

Sometimes you have to work where you can and not where you’d like to

That’s true

And you? Why did you set up a publishers specializing in robotics?

So that I can work in what I want

I thought so

And… why do you want to work in that subject?
For example, to help people who suffer from tetraplegia

Some of us don’t suffer from it, we just have it

That’s right

But in my case, I fear I won’t just have it

I’ll suffer from it

What have you got?

Muscle atrophy

Have you known that for a long time?

A year, more or less

But now I only have another year until I cannot walk

In the end you get used to everything

Maybe I will

but I’m sure that those around me won´t

Well, you have to fight it, there’s no other way

Yes

that’s what I’ve tried to do since the day I found out

And how do you do that?

I just

push things along

I think that what I do now will affect things later on

Because, unfortunately, if there is a solution

it always comes too late

Sorry about that

I usually record the classes

What I don´t usually forget is to turn off the tape recorder…
In the end, age takes its toll

She left it here

What is it?

It’s nothing. Laura left her son’s university diploma

I’ll give it back to her tomorrow

Anyway, I’ll put that video on, the one I told you about. Otherwise Luz will die of boredom

The body of Ruth Silberman has been found this morning

Let’s not forget, she was the young Paralympics athlete who had no arms

The athlete was training when, for reasons still unknown

she fell into a deep unmarked ditch near her home

It was full of water from last night’s heavy rainfall

and, unable to get out, the young athlete drowned

This new fatality comes a few days after those of Maria del Val and Luis Castellano

both of whom were also disabled

This series of accidents...

This is how much time you have left to live

Enjoy the dance

While you still can

Luz

Yes, tell me

Listen, I’ll leave the intercom on, ok?

All right yes it’s better

Tell me, which subjects have we studied these last few weeks?

Confidence building and negotiation strategies

Very well, Luz

And do you remember which profession involves major difficulties in the field of negotiations?

I don’t know. I can’t remember now

Think

I don’t know, brokers?

Almost

But what do you need the money for…
if a murderer is going to steal from you the life you had to spend it?

Keep thinking…
Eh…The police negotiators
Good, Luz

so in the next few minutes you’ll have to become one of them

Do you agree?

Any questions?

Yes

whose life is at stake?

Why do you suppose there´s only one life?

I don’t know. I supposed it was Julio’s life

And you supposed well

In few minutes his life will be in your hands

So there is only one life?

I didn’t say that

So?

So what?

How many lives are there at stake?

That depends on you

What do I have to do?

For now

just listen to me

OK?

Yes, all right

Julio

Yes

will be able to hear you, but not to answer you, understand?

Also

you’ll only be able  to make one outside call

ok?

So let’s start. You´ve got little time left

Right now…
…the executioner has just rung the victim’s door
How are, Angeles?

Calm down

it’s OK

Have you done the exercises?

Yes

but nothing

What’s your anxiety level from one to ten?

Close your eyes

What’s your anxiety level now from one to ten?

Nine

All right

Describe your symptoms out loud

I’ve got palpitations

dizziness, a pain in the nape

ringing in the ears

my hands are sweating

my legs are trembling

Which symptom scares you the most?

The thoughts

What thoughts do you have?

I think that I am going mad. I think about committing suicide

Look, we’ll fix your thoughts

Thinking about suicide is just another anxiety symptom

Regarding the fear about going mad, when this thought comes to you

compensate it with this one

if I go mad I won’t realize it

Crazy people don't know they are crazy

Understand?

Seven, Eight

Good...

We managed to bring it down a bit, didn't we?

Let’s lower it some more

Repeat the symptoms out loud and think about them

Feel them

Palpitations

Dizziness

Pressure in the nape

Ringing in the ears, sweating hands

My legs tremble

And now, from one to ten?

I don’t know, five or six

Take this pill

It’s a tranquilizer

And that’s how the executioner  just drugged his victim

But did he poison her?

Let’s say that for now

he just offered her a little help

to lose consciousness in less than an hour

What for?

What do you think?

But why does he want to hurt her?

To make another person suffer more

What person?

Her girlfriend

Her girlfriend?

Yes, her girlfriend

And where is she?

She’s where she chose to be

So she’s where she wants to be?

Are you now where you want to be?

What does that have to do with it?

Victim…
Angeles…
Angeles

Angeles!

I’m sorry, you’ve got the wrong number

Angeles, do you feel  like going out already?

Well, as you like…
Come on let’s go. You’ll see that it’ll  make you feel better

Wait, I have to put  on some make-up

No

Don’t do that

Why not?

It’s a defensive reaction. Do you remember that I told you why?

I don´t remember which writer once said that women

make themselves up to be someone else

And that’s what you’re  trying to do unconsciously

You’re trying to escape  your fears instead of facing up to them

How are you Angeles?

Very nervous

Don’t worry. It’s normal

How long has it been since you last went out?

Over a month

You’re really doing it very well

Next week you should  sit here in the front

Excuse me…
did you say Ramon Ulloa Street, number 15?

Yes, number 15

Does Luz work here?

She’s doing a course

Have you already talked about what we said?

No, I don’t feel strong enough

But, Angeles, it’s necessary

You shouldn´t blame yourself

I know...

But it was me...

who lied to her

Yes

You cheated on her but then you told her

What she did is her problem

Yes, but…
No Angeles, there are no buts

How strange!

What happened? How are you feeling?

I don’t know

I feel dizzy

Angeles

look at me

stay calm…
I help people like you

I help people like you

I know that Julio

really I know

It was a really good idea

Seriously

Let me go

Let me go

I can´t let you go

I want to finish your work

I want to help you

My work is done

It succeeded

Yes, that´s true

but...

and if they find out?

We wouldn´t want that, right?

Julio

is the second person...

...you killed because you didn’t see him

A new fatality to add to those of Maria del Val and Luis Castellano

both of them also disabled

This series of accidents in such a short period has provoked a debate

one that we, of course, are having here

The question we´re asking our listeners is the following

could the deaths of Maria, Luis and Ruth have been avoided?

We leave you now with some of the first received messages

Hello how are you? My name is Ivan

and I just wanted to say  that I’m very angry

Well of course, these cases could be avoided

...but here it seems not

Here, a tragedy always has to happen before people react

If not, nothing

Yes?

Yes, hello

Well my name is  Saul and I’m blind

As well as being blind, I´m also from Madrid

And in Madrid, as in many other cities, I don´t know if you know

but the beeping traffic lights only work  from eight in the morning until ten at night

So as not to disturb the residents

I think that´s logical, right?

Because, as everyone knows, blind people only  go out in the street from eight to ten, don´t we?

Buaaah…A fucking shame
I´m sorry, but I won´t say my name, I´ll say something more interesting

I know that chance events can be forced

And since I also know that solutions also come late…
...I´ve decided to provoke accidents before

In fact, this very night, there´ll be another one

Dear listeners

before the commercial break, we´d like to make clear that the last call...

You know what?

My grandson used to leave  a battery charger plugged in

It had a red light that...

when they were charged...

...changed to green

I don´t know how he managed

but he always knew

when the batteries were charged

It was fascinating

I never knew how he did it

I asked him many times

but he told me

the trick was to listen for the sound of the green light…
Now I know that he was lying

Saul...

...was part of me

Paradoxes of life

I think that now you´ll go back to killing in order not to see

What will they do to her?

What will they do to her?

They´ll sew her mouth shut and her eyes

The power of your blows caused the base of the glass

to crack

That small hole

allows a drop of water to fall on Angeles´s forehead every four or five seconds

After several hours

cause Angeles´s skin

to peel away…
but that´s only the beginning

The constant drips will prevent her from sleeping

and, after a couple of nights like that

...she´ll lose her mind

It´s a pity that she´ll keep her five senses intact

The pain caused by the wound to her forehead

will be multiplied by her need to drink

Her mouth will dehydrated

she´ll want to cough...

...But she won´t be able to

Finally

when she reaches the limits of pain that anybody can bear

her heart will stop

It will stop beating

What do I have to do?

Choose

Just that

Live so that you can see her die

or die so that others can see her live

It would have been the same whatever I did, right?

No Luz, it wouldn´t  have been the same

Think for a moment

about what would have happened if you had done absolutely nothing

This stain will not go away

AFTERWARD

I think these ice cubes don´t chill

You see, that´s what methacrylate does

It neither chills nor thaws

What are they, for tomorrow´s ads?

I don't know whether we did well

Neither do I, darling.  Neither do I

TO ALL THOSE WHO DIED FIRST

AND TO ALL THOSE WHO FOUND THE SOLUTIONS TOO LATE

AND THEIR FAMILIES
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